HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 July 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
3 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr C Page 
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: None
26
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7 June be approved and signed as a correct record.

27
MATTERS ARISING

Outstanding decisions of the Parish Council

A list of outstanding Parish Council decisions were discussed. Cllr Oram and Cllr Wilson agreed to take the old Minutes books and folders to Maidstone for archive and Cllr Valentine offered to scan the first Minutes book from 1894 to disk if it was possible. 
28
POLICE MATTERS

It was noted that, once again, no police officers were in attendance and this was disappointing.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998
It was agreed to bear in mind any matters which needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act throughout the meeting.
29
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Philip McGarvey reported briefly on In Touch Support , an organisation which helped elderly and vulnerable homeowners get work done. Cllr Oram was personally aware of the company which he felt was very good and could secure grants.

Cllr McGarvey also asked residents to keep their eyes and ears open for activity on The Triangle at the Franks Lane/A225 junction as there had been reports of a recent installation of water supply.

30
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor was not present but Cllr Oram reported that a matter which had been referred to Roger Gough on several occasions – the blocked drain at the top of East Hill – was still an ongoing problem that had not been cured.
31
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes of the committee were received for information. 

Request for funds to be released to remove the Heathside Barrier

The clerk reported that Roger Gough had agreed in principle an application for £900 from his Member Community Grant fund for this work but there could be minor extra costs like reseeding the small areas where the posts had been removed so a contingency amount would be useful.
RESOLVED that a sum of £950 be made available for the removal of the barrier with the expectation that £900 of this will be provided by grant aid.
32
PLANNING

SE/10/01617/FUL

The Pippins Rays Hill

Erection of 2 storey rear extension, raising of roof ridge height for loft conversion with 3 dormers to north elevation and conversion of single garage to double garage.

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposal.

10/01612/WTPO & 10/01719/WTPO

103 Shrubbery Road

Reduce Crown of Ash by 25% & Various Works to Trees

For information only.

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/10/01191/FUL

63 School Lane 

Proposed front dormer window GRANTED

SE/10/01208/FUL

Village Hall Horton Road

Erection of 4 x 3 m standing canopy and retractable awning GRANTED

Gypsy Plot 4 

The clerk reported that the latest information on Sevenoaks District Council’s action in this matter was as reported in the July 2010 newsletter namely that the mother and family should be offered temporary housing in the very near future.

33
PARISH PLAN

Carl Adams of ACRK was not present at the meeting so an update on this matter will be considered at a future meeting.
34
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors who are invited to attend the internal audit session was received. 

Direct Debits

RESOLVED that the report of an increase in the Village Hall Gas Direct Debit from £110 per month to £150 per month and the Village Hall Electricity Direct Debit from £70 to £90 from July 2010 be received and monthly payments agreed.

End of Year Annual Return 2009/10

It was noted that the Annual Return had been passed by the Audit Commission with no comments.

35
STREET LIGHTING

Repairs and New Lanterns
The clerk reported that, following a full inspection by the new contractor, there are many essential repairs needed that have to be done in addition to the new lanterns that are to be replaced. These repairs include repairs to control boxes, brackets and columns and in some cases the need to involve EDF connections which increases costs significantly. She suggested that it was necessary to combine the budget amounts for both new equipment and repairs and maintenance to get all the necessary work done.

RESOLVED that the clerk be authorised to approve spending on essential repairs and new lanterns in line with contractor’s recommendations up to the budget amount of £9000 leaving a contingency for repairs to end of year of £1441. 

Light Opposite Village Hall

RESOLVED that the light opposite the village hall on the western side of Horton Road be removed as it serves no useful purpose in that location.

Lights in Station Road First Two From A225

RESOLVED that the 2 lights in Station Road that are not in this parish be offered to Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley Parish Council as they are actually situated in that parish.

Mussenden Lane Lights

The clerk asked whether it was worth consulting with residents of Mussenden Lane on the need for the 3 lights in the lane as they all in need of repair and have been the subject of vandalism. 

RESOLVED that letters be sent to residents of Mussenden Lane to find out their views on the need for these street lights.

36
MILL SITE – FAIRVIEW NEW HOMES

The was discussion on the ongoing lack of communication with the Parish Council from both Sevenoaks District Council and Fairview New Homes in respect of the S106 monies and site works and progress.
RESOLVED that letters be written to both Sevenoaks District Council and Fairview New Homes expressing in the strongest possible terms the Parish Council’s disappointment in the lack of communication with the Parish Council despite promises in the past.
37
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR VILLAGE HALL AND ROS COMMITTEE MEETINGS – PROPOSED REVISION

A suggestion to move the committee meetings from Thursday evenings to the 4th Monday was considered.

RESOLVED that there is no objection to changing the days for these meetings to the fourth Monday in the month.
38
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Sevenoaks Chairman’s Visit June 2010 

Councillors who met the Sevenoaks chairman and showed him various locations reported on the experience. It was noted that the Chairman is a figurehead but he could report to the Council any items. He did suggest that Sevenoaks DC should send traffic enforcement officers once a month for an hour to patrol yellow lines in Holmesdale Road, an offer which would be most welcome. However, as most of the parking on the lines is only for 5 – 10 minutes and Cllr McGarvey said that there was an unwritten rule that motorists are not ticketed for the first 5 minutes, the usefulness of this action was questioned. Litter clearance by Sevenoaks District Council was also mentioned and discussed.
It was agreed that the notes of the visit would be circulated to all parish councillors.
39
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Overgrown Footpaths

The clerk was asked to contact KCC about cutting back the vegetation along the path between the village hall and Jacobs Lane which should ideally be done much earlier in the season so that it was clear for the school children using it. She reported that the river path had been cut by the Parish Council recently.

40
 AUGUST MEETING
RESOLVED that there would be no meeting in August.
The meeting ended at 8.31 pm
Chairman

Date

