HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 3 May 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.50 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, 

R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
Approx 25 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr J Stevenson 
S Arnold, District Councillor 
PCSO Tim Darling

Declarations of Interests: None.
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2010 - 11 

RESOLVED that Cllr Peter Bradley be elected Chairman for 2010/11.

Declaration of acceptance of office was signed by the newly-elected Chairman.

2          ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2010 – 11

RESOLVED that Cllr Robert Valentine be elected Vice-Chairman for 2010/11.

3
MINUTES 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 April be approved and signed as a correct record.

4
MATTERS ARISING 
Sevenoaks Chairman’s Visit to the Parish 
It was reported for information that this visit will take place on Wednesday 16 June at 2pm.

Paper Mill Development - Fairview New Homes 

Salle Building
Cllr Mitchell reported that she had spoken to the Sevenoaks planning office and been told that they knew that the Salle has been sold but not to whom. It was hearsay that the building was to be used half as a restaurant and half as a costcutter surpermarket or similar. Existing planning conditions which restricted the times of use of the premises would have to be changed if the building was to be used for a restaurant or supermarket. 
Membership of ACRK

RESOLVED that the Parish Council re-join this organisation at a cost of £35.
Street Lighting

1
Maintenance Contract

The clerk reported that the current maintenance contract had been cancelled 

Details of a new one year contract with DTS was not received in time to consider the details so the matter will be decided at the June meeting.

2
Replacement Lanterns

Cllrs Oram and Valentine had met with a representative of DTS and had been impressed. DTS had recommended that 70 watt SON lanterns are used to replace the old mercury lanterns. One of these lights had already been installed at School Lane/Forge Lane junction and gives excellent illumination at street level. Nearby resident Cllr Bradley stated that there was nothing wrong with it now that it was not on all night. These lanterns are cheaper than the iridiums recommended by KCC - £180 each compared with £238 so more can be updated with this year’s budget allocation. DTS will survey all lanterns and suggest, with reasons, which ones need replacing first.  It was agreed to go forward with these lanterns.
3
Part Night Vs All Night Lighting

DTS recommended for financial reasons that all our lights are the same (either all night or part night) because savings can be made. It should be noted that the Villages Design Statement which has been adopted says that the village atmosphere should be preserved by a policy of no all night lighting. Cllr Oram reported that since the meeting with DTS he had changed his mind and would now support part night lighting. The audience was asked if they have any views on the subject and one resident of Shrubbery Road said that she would be unhappy if the light outside her house went off at 1am, however, Shrubbery Road lights are provided by Kent highways. A Southdowns resident said that the pathway lights on their development are on all night.
4
Numbering of Lights

To consider whether to abort the previously agreed scheme of numbering.

The clerk reported that the HK or SD ABC1 scheme previously agreed had only been  implemented in part by the previous contractor. The cost had been £5.50 per light but the work done had not yet been invoiced by them. DTS have offered to provide a simple numbering scheme (1, 2, 3… etc) free of charge. It was agreed to change to this scheme.
5
POLICE MATTERS

Crime and Disorder Act 1998
Members considered which matters, if any, needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act. It was noted that street lighting matters regarding part night or all night lighting might come under this heading but this will be discussed further at the next meeting.
6
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Teardrop Warehouse

Cllr McGarvey explained that planning permission for the use of this warehouse at the top of Farningham Hill as a dry recycling centre was being sought. The various materials would be brought in and sold on to those who want to buy. There should be no mess or smells but there would be large vehicle movements but these should all be directly from and onto the M20 and M25. He asked that residents monitor the lorry movements and let him know if they are using the A20 or other local roads.
7
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

County Council Grants

Members received information that several suggestions had been put forward so far for the KCC Small Community Capital Projects Fund and the KCC Local Schemes Grants. These were Heathside ground preparation works for junior football, speed slowing devices and a village hall paintwork face lift. These would be considered by the relevant committees where appropriate. In connection with the removal and disposal of the barrier at Heathside, Cllr Oram had a quote in the sum of £900.
8
RECREATION & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

To receive the latest approved Minutes of the committee for information. 

9
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

RESOLVED that members be appointed to committees and other bodies for 2010/11 as below:
Village Hall Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Mitchell, Page and Tripp

Representatives of hall users (non-voting members) 

Carol Blendell (Youth Club), Mike Crook (Valley Players), Peter Flewin (Local History Society), John Glozier (Short Mat Bowling Club), Mark Worf (Youth Club), Sharon Luck (New Monday Club), Celia Reynolds (Riverside Pre-School)

Recreation and Open Spaces Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Eagles, Mitchell, Oram, Page and Stevenson

Derek Chambers, Horton Kirby Football Club and Ian Blackamore, maintenance contractor. (non-voting members)

Cllr Oram stated that he would like the ROS cttee to consider co-opting a non-voting representative from the Horton Kirby Cricket Club.
Welfare Working Group

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Mitchell. Page and Wilson

DRIPS

Malcolm Dunn

Planning Inspectors

Cllrs Valentine and Wilson + 2 deputies: Cllrs Eagles and Tripp

Police Liaison
Cllr Valentine

Footpaths

Maurice Tripp

Darent Valley Rural Age Concern

Cllr Eagles

Swanley Volunteer Bureau

Cllr Eagles

NHS / Health Matters
Cllrs Eagles and Valentine

Internal Auditor

Cllrs Oram, Page and Valentine have all undertaken this duty during the past year. All councillors are invited to take part.

10
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED that the calendar of meetings for 2010/11 be as follows:
Parish Council meetings to be held on the first Monday at 7.30 pm except where this falls on bank holidays.  

The Village Hall Committee to meet bi-monthly (January, March, May, July, September and November) on the second Thursday at 7.30 pm.

The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee to meet bi-monthly (February, April, June, August and October) on the second Thursday and on the first Thursday in December at 7.30 pm.  

11
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a
Banking Arrangements

RESOLVED that the balance of the Buildings and Land Reserve account currently in the NatWest be placed in a Bank of Ireland 12 month bond at a fixed rate of 1.7%.

b
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

c
Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors were invited to attend the internal audit session.
d
Office Mobile Phone

In view of the recent problems because of the loss of the landline for a number of days, it was RESOLVED that the clerk would be reimbursed for parish council calls that needed to be made on her mobile phone.
e
Internal Control Review

Members reviewed the internal audit process and the internal control and their effectiveness.
RESOLVED that the document dated 23 April 2010 be approved.
f
Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements
RESOLVED that sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return be completed ready for the submission of the form to the District Auditor.
12
ST GEORGE’S CELEBRATION EVENT

Cllr Mitchell reported that St George’s Day (23 April) falls at Easter in 2011 which will not be very convenient for many people who will be celebrating Easter. She suggested that Saturday 16 April would be a better date. Cllr Tripp thanked Cllr Mitchell for all her hard work in arranging the event.
13
NEWSLETTER

It was suggested that the anti dog fouling message be given prominence in the June newsletter. It was also reported that the newsletter might be out later than the expected 1 June in view of pressures of work.
14
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Speed Monitoring
Cllr Mitchell brought costs for a battery operated unit to the meeting. The units which cost £2625 + VAT could be fixed to lamp posts and moved as needed between locations. The batteries needed to be recharged and changed weekly. Locations for them to be safely erected needs to be agreed with the relevant authorities.
The meeting ended at 8.40 pm.
Members of the public were invited to stay and have a glass of wine with the Chairman to celebrate his 20 years service as Chairman.

Chairman

Date

