HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 30 July 2007 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor (arrived later)
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr M Oram
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Mitchell declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 70 Schedule of Accounts because one of the cheques was payable to her for a travel claim.
61
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 July be approved and signed as a correct record.

62
MATTERS ARISING

County Councillor’s Grant
The chairman reported that KCC supply kissing gates to landowners who wish to replace styles therefore it was not necessary to apply for them through the County Councillor’s Grant Fund.

Fighting Cocks Licence

It was reported that a lot of action is now taking place.

Saxon Place Greens

Cllr McGarvey is still chasing SDC officers for an update.

63
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest.

An item on a pathway would be put to a future meeting if necessary.
64
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest.
Post Offices Closures

The list of closures in Kent will be published in September after which there will be a 6 week consultation period.

65
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

66
PLANNING

Creation of Planning Committee

Members considered whether planning applications could be better dealt with by a separate Planning Committee.

RESOLVED that planning applications continue to be dealt with at Parish Council meetings but that the plans are put out half an hour before the Parish Council meeting so that Members can have a look at them before the meeting. 

Report from SDC Forum on Planning

Cllrs Bradley and Wilson and the clerk who attended this forum gave a verbal report to the parish council. It was stated that Green Belt policies were very strongly defended and that many objections put forward by parishes were not material considerations. Although the Local Development Framework had not yet been completed, some parts of the Sevenoaks District Local Plan were not now in force. The clerk had a note of those policies that had been saved. Members asked to have a copy of these and any other useful information that would assist them in making meaningful and realistic comments on applications.

The following applications have been received for comments:

SE/07/01761/FUL

Meadow View, The Street

Single storey rear/side extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/07/01944 & 1945/FUL & LBCALT

Little Franks, Franks Lane

Provision of gates and railings to front boundary
The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/07/07/02011/FUL

Winthorpe, Holmesdale Hill

Two storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/07/02142/WTPO

Tree Tops Holmesdale Hill

Reduce crown of Walnut tree by 25%

The Parish Council has no objections to this application provided that the work is done by a reputable professional.

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/07/01373/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Demolish existing bungalow and build new single storey cottage GRANTED

SE/07/01616/FUL

Mussenden Cottage, Mussenden Lane

Addition of dormer window to create landing area for access to new bedroom at first floor level REFUSED

SE/07/01728/LBCALT

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Reduction in height of the chimney by 12m GRANTED

67
STANDING ORDERS

RESOLVED that Standing Orders for the Parish Council and its committees as attached to these Minutes as Appendix A be adopted.
68
PARKING IN STATION ROAD TO EAST OF A225

Members discussed the problems and concerns of local residents about the parking in Station Road that is restricting the road to a single lane. The problems at busy times will only increase when the new Paper Mill development is finished and it was felt that  action should be taken now.

RESOLVED that the Highways Authority be asked to investigate the matter (with a copy to Dartford Borough Councillor, Anthony Martin) 

69
FLOODING – EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

The clerk asked whether the Parish Council wished to initiate any emergency plans for times of flooding in view of the recent severe problems in other parts of the country. 
Cllr Wilson expressed an interest in this matter and agreed to investigate to see what other parish councils did and what help was available from Sevenoaks District Council.

70        SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

The meeting ended at 8.25 pm
Chairman

Date

