HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 March 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Tim Darling
Malcolm Dunn, DRIPS representative
0 members of the public
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Eagles and J Stevenson, R Gough, County Councillor (for lateness), S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: None
139
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 February be approved and signed as a correct record.

140
MATTERS ARISING

Gypsy Plot 4 
Members were informed that Sevenoaks District Council’s enforcement officer was not aware of any appeal by the owners against the Inspector's decision. If there was an appeal, this would have had to be to the High Court on a point of law.  If the enforcement notice is not complied with by the end of May, it is likely that prosecution proceedings will be commenced against the owner(s).  Failure to comply with an enforcement notice is a criminal offence and a person found guilty of such offence is liable to a fine of up to £20,000 at Magistrates' Court or to an unlimited fine at Crown Court.

Village Hall Extension

Meeting with SDC officers 

Cllrs Oram, Page and Wilson expressed the wish to meet with District Council officers once the final instalment of the section 106 monies had been received. A meeting to discuss internal alterations requirements would be called as soon as the money had been received. Cllr McGarvey agreed to keep an eye on the situation from the point of view of SDC officers pushing Fairview to pay.

Community Trust Group

It was noted that KALC had given the Parish Council membership for March so that parish councillors could try out the services before considering membership from 1 April. A leaflet and copy of Parish News was circulated for each member. Cllr McGarvey invited members to the Sevenoaks Area Committee meeting on 19 March. 
Parish Plan

No responses to the article in the recent newsletter requesting volunteers to help with a Parish Plan had been received. However Carl Adams of ARCK had offered to attend the St George’s Fun Day to promote the scheme, an offer which was accepted with thanks.
141
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Tim Darling introduced himself and gave general information and contact details for the Swanley neighbourhood policing unit. He also gave out his personal mobile number for use with the proviso that he might not be able to return calls within prescribed time limits. He referred to the PACT meeting and said he would come back with further information on the camera which could be used at night time to try and catch fly tippers. 
PACT Meeting 24 February 2010 

The Chairman reported that the last meeting was mainly a repetition of what was going to be done rather than any reports on what had been done since the last meeting.
142
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr McGarvey gave some details of the 2010/11 Council Tax figures. 
143
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes of this committee were received for information.

144
PLANNING

SE/09/02574/FUL amended

48 East Hill

Ground floor single storey rear and side extension

The Parish Council has no further comments on this amended application.
SE/09/02964/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills Horton Road South Darenth

The use of temporary access at Millstone Mews, approved under SE/07/02177/FUL and SE/08/00976/CONVAR, to include permitted use by residents of Block B (13 apartments), Block C (28 Units), Block E1 and E2 (14 Units) and Block D1 AND D2 (33 Units) for a temporary period up until the completion of the development.
A report was given on a very useful meeting held between parish councillors and SDC planning and community officers at which certain conditions were agreed would be added to the permission for an extension to the temporary use of Millstone Mews for access. These conditions included 
1. The extension of access through Millstone Mews should not be left open-ended but limited to a date not later than June 2011; 

2. No construction or "site" traffic be allowed through the Millstone Mews access at any time; 

3. There must be no "through traffic" through the site; and

4. Routes for construction traffic must be sign-posted.
RESOLVED that no objections be made to this application subject to the conditions mentioned and the clerk be asked to write to SDC on 2 March listing the conditions having first agreed the draft letter with all parish councillors.
145
SDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

The Parish Council considered the proposal put forward by the Consortium on 22 February which suggested that all Parish Councils should register their general dissatisfaction with Sevenoaks District Council’s enforcement. It was agreed also to confirm the need for allotments in this parish.

RESOLVED that Sevenoaks District Council be informed that it is essential to have a strong enforcement team in place as part of the strategy otherwise the document is not worthwhile. 
146
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors are always invited to attend the internal audit session. 

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

147
NOTICEBOARD OUTSIDE PARISH OFFICE

Members were informed that a request by a resident had been made for a new board outside the parish office with an easy-to-use pinboard like the new South Darenth board together with an offer to contribute towards the cost. After some discussion it was agreed to include a full header of “Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council” hand carved @ £3.80 per letter.
RESOLVED that 
· a new board with a full carved header in the sum of £884 be purchased;

· the offer of a one third contribution be accepted with thanks and 

· the remaining cost be found from the original donation for the South Darenth board.

148
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Consortium 22 February 2010 

Cllr Page reported that the meeting had been very friendly, interesting and useful and she had been particularly impressed by some outside gym equipment that can be used by all ages, including seniors, for keeping fit.
River Darent

Malcolm Dunn’s latest report had been circulated to Members and was available to others on request. There were some worries about huge volumes of water in the river at the moment but also concerns that although the main channel through the Fairview site was a torrent, back pressure meant that there was no flow through the eastern arm which still needed to be sorted out. It seemed that the Environment Agency was slow to respond to these problems and it seems as if the entire river is being taken from the village to go through the Mill site.

RESOLVED that a letter be written to Sevenoaks District Council, with copies to DRIPS and the Environment Agency, telling them that the 70:30 split as planned is not working. 

Roger Gough arrived during discussion on the above item.

149
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

East Hill South Darenth – Highways Problems

There was some discussion on possible solutions to the problems in East Hill which had been highlighted in recent emails from residents particularly in respect of speeding traffic and damage to parked cars. Parish councillors felt that a one way system would not be a solution and the removal of the grass bank should be looked at again. Problems with drains in East Hill that had been reported in December had also not been sorted out.
Bus Stops

Roger Gough agreed to find out what Arriva was planning to do about bus stops as there was still a lot of uncertainty about where buses were stopping in South Darenth.
150
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT

The clerk was asked to arrange a free ad in the Town and Country Post otherwise all was in hand.
151
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Speed Cameras

Cllr Mitchell raised the question of fixed speed monitor(s) in the parish. She thought the Parish Council was still waiting for details of which cameras to buy and where to put them. It was explained that at the budget setting meeting in January it was recorded that speedwatch items were still to be finally decided but that the PACT meeting was looking to pay for certain equipment so no decision was going to be made until details of this was known.
151 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting in view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed in item 152.

152
ADMIN WORKING GROUP
There was considerable discussion on what the working practices of this Group should be and whether 3 members were sufficient as well as recent staffing issues that needed to be resolved. There had also been some dispute about whether the clerk should attend these meetings.
RESOLVED that 

1. the Admin Working Group be disbanded;

2. the work of the Admin Working Group be taken over by the Parish Council and considered in closed committee when necessary;

3. the clerk to attend as usual; and

4. any employees or councillors should be invited to attend or requested to leave the room for part or all of the meeting as agreed necessary by a majority of the councillors present.

The meeting ended at 9.35 pm
Chairman

Date

