HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 September 2011 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs I Blackamore, R House, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, M Stead, 


R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor

PCSO T Hawkins

2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: I Chetham, District Councillor 
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Blackamore declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minutes 47 (schedule of accounts and 100 Year Wood) 
41
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 4 and 26 July be approved and signed as a correct record.

42
POLICE MATTERS
Police report

PCSO Toby Hawkins submitted a written report for councillors which reported on PACT priorities of speeding, parking and shed breaks. Crime figures were listed which showed a 3.7% from last year which equated to an increase of 4 offences.
Cllr Valentine wanted to know if the police had any intelligence on who was responsible for the ubiquitous Euro tag graffiti but they did not. 

Cllr Page reported 2 horses being ridden on the river footpath.
Crime and Disorder Act 1998
It was agreed to bear in mind any matters which needed to be considered in the light of the duties imposed by section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act throughout the meeting.
43
REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Cllr McGarvey reported that Sevenoaks has a community fund for projects up to £3000.

44
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Signs for Enforcing Zig Zag Lines at Horton Kirby School

Zebra Crossing in Horton Road at entrance to Mill Site

These 2 items were raised at PACT meetings and comments from Kent Highways were awaited. Roger Gough reported that progress on these and the other items for which funding had been requested (East Hill speeding and road markings to reduce speed) had come to a temporary stop because of staff changes at KCC. They would be put on a future agenda.

45
VILLAGE HALL AND RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEES

a. Minutes

The latest approved Minutes of the ROS committee were received for information. 

b. Meetings

RESOLVED that a delegated power to arrange when meetings will be held be added to the terms of reference of both committees.
c. Terms of Reference of the Village Hall Committee

RESOLVED that 

· the management of the village hall extension be added to the terms of reference of the Village Hall Committee;
· the name of new hall and any new name for existing hall be decided by the Parish Council after recommendations from the village hall committee.
· The village hall committee be asked to consider details of the official opening of the new hall and submit ideas and costs for approval to the Parish Council.
46
PLANNING

SE/11/01874/FUL

The Red Barn Stack Road

Conversion of barn to residential use with demolition of some associated structures

The Parish Council supports this revised application on the grounds that the proposed architectural detailing is in keeping with the existing barn and the impact on the green belt will be less as parts of the barn are to be demolished and the floor plate will be less. Many of the existing materials such as the slates will be re-used.
The Parish Council endorses this development because it is a 'betterment' of the current situation where the existing barn is in a very dilapidated condition. The proposal will result in an improvement to the street scene.
SE/11/02232/FUL

South Darenth Village Church New Road

Demolish existing entrance/porch/lobby and erection of new entrance including WCs & store. The Parish Council has no objection to this application.
SE/11/02210/WTCA

Old Coach House Forge Lane

Fell 1 Ash Tree 

The Parish Council leaves the decision to the Sevenoaks tree officer.
The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/11/01081/FUL

137 New Road

Bathroom extension and single storey side extension REFUSED

SE/11/01154/FUL

The Pippins, Rays Hill

Demolition of single garage and replacement with double garage GRANTED

SE/11/01212/LDCEX

Farm Cottage, Prince Charles Ave

To confirm lawful use as a dwelling house CONFIRMED

SE/11/01126/FUL

Unit 2 Horton Road

Air Sourced Heat Pump APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

SE/11/01327/FUL

59 School Lane

Conservatory GRANTED

KCC/SE/0260/2011

Horton Kirby School

Removal of 1.2m chestnut paling fence and replacement with 1.5m green weld mesh fence GRANTED

SE/11/01562/FUL

48 School Lane

Single storey rear front and side extensions GRANTED

SE/11/01493/FUL

18 East Hill

Single storey rear extension GRANTED

SE/11/00754/FUL

Farm cottage Prince Charles Ave Southdowns

Refurbishment of property to include double glazed windows, new bathroom and kitchen GRANTED

Plot in Station Road South Darenth at junction with A225
The Parish Council objects to this application on Green Belt grounds and approves the objections already submitted to Dartford Borough Council

SE/11/01540 

1 Viaduct Terrace 

Erection of porch to side frontage, extension to extend existing utility and demolish existing garage/workshop and greenhouse and erection of a conservatory.
Cllr McGarvey stated that he had gone against the decision of the Parish Council and recommended approval because some flood defence measures had been undertaken and the overall floor area of the development on-site is smaller to than existing

47
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.
100 Year Wood

Reports about the state of the Wood from various sources were submitted to the Parish Council.
The NW Kent Countryside Project officers had visited the site and suggested a seven year management plan that would include thinning out abundant species such as dogwood and ash as well as invasive plants like sycamore and Himalayan bramble. They also wanted to see the existing paths widened and new paths created.

Intervention at this stage was also supported by Dr David Blakesley CEnv, MIEEM of Wildlife Landscapes but the Woodland Trust had stated that, in terms of management, the woodland needs very little intervention over the next 5 - 10 years.
The Countryside Project offered volunteer project days at £195 per day but also volunteered to look into funding sources. This information was still awaited and the clerk was asked to chase this up.

RESOLVED that 

· The rides be widened to 3m at a cost of £120 at the next cut;
· Further information on funding sources be gathered and the matter considered again that a future meeting.

Legacy from Georgina Comins

Members were informed that a legacy of £4000 had been left to the Parish Council by Ms Comins.
It was generally agreed that this money should be spent on capital projects as a lasting memorial and not revenue costs. Members would consider appropriate uses of the money.
Completion of Annual Audit 2010/11

Members were given information that the annual audit has been completed and there are no issues arising.

48  
100 YEAR WOOD BOOK

RESOLVED that entries be made in the commemorative book to record special events for historical purposes.

49
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Update

It was reported that Bolt and Heeks the lowest tenderer in the contract sum of £268,706 had been appointed to build the hall extension. A shortfall of some £12,000 in the money from the section 106 sum payment currently held by Sevenoaks District Council was necessary from Parish Council reserves.

RESOLVED that £12,000 be made available from Parish reserves.

Staffing matters for the new hall

The Parish Council had to decide how to deal with the additional duties associated with the new hall once it is operating. It was agreed to pass this to the Village Hall committee to discuss.

50
BENCH AT FORMER BUS STOP EAST HILL

RESOLVED that no action be taken to replace the bench which had been removed by persons unknown.

51
PARISH COUNCILS CONSORTIUM

No members wished to attend the next meeting on 19th October at Crockenhill and apologies would be sent from this Parish Council.
52
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Pavilion
Cllr Oram reported that local footballers had been eulogising about the facilities and condition of the pavilion since its renovation following the break in and thefts in February.

Sevenoaks Standards Committee

Cllr House informed the Parish Council that he had been appointed as a member of this committee and would shortly be undertaking training for the role.

Dog Fouling

Members felt that the amount of dog fouling in the villages was unacceptably high. Cllr Mitchell said that the laminated posters should be put up everywhere they could be.
53
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

54
PAY REVIEW

Recommendations from the group appointed to carry out the 2011 pay review were considered and agreed without modification.
The meeting ended at 8.50 pm.
Chairman

Date

