HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 June 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: 
S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: None.

15
MINUTES

Cllr Mitchell asked, and it was agreed, that the second sentence of the paragraph on the Salle Building in Minute 4 be amended to read “It was hearsay that the building was to be used….”
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Annual Parish Meeting both held on 3 May 2010 be approved and signed as a correct record subject to the change agreed.

16
MATTERS ARISING

Audibility at Parish Council Meetings

It was reported that many comments were made by audience members at the last meeting that they could not hear what was being said. 

The clerk provided “Speak Up” reminders for councillors and staff to use who wished to and also made available for members of the public to hold up when they cannot hear what is being said. A slight modification in the seating arrangements was made in order to try and help the situation. It was generally agreed that there was a problem with acoustics in the hall and the Chairman agreed to ask the audience at the start of every meeting to let the meeting know when they could not hear what was being discussed.
Sevenoaks Chairman’s Visit to the Parish 
Councillors were reminded that this visit will take place on Wednesday 16 June meeting in the Parish Room at 2pm and invited to attend. Various places to visit, which had been previously suggested by councillors, were listed and it was also agreed to show areas such as East Hill and Horton Road where litter was an ongoing problem and Holmesdale Road where nettles were becoming a problem.

St George’s Celebration

RESOLVED that a St George’s Fun Day be held in 2011 on Saturday 16 April.

Speed Monitoring Devices

Speed monitoring devices were discussed once more. The clerk informed the meeting that there are legal requirements which prescribe where they can go and information from Kent Highways regarding sites where such devices can be installed is still awaited. The locations where the Parish Council thought there was most need were as follows:
 

Coming down Station Road from A225

Horton Road (the stretch between Station Road and Jacobs Lane) in both directions

Holmesdale Hill near Roman Villa Road junction

Skinney Lane coming towards Forge Lane junction

Mussenden Lane and Eglantine Lane coming towards crossroads with Rays Hill and Lombard Street

It was also reported that Chief Inspector Futers was of the opinion that a device would be a worthwhile investment for the Parish.
It was agreed that new posts would be needed for the signs and that the matter should go ahead provided that the costs of installing the posts were reasonable.
It was also agreed to tell PC Relf of the above locations so that he can go there with his speed gun. 
It was noted that the Parish Council had taken this decision with its responsibilities under section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 in mind.
17
POLICE MATTERS

PACT

Environmental Visual Audit – 18 May 2010 

New Dog Bin – Pavement near Viaduct

It was suggested at the EVA site meeting that the Parish Council could install a new dog bin and pay for emptying.
It was felt that there were already other bins not too far away from this location for dog walkers to use.

RESOLVED that no action be taken on this matter at the present time.

Map of Darenth Valley Footpath Near Viaduct
It was suggested that the Parish Council could replace the existing torn notice.
These maps had been erected by the Darent Valley Path organisation and it was agreed that that group should be asked to replace this and the map in Westminster Field which was also not in a good condition.

Next PACT Meeting

Members were reminded that this is to be held on Wed 23 June at 7.30 in the Legion Hall.
Meeting with CI Futers

Cllrs Oram and Valentine reported on this useful meeting which they attended on 18 May. Chief Insp Futers had been very approachable and interested to hear from parish councillors. He agreed with a suggestion that our PC and PCSO should not work together so much so that more cover was achieved.
A suggestion from CI Futers that if the Parish Council had money to spend on Policing, it might like to buy some police overtime hours to spend on duties specified by the Parish Council was not taken up.
Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998
The following decisions were taken with section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 in mind:
Speed Monitors

Street Lighting
DDAPS Junior Angling Fun Day

18
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor was not present but County Council Grants were considered further. It was noted that the village hall painting would not be eligible, the speed devices would come under Roger Gough’s highways allocation and football pitch ground preparation will be discussed at the ROS committee on 10 June. An application for a contribution to Saxon Place playground was suggested.
19
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

To receive the latest approved Minutes of this committee for information.

Caretaker

The appointment of Jeanne Adams on a permanent basis now that her 3 months probationary period is over was agreed.

Village Hall Extension

There was nothing further to report as no progress had been made on getting the final part of the section 106 money.
Village Hall Re-Painting

A request was received from the Village Hall Committee for the Parish Council to provide funds from reserves to cover the cost of re-painting the hall. It was hoped to be able to do the painting in the Summer break in a colour to be decided by the hall committee.
RESOLVED that no money be made available in the current financial year and the matter to be considered in time for the 2011/12 budget.
20
PLANNING

SE/10/01191/FUL

63 School Lane

Proposed front dormer

The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.
SE/10/01208/FUL  
Horton Kirby and South Darenth village hall 
Erection of 4 x 3m standing canopy at rear and installation of retractable awing to eastern end of northern elevation.

The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/10/531 Horton Kirby School

Timber Shelter and Extension to Canopy GRANTED

SE/10/00582/FUL 66 East Hill 

Second Storey to side and rear extension REFUSED

SE/10/00882/DETAIL Horton Kirby Paper Mills Site

Barriers
GRANTED

21
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors were invited to attend the internal audit session. 

DDAPS Junior Angling Fun Day

RESOLVED that a grant of £75 be made towards the cost of this junior angling event.
22
STREET LIGHTING 

Maintenance Contract

RESOLVED that a  one year maintenance contract with DTS be agreed in accordance with the terms circulated in May in the sum of £2,488.32 +VAT for 108 lights (pro rata when exact number of lights have been agreed after initial inspection tour).

All Night or Part Night Lights. 

RESOLVED that all Parish Council street lights currently on a different system be changed to part night cells.
Crime and Disorder Act 1998

The Parish Council considered a full response to Darren Kidson of New Road who wished to know how the Parish Council is considering the effects on crime and disorder of its decisions on street lighting.
The Police had been asked for comments on the effect of street lighting on crime and a response from Chief Inspector Futers was studied.
He commented that

· Comparisons with Hartley and Otford where there is minimal street lighting show both were broadly similar to Horton Kirby and South Darenth

· Generally a criminal offence requires an offender (who will themselves have a raft of variables around motivation, skill & experience, levels of intoxication etc), opportunity (property left unattended, little risk of discovery etc) and victim (vulnerability, relationship to offender etc). Therefore the fact a crime has taken place is due to a raft of variables coming together. 
· Some well illuminated urban parishes recorded more crimes in 2009/10 than less well illuminated ones. 
· Street lighting may have a bearing on opportunity but overall is limited in its influence. 
· Street lighting itself however will have a greater impact on reassurance & feelings of safety.
It was noted that lighting until midnight or 1 am will give this reassurance whilst lighting on later when most people are asleep will have little impact on feelings of safety.

It was agreed to write to Mr Kidson explaining that the Parish Council had taken into account its responsibilities under section 17 of the 1998 Act on all its street lighting decisions

23
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Disability Awareness Workshops
Cllr Page gave a verbal report on her attendance at this recent workshop which she had found very interesting and had come away with lots of information and statistics.
In particular she informed that meeting that one speaker had said that if a disabled person’s nearest railway station does not have facilities for those with disabilities, British Rail will send a cab to take the person to the nearest station with facilities and pick them up again from that station. It was agreed to put this in the newsletter once the facts had been clarified.
24
SIGN FOR SOUTH DARENTH

Cllr Page reported that there are no direction signs for South Darenth off the A225 from the Dartford direction and these were needed to help travellers trying to find the village.

It was agreed to make a request to Kent Highways for one at the top of Devon Road and for South Darenth to be added to the sign pointing down Station Road. It was suggested that Sutton at Hone and Hawley Parish Council be asked if it has any objections to this request as the signs are in its area.
25
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mill Site – Fairview New Homes

Cllr Oram reported that the temporary access to the building site was now open bringing the number of entrances to 3 ( they were using the Station Road entrance as well as the main one in Horton Road). He said it was hearsay that the Salle building was to be used for offices on the first floor and a medium grade restaurant and a convenience store on the ground floor. It was definite that the chiropodist currently working at the doctors’ surgery would be taking a frontage unit. He was also able to report that at last work had restarted on the frontage wall. Cllr Eagles asked for this to be an agenda item for the next agenda for an update.
Gypsy Plot 4 
Cllr Oram reported that the enforcement officer for Sevenoaks District Council had said that once the family has been offered housing, the enforcement team could take some action. It was requested that the matter be put on the next agenda for an update.

Decisions Not Yet Actioned
Cllr Mitchell said that there were a number of decisions yet to be actioned including 

Anti dog fouling posters

The play train plaque; and

New benches in Heathside

which should be put on the Parish Council agenda in order to keep track of them.
River Path

Cllr Wilson reported that the path between Station Road and Westminster Field was in need of cutting. The clerk explained that the path was cut once a year by KCC and up to 3 times by the Parish Council. She would try and find out when the KCC cut was due and arrange other cuts to fit.

Carriageway in Franks Lane

Cllr Tripp offered to report the large dip in the road near the bridge which seemed to be getting worse and worse.

Darent Valley Hospital Foundation Status

The clerk reported that application for this had been abandoned by the hospital because it could not meet the criteria.

Citizen’s Advice AGM 

The clerk reported that members were invited to attend the upcoming AGM.

Sevenoaks Area Meeting of KALC

The clerk reported that agendas were available for this upcoming meeting if anyone was interested in attending.
Hall Hirer’s Damage Deposit

Cllr Bradley reported briefly on a meeting with a hirer who was in dispute with the Parish Council. There was some discussion on the best way forward in cases like this in the future.

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm
Chairman

Date

