HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 November 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr D Mitchell, S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: None
77
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October be approved and signed as a correct record.

78
MATTERS ARISING

Arriva Bus 414 Route

Cllrs Bradley and Page who will be attending a meeting on 19 November asked for agreement from councillors that this Council should be looking out for the best interests of residents of this parish and not others. This was agreed. Access to the doctors’surgery was most important.

79
POLICE MATTERS

Crime and Disorder Act 1998
It was agreed to bear in mind any matters which needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act throughout the meeting.

Police attendance at Council meetings

It was noticed that officers rarely attended out meetings and it was agreed that the clerk should ask Insp Futers the reason for this lack of presence.

80
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Horton Road Closure

Philip McGarvey reported that he had been told that Horton Road would not be open until April 2011. This led to a long discussion on the frustration of local residents and the disappointment of the Parish Council about the lack of communication from Sevenoaks District Council and Kent Highways and their tendency to blame each other. The Parish Council felt badly let down by both authorities.
RESOLVED that 

· letters be sent to Sevenoaks District Council and Kent Highways expressing dismay and dissatisfaction at the way the whole matter has been managed to the detriment of residents of this parish and frustration at seeing nothing happening on site month after month;

· an open letter to residents be included in the next newsletter.
Budget

Cllr McGarvey suggested that the Parish Council might want to budget for cutting the grass at Saxon Place, Shrubbery Road and Glebe Place if Sevenoaks District Council decides to stop maintaining them adequately due to the forthcoming cutbacks.

81
KCC CONSULTATION DRAFT BOLD STEPS FOR KENT
Cllr Eagles reported on the contents of this document. KCC had to find savings of £330m in the next 4 years which meant it was having to change its approach to the buying and selling of services. There would be a greater emphasis on using voluntary and community services, there would be an expansion of personal budgets whereby service users choose how they spend on the things they require and there would be a combining of services with Essex in order to make savings. In general KCC seems to want to pass out everything to everyone else!
Cllr Eagles was thanked for her report but at the moment the Parish Council does not know what it will actually mean to them. It was decided to respond when we know the details. Cllr McGarvey suggested that a response could be made asking for plenty of time to budget for any items that the Parish Council may need to fund.
82
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes of the committee were received for information. 

83
PLANNING

The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/10/01617/FUL

The Pippins Rays Hill

Two storey rear extension. Raising roof ridge height to facilitate loft conversion with 3 dormers to north elevation GRANTED

SE/10/02027/LBCALT

The Stable Mussenden Farm

Replacement softwood windows with hardwood windows. GRANTED 

SE/10/02282/AGRNOT

2 Beeches Farm Cottages, Canada Farm Road

New agricultural building for hay store GRANTED 

84
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. 
85
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Cllrs Oram and Wilson and the clerk reported back from a meeting with Sevenoaks District Council’s Property Manager and Andrew Boakes Associates, architects on 20 October.

Some notes and figures had been circulated to Members which showed that the worst case scenario showed a shortfall in the region of £50,000. However, it was hoped that savings of up to 10% could be made on previous figures which would reduce this by £30,000. There were other savings which could be made, for instance the kitchen and toilets could be arranged by the Parish Council directly with the fitters and independent of the builder. In any event, the architect will need to know soon all the details of what is wanted in the extension.

RESOLVED that

· the decision made in February 2010 to appoint Sevenoaks District Council as project managers be re-affirmed;

· in order to make decisions between Council meetings as necessary as the project proceeds, responsibility be delegated to Cllrs Bradley, Valentine and Wilson and the clerk to make these decisions, such decisions to be reported back to the Parish Council each month.

Roger Gough arrived during discussion on the previous item.

86
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Horton Road Closure
Roger Gough reported that the road should be re-opened, with traffic lights in operation, by the end of January 2011. This was at odds with the earlier report from the District Councillor. Special measures would be needed to make sure there were no dangers from vehicles exiting the temporary access from the Mill site. Kent Highways will shortly be sending out a letter to households in the immediate vicinity explaining the situation. The Parish Council thought these should go to all residents as everyone is affected by this closure. Comments were made for the county councillor to take on board that as Skinney Lane has become a major thoroughfare whilst the road is closed, it is essential that it receives attention from the gritting lorries in icy weather.
Budget

KCC spending cuts looked likely to be 10% in the first year (2011/12).
87
VILLAGE HALL CARETAKER/MAINTENANCE

It was reported that Lorna Robertson of Esparto Way has been appointed as village hall caretaker 
As a number of the excellent candidates who were interviewed had good maintenance skills it was agreed to ask them to quote for any small maintenance jobs that arose.
88
GYPSY SITE ON GRAZING PLOT 4

It was noted that the residents of plot 4 had still not left the site. Cllr McGarvey said that Sevenoaks District Council is currently looking at the whole subject of gypsies and site provision so SDC is waiting for the next phase. It was felt that as the family had been offered alternative accommodation Sevenoaks should take a strong stance on moving them off.
Cllr Oram reported that Sevenoaks housing and planning staff had given approval to the content of the item put in the July newsletter but Sevenoaks housing managers had subsequently spoken to the parish clerk saying that private information about the homeless status of the family should not have been included. They implied that it was the clerk’s fault and wanted to make sure it did not happen again whereas they should actually have been apologising for putting the clerk in a situation of vulnerability.

It was agreed that a strong letter of complaint be sent to Sevenoaks from the Chairman. 
89
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Parish Councils Consortium
Cllr Tripp reported on the recent meeting when salt bins, street lighting, adult fitness equipment and tree works were discussed. The next meeting will be at Otford on 9 February 2011.

90
DOG FOULING POSTERS
Cllr Eagles offered to look at designing a poster for us to use along the lines of the Stone Parish Council one. She asked other members to email her with their ideas.
91
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Franks Lane Bridge

Cllr Tripp asked that the matter of the state of the area near the Franks Lane bridge and the metal rings that had been affixed to the bridge be discussed at the next meeting.

January 2011 Meeting

A date for this meeting needed to be set at the December meeting because of a bank holiday on the first Monday.
The meeting ended at 9.28 pm.
Chairman

Date

