HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 February 2011 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell, C Page, J Stevenson, G Tripp, and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram and R Valentine 
R Gough, County Councillor 

PC Chris Relf and PCSOs Tim Darling and Toby Hawkins

Declarations of Interests: Cllr E Wilson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 123 (schedule of accounts for payment – cheque 6848)
117
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

118
POLICE MATTERS
Crime and Disorder Act 1998
It was agreed to bear in mind any matters which needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act throughout the meeting.

PC Chris Relf

It was reported that PC Relf will be leaving on 28 February and Insp Futers is in the process of recruiting his replacement.
119
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Plot 4  Update

It was reported that the current situation was that no legal action was being taken by Sevenoaks DC on this matter as it was expected that the family would be rehoused in the near future and so it was not in the public interest to take the family to court at the present time.
120
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Horton Road Closure

Parish councillors were aware that there is a further 4 week delay in re-opening Horton Road because of the unstable wall structure.

Kent Highways Gritting

Roger Gough had submitted a written report that there was a very strong belief at Kent Highways that the reports that grit lorries were being driven around without gritting did not happen and that Kent Highways could not find any evidence that it had happened .

School Zig Zag Enforcement Signs

It was agreed to investigate the cost of these signs and request a grant for this from the county councillor’s highways fund in 2011/12.

121
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes (Nov 2010) of the committee were received for information. 

122
PLANNING

SE/10/03016/LBCALT    
The Salle Building H.K. Paper Mills Restaurant/Retailshop/Offices. Revised Application.
In view of the fact that this revised application relates to the decision not to place air conditioning units on the roof and is only a very minor amendment to the plans previously appraised, the Parish Council raises no objections.
11/00045/WTCA

Crispins The Street

Fell 1 Ash Tree

It was agreed to leave this matter to the Council’s tree officer.
The following notice of Appeal decision was received for information:

SE/10/02019/FUL

48 School Lane

Erection of single storey rear side and front extensions

APPEAL DISMISSED

The following enforcement notice of breach of condition was received for information:

SE/99/01275/FUL

Millenium House, Holmesdale Road (New house in grounds of Avenue House)

Boundary walls and pillars have been constructed without permission. Demolition required within 30 days from 21 January 2011.

123
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Direct Debits

Village Hall Gas

The information that EDF has reduced the gas payment amount to £130 per month from January 2011 was received and the matter approved.

Advertising

Website

RESOLVED that the charge for business advertising on the parish website remain at £10 per annum.
Parish Council Noticeboards

RESOLVED that business advertisements on the parish noticeboards were not appropriate and would be removed if space was required for local events and official notices.

New Savings Account 

RESOLVED that £30000 be transferred to a one year fixed rate bond with the Halifax at 2%.

124
ALLOTMENTS 
Fencing
The Parish Council was informed that a plotholder has reported that the fence at the end of her plot has been pushed over by the heavy snow and she had asked if the Parish Council will re-erect the fence. 

In view of the fact that much of the site was not fenced, it was agreed that there would be no point in re-erecting this small part.
RESOLVED that no action be taken on this request.

Rents
RESOLVED that the rents for 2011/12 be £35 per plot.

125
PARISH COUNCILS CONSORTIUM

Members were reminded that the meeting is on 9 February at Otford at 7 for 7.30 pm. Cllrs Bradley and Tripp would be attending.
126
MUSSENDEN LANE FIELD

The Chairman reported complaints made by a resident about activities in this field which included bonfires and piles of rubble, which made the area an eyesore and devalued the area. Cllr McGarvey stated that Sevenoaks District Council’s environmental health officers were aware of the nuisance bonfires and the planning officers knew about the other unauthorised structures but he suggested that the Parish Council also write to express concern and ask for action to be taken.

127
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

River Darent

Malcolm Dunn’s annual report was received with many thanks.

PACT Meeting – 31 January

There were verbal reports from those who had attended the recent meeting and a great deal of subsequent discussion mainly debating whether the meetings were worthwhile. The main problem was seen to be the fact that the same matters were talked about at length at every meeting and that nothing seemed to be resolved. However, it was noted that there was a good number of local people who attended each meeting and it would be a shame to discourage this interest. Some councillors thought that these people should be encouraged to attend the Parish Council meeting instead but others, those who had attended the PACT meeting, did not agree that the parish council was the correct forum for this type of community involvement. Cllr Page, Chairman of PACT agreed to ask at the next meeting if those present wanted to continue with the PACT meeting and would try to move the discussion on to new areas of concern.
128
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Farningham Road Station 150th Anniversary
The clerk reported that the celebration, postponed because of the extreme weather conditions in early December, would now be held at the station on 25 February at 11.30am and all were welcome to attend.

Informative. Date subsequently changed to 4 March.
The meeting ended at 8.40 pm.
Chairman

Date

