HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 12 April 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Tim Darling
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs J Stevenson and G Tripp
Declarations of Interests: None
153
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 March be approved and signed as a correct record.

154
MATTERS ARISING

Village Hall Extension

Parish councillors considered whether there were any internal adjustments needed in the hall extension plans. It was reported that the Recreation and Open Spaces Committee had considered the matter from the viewpoint of Heathside users and decided there was no need at present to alter the internal layout.

RESOLVED that the project should proceed in accordance with the approved plans.

Speed Monitors 

Cllr Mitchell raised the subject of fixed speed monitors and had sent details of various monitors which just flash the speed limit rather than the actual speed that a motorist is doing. Details of the portable SID equipment which had recently been purchased by Sevenoaks District’s PACT group were awaited but this relied on volunteers which was not seen as particularly satisfactory.

It was noted that there is no budget in 2010/11 for speed monitors so funding would have to be from reserves.
RESOLVED that the idea was worth proceeding with and further details, with recommendations and costings, would be presented to a future meeting.

155
POLICE MATTERS

New Chief Inspector

It was reported that the new CI is Adrian Futers.

Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 - General

The Parish Council discussed its duties under this legislation having received a copy of the key points and information on how to access an electronic copy of the 2002 Nacro / Countryside Agency booklet.

 

It was agreed that in recent years and certainly since the new Parish Council was elected in 2007, all decisions of the Parish Council had, where appropriate, been made weighing up any effects on crime and disorder. This was reinforced by all agendas having a Police Matters item on them with the Police often in attendance and allowed to offer contributions or requested to give advice. PCSO Tim Darling specifically brought up the continuation of the Art Wall in Heathside, a parish project which it is hoped will reduce the amount of graffiti in the parish. The PCSO also circulated crime figures for our ward which showed a reduction in crime in the last period.

 

It was agreed that all future Parish Council agendas will include a specific item to identify those items where section 17 was applicable and a crime and disorder impact needed to be assessed.
 

Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 - Street Lighting

Darren Kidson of New Road made a written request asking how the Parish Council has considered the effects on crime and disorder of its decisions on street lighting in the past 2 years.

The Parish Council had made several decisions in the past 3 years on street lighting within its control, in particular in respect of upgrading to more efficient and up to date lanterns. There has also been discussions on whether lighting should be all night or part night. Councillors agreed that, as there are differences of opinion on these options, no decisions had so far been made to change the status quo. It was agreed that this matter would be discussed again in detail at the 7 June meeting as the Parish Council is currently getting further advice on new lighting options. 

 

Cllr Valentine referred to emails he had received from Mr Kidson, one of which was about Mr Kidson’s property being burgled and another about suspicious characters driving along New Road in the early hours. This led the councillors to debate whether lighting provided by the parish is for safety purposes or security, something which they will discuss further in June.

Dog Fouling

To consider putting up anti dog fouling posters.
Cllr Mitchell reported that Stone Parish Council had put up hard hitting posters around its area about dogs fouling the pavements and she suggested that this was a tactic that Horton Kirby and South Darenth could use.  
Cllr McGarvey showed copies of SDC leaflets on the subject and PCSO Tim Darling commented that dog fouling was an issue that he aimed to combat. 
RESOLVED that
1. similar posters should be put up in this parish; and 
2. Sevenoaks District Council leaflets be given out at the St George’s event and publicised in the parish newsletter.
PCSO’s Report

PCSO Tim Darling reported on Police action being taken in connection with fly tipping in Skinney Lane, the May Day fishing event and an arrest over a local metal theft. He was asked to let the parish council know if Police had attended a horse sale in Franks Lane on 11 April when gypsies had prevented motorists from getting past.
156
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Visit by District Council Chairman

Various items were suggested as suitable to show the SDC Chairman including the Fairview site and the road closure, 100 Year Wood, Heathside, the possibility of allotments in the Top Paddock and the village hall extension.

RESOLVED that a visit from the District Council Chairman be requested in June.
157
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Roger Gough  reported on proposed bus stops in Cedar Drive, by the doctors surgery, in Holmesdale Road and Shrubbery Road. He agreed to take up with Arriva the request to keep the new bus routes after Horton Road opens up again including a new route that does not use Station Road.
He reported that the East Hill drains and gullies job had been done at the end of March but he was told that the one at the top of the hill was still full.
He reported that £1m - £2m was being spent on filling potholes.

158
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

159
PLANNING

Court Lodge New Farmhouse – Pre-Planning Consultation
Tristan Ward and Louise Cannon showed the Parish Council artist’s impressions of their proposal to convert the redundant Red Barn on the Forge Lane/Stack Road junction into the new farmhouse for Court Lodge farm. They explained that the footprint of the new house would be much less than the existing building, that some of the 1/3 acre plot will be kept as pasture. They said that the Court Lodge house would not be part of the farm and that the use of this building as a working farmhouse for their family was vital to the future of the farm.

SE/10/TEMP/0004

Horton Kirby School

Timber Shelter and Extension to Existing Canopy

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposal.

SE/10/00582/FUL

66 East Hill

Erection of second storey to side and rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposal.

 

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/09/02964/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mill

Use of Millstone Close as temporary access GRANTED

Cllr Oram wondered why no letter had been sent to local residents giving up to date information as had been promised by Sevenoaks officers on 1 March.

SE/09/02574/FUL

48 East Hill

Erection of ground floor single storey rear and side extension GRANTED

SE/10/00096/FUL

Eglantine Villa

Single storey front extension REFUSED

Applications for Tree Works

It was reported that Sevenoaks District Council no longer consults parish councils on these applications.
RESOLVED that SDC be informed that this Parish Council wishes to continue to be consulted.

Paper Mill Site – Fairview Plans for Salle Building 
Cllr Mitchell reported that there were rumours going round that Tesco or a similar company had bought the Salle and she was concerned that it could damage the 3 small businesses that are already in the village. It was agreed to try and find out if the building had been sold and who had bought it.
160
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors are always invited to attend the internal audit session. 

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

Parish Councillors’ Guide

RESOLVED that this guide be purchased for all councillors.

Funding for a Free Family Fun Day in the Parish Council

RESOLVED that a payment of £350 be made to Sevenoaks District Council for them to continue with a day in this parish during the Summer holidays.

One Year Fixed Bond for Building and Land Reserves

It was reported that the Chairman had offered to implement the decision made in December to transfer the building and land reserve to a one year fixed bond but this had not yet been done. The Chairman offered to make progress on this matter within the week.

161
HEDGE OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL

It was pointed out that this hedge is getting higher and higher which is cutting down on the openness of the area and reducing visibility for drivers round the bend. 
The question whether cutting the hedge down to a lower height would increase speeding was considered but agreed that it would not have a marked impact.

RESOLVED that the hedge be cut back to and retained at the previous height in order to retain the openness of the area.

A suggestion to strengthen the hedge so that it is not so easily removed in the future was not discussed.
162
MEMBERSHIP OF KALC AND ACRK

Members were asked to consider whether to join either or both of these organisations. 

Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) is part of the national body that supports and gives professional advice to local councils. Action with Communities in Rural Kent (ACRK) provides communities with advice and professional services which often can be the same as the parish council as seen in the recent offers of help in respect of a Parish Plan and the village hall trust.

Cost of membership was reported as £744 + VAT for KALC and £35 + VAT for ACRK.
Some councillors felt that KALC would be very helpful in giving Members advice and training whilst others felt that the Parish Council would not get good value for money.
RESOLVED that no action be taken at the current time to join KALC.

No decision was made on whether to join ACRK.

163
BUS ROUTES
Cllr Page reported that people are asking if the bus can become a permanent service along Devon Road as the doctors surgery has now become very easy to reach, especially for the elderly people in Shrubbery Road and Montgomery flats. They are also finding it easier to return home by bus instead of walking up the hill. Also, going in to Dartford is so much easier for people in Millstone and Axtane.             

Cllr Page suggested that when Horton Road is finally re-opened by the Mill the service should go to Horton Kirby as originally, and return via Horton Road to Devon Road and onwards to Dartford, leaving out Station Road.  
RESOLVED that Arriva to asked to change the 414 route as above.
164
STREET LIGHTING

The clerk reported on problems with the current maintenance contractor and gave a verbal report on information received from another company 
RESOLVED that
1. the arrangement with PFL Electrical Ltd  for the monthly maintenance of the parish council owned street lighting be terminated forthwith and
2. a further meeting be held with DTS in order to report back to the Parish Council in May with recommendations. 
165
MAY MEETING

It was agreed to revert to Monday 3 May for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in view of a high number of absences for the revised date.
166
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Fairview Site – Work to Façade Wall
Cllr Oram reported that there had been no work carried out on this wall for a month and the Sevenoaks District Council officers should be informed.

167
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC

RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the rest of the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

168
STAFFING MATTERS

Recent staffing issues were discussed in the light of documents received by councillors.
RESOLVED that 

1. a record be made of the findings;

2. all parish councillors be made aware of issues at the earliest possible time; and

3. paragraph 18 of the standard staff contract of employment be amended to include reference to the ability of all staff to speak to any parish councillor on any matter of grievance.
The meeting ended at 9.35pm
Chairman

Date

