HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 4 October 2010 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

4 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr R Eagles. Cllr M Oram sent apologies for lateness.
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Bradley declared a personal interest in Minute 72. Cllr Wilson declared a personal interest in Minute 74.
59
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September be approved and signed as a correct record.

60
MATTERS ARISING

414 Bus Route Meeting

Although at the last meeting it was reported that this meeting would be held on 8 October, this had been an error and the date for the meeting was still awaited.

61
POLICE MATTERS

Crime and Disorder Act 1998
It was agreed to bear in mind any matters which needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act throughout the meeting.

PACT Meeting

Members were reminded that the next PACT meeting is on Wednesday 6 October in the legion hall at 7.30 pm.

62
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors had nothing to report.

63
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes of the committee were received for information. 

64
PLANNING

SE/10/02472/FUL The Leas Dartford Road

Erection of Wooden Fence with concrete posts above stone retaining wall and replacement of existing fence with wooden fence with concrete posts
The Parish Council has no comment on this application.

 

SE/10/02445/FUL

1 Viaduct Terrace

Alteration to Frontage

The Parish Council has no objections to this application.

 

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/10/02064/AGRNOT

2 Beeches Farm Cottages

Erection of second agricultural building. GRANTED

SE/10/02019/FUL

48 School Lane

Erection of single storey rear, side and front extensions and creation of hardstanding to front. REFUSED

65
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

The clerk reported that a bill had been received from BT in the sum of £234 + VAT for a repair to the incoming line to the office which had been cut. It was agreed that the repair was the responsibility of the supplier as it was outside of the building and the Parish Council agreed not to pay it while the dispute about payment was under consideration.
The clerk asked members to consider whether they wished to subscribe to Local Councils Update and 3 copies of the magazine were given out.
RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors who are invited to attend the internal audit session was received. 

Grants

Cllr Page asked whether the Horton Kirby Education Trust of the School Lane Environmental Centre was an organisation that could receive a financial contribution from the Parish Council. It was agreed that the Trust should make an application in the usual way.
Roger Gough arrived.

66
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Horton Road – Road Closure
Roger Gough reported there was bad news on the status of this road closure. Officers had been in close contact with Fairview throughout the closure and had, until the end of last week, been assured that all was on schedule. Fairview now says that the timetable is slipping. Roger Gough had sent an email objecting to this because this will impact on the New Road resurfacing as well as badly inconveniencing residents for a further period. Parish councillors were extremely concerned to hear of this delay and wanted to know why Fairview were not being told to put their resources into completing this work before doing works on other areas of the site.
KCC Spending 

Roger Gough reported on what KCC was doing regarding directives from the Government for transparency by publishing all spending over £500 on its website.

Michael Oram arrived during the following item.

67
SPEED INDICATORS, SPEED RESTRICTIONS AND VARIOUS HIGHWAYS MATTERS
The Parish Council considered various options following advice received from

a KCC Highways Senior Transportation Engineer.

Inter-active Speed Sign (ISS)
This type of speed sign is not allowable in the locations indicated at the 7 June Parish Council meeting and the provision of these was not discussed further.
KCC Speed Indicator Device (SID)

It was reported that this is a different device from the SDC SID which relies on volunteers. The KCC SID is a speed indicator device which KCC Highways will install at one or more locations identified by Highways for a period of 6 weeks once a year. This is a proven very helpful tool and is paid for fully by Highways. Members discussed the usefulness of such a device for such a short time but agreed to support one by the school and one at the Forge Lane / Skinney Lane junction. If other locations were suggested these would also be supported subject to there not being too many of them in the parish.
Vehicle Actuated Sign (VAS) 

Vehicle actuated signs work on the same principle as ISS Signs but are used to support existing warning signs or at locations identified as crash black sites.  They are essentially standard type highway warning signs which include an electronic sign plate with the word SLOW.  These are funded by KCC but each year only the highest priority schemes secure the necessary funds so Parish Councils can fund those which meet the KHS assessment criteria.  
RESOLVED that no action be taken in providing funds for VASs until the outcome is known of how the SIDs work.
Other Slowing Devices 
The Highways engineer also suggested that road markings of either SLOW or 30mph roundels painted in 17 locations in the parish would help support the current 30mph speed limit in Horton Kirby and South Darenth. The cost of these would be borne by KCC Highways.
Members were rather concerned to hear 17 locations had been suggested and were worried that so many would have a detrimental visual impact on the parish. This matter will be considered again at the next meeting in order to give full consideration to individual sites.

Bus Stop Yellow Boxes

The Parish Council was asked if it wished to consider yellow boxes marked on the road at bus stops to help road safety. 

RESOLVED that the Parish Council would like to see one yellow box marking only installed at the bus stop outside Leeraj’s shop in East Hill, South Darenth (on the same side as Leeraj's). 
RECOMMENDATION that consideration be given to this suggestion.

68
VILLAGE PA SYSTEM

A suggestion that the Parish Council budgets in 2011/12 for a Village PA system was discussed. There were various practical concerns including possible accidental damage and storage implications as well as concerns about what sort of equipment would suit all possible users.

A proposal to budget for this equipment failed for want of a seconder.

69
PARISH PLAN
The Chairman’s suggestion that Carl Adams of ACRK be invited to attend a meeting after May 2011 because he considers this should be a matter decided by the newly-elected parish councillors was accepted.

70
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Notes of meetings with hall users held on 2 August and 27 September were received. 

It was reported that the total amount of money received from Fairview New Homes is £283,558.60, some £14,000 less than expected. 
71
CONSORTIUM OF PARISH COUNCILS

The Parish Council had no items to be added to the agenda for the next meeting on 13 October.

72
PLAQUE FOR PETER BRADLEY’S TREE
After some discussion on this matter Cllr Bradley informed the Parish Council that he did not wish to see a plaque on this tree in the village hall grounds.

73
SOUTH DARENTH NOTICEBOARD

Cllr Page had received several requests for the noticeboard to be moved to its original position at the right hand side of the Mill Green because it was more likely to be read by passers-by. This was likely to change with further development of the Mill site and it was also agreed that it’s central, prominent position was more fitting and had been agreed by the person who had paid for the noticeboard.
RESOLVED that no action be taken to move the noticeboard.

74
HEATHSIDE – JUNIOR PITCHES – MATCH FEES

The Parish Council discussed match fees for junior pitches on Heathside. Cllr Oram offered to monitor the matches on a weekly basis.
RESOLVED that the fees for junior pitches at Heathside be set at £20 per match for the 2010/11 season, the fees to be invoiced in 3 stages through the season.
75
HEDGE OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL
RESOLVED that the hedge opposite the village hall be cut back to 2 metres in height and maintained at that height in the future.

76
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Dog Fouling

Cllr Mitchell reminded the meeting that dog fouling posters were still needed to be put up. The clerk said that she was waiting for a response from Stone Parish Council to see if we could use its posters and she would chase this up.

The meeting ended at 9.05 pm.
Chairman

Date

