HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 4 January 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Carl Adams of ACRK
Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Wilson declared a personal interest in Minute 113 and a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 115 (Schedule of Accounts).  Cllr Eagles declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 115 (allotments rents).
109
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

110
MATTERS ARISING

Highways – Clearance of Leaves

Philip McGarvey suggested that Minute 107 should also include reference to Kent Highways telephone number for the public to contact.

Parish Planning
Carl Adams of ACRK attended the meeting to discuss the concerns of this community and to see whether there is a need for a Parish Plan. He gave councillors information on how the process works and explained that it generally takes 12 – 18 months to complete the work although this is always down to the steering group which generally comprises one or two parish councillors and 6 – 8 volunteers from the community to do the work. Funding and help from him was available at every step and communities have found that producing the Plan brought further funding for various projects. There was some doubt that volunteers from the parish would come forward and fears that a lot of work would fall on the shoulders of the parish councillors involved. It was agreed that an article could be put in the February newsletter to see if there is any interest from the general public.
111
POLICE MATTERS

The latest Police report was received for information. There was surprise that the public was not now able to use the officers’ mobile phone numbers for contacting them.
112
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Highways Services in Recent Snow 

There was a great deal of discussion on the recent problems because of the adverse weather conditions and the areas that Kent Highways had not been able to cover.

The clerk asked whether the Parish Council should give advice to people in conjunction with Kent Highways via the October newsletter each year.
A list of areas where complaints and salt bin requests had been made was included in the agenda. There was concern to know that Highways staff had told the public ringing in with complaints to phone their parish councils and Roger Gough was asked to take back the message that this should not happen again. 
Roger Gough gave a great deal of information on the current situation and said that KCC was struggling to keep just the primary and secondary routes open. He admitted that some bus routes had not been done and that the lack of any pavements clearance had not been good.

The self-congratulatory email from Nick Chard county councillor in charge of environment, highways and waste had not been appreciated by a public still struggling to get about and Roger Gough said that Mr Chard had already got the message.
The clerk was asked to put together a mini dossier of the worst problem areas in the parish to send to the county and district councillors.

Salt Bins 

The Kent Highways policy for salt bins was still a mystery and it was unknown whether parish councils still had to play their part in the provision of new bins. Until last year, if Parish Councils agreed to pay for the provision of a bin and its first fill, KCC undertook to keep it refilled thereafter. This was not necessarily now the case and Roger Gough undertook to find out the criteria for agreeing a new salt bin.
Horton Road Closure

There was a great deal of discussion on the current 11 month closure of Horton Road at the New Road junction and it was still felt that more information was needed (particularly in respect of the bus routes) and that some of the traffic could be kept moving some of the time. Roger Gough said that Kent Highways were being very cautious for safety reasons not just to be awkward.

It was agreed to invite Chanel Fisk the highways officer concerned to a site meeting.
County Councillor’s Grant

Roger Gough asked if any progress had been made on the application for his grant.  Replies were still awaited from Kent Highways as well as the landowner, Thames Water for permission. 
113
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The last set of approved Minutes (Oct 09) were received for information.

South Darenth Football Club Use of Heathside
Mr Burroughs of SDFC attended the meeting. He said that the club was struggling for facilities, was training at New Barn Park and playing at Wilmington and wanted a local “home”.

Mr Burroughs asked the Parish Council for permission to use Heathside for training twice a week and Sunday matches for the 2010/11 season for his under 9s team. He also hoped to start an under 7s and an under 8s team. He stated that there would be nothing for the Parish Council to do or provide as the club had all necessary goals, etc. 
He said that the far pitch at Westminster Field was not suitable. He also mentioned that the Football Foundation had £40m grants available.

It was pointed out by Cllr Oram that only recently the Recreation and Open Spaces Committee had given Horton Kirby FC first refusal on the use of Heathside for football.
The Parish Council told Mr Burroughs that his request would be passed to the ROS committee which would consider the use of Heathside for football at its next meeting on 11 February.

114
PLANNING

SE/09/02819/AGRNOT
Hortons Wood West Of School Lane

Erection of building for the storage of machinery and cut timber.
Details of this application were not available.

Informative. After the meeting the planning officer sent the following information:

“This was a prior notification application whereby the LPA has 28 days to determine it and if a decision was not made in that timeframe, it would be automatically deemed granted by legislations.  Due to the time constraints involved, Town/Parish Councils normally are not consulted”
115
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members received information that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors who are always invited to attend the internal audit session. Next session: 11.30 am 13 January.
Budget vs Actual Update

The current document was received for information.

Direct Debits

The clerk reported that village hall gas and electricity monthly payments will reduce to £110 and £70 respectively from Jan 2010 and these payments were agreed.

Allotment Rents for 2010
RESOLVED that the rate from 1 April 2010 be £30 per plot
116
PARISH FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2010
No further information at the moment but the Chairman said that it was doubtful that the Darent Valley Lions would be able to take it on.

117
CONSORTIUM

Members were informed that the next meeting is on Mon 22 February and is hosted by this Parish Council here in the village hall.
118
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

The Parish Plan and Horton Road road closure should be included on the website.

119
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Christmas Tree on South Darenth Village Green
Cllr Eagles asked why there was no tree this year. It was pointed out that Fairview had provided one next to the Green in the marketing office garden. She asked whether, in future years, the Parish Council should provide one.

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.
Chairman

Date

