HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 3 December 2007 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr R Valentine (Vice-Chairman in the Chair)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 

Sgt K Brigden, PCSO P Hylands and PCSO R Rowbottom

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs P Bradley and C Page, S Arnold, District Councillor and R Gough, County Councillor

126
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record.

127
MATTERS ARISING

County Councillor’s Grant Fund

Information was received that the South Darenth sign is to be replaced by Kent Highways and, as a result of discussions at the last meeting that funds would be appreciated for play equipment, an application had been made for money towards this instead.

Proposed Residents’ Association, South Darenth

Cllr Valentine reported that he hoped to have further information in the new year.

128
POLICE MATTERS

Funding of PCSO from 1 April 2008

Discussion was held with the police officers and Sgt Brigden reported on how the 2 PCSOs would be deployed. He stated that PCSO Hylands would be the last PCSO to be moved to other duties, if more manpower was needed in an emergency. He was unable to shed any light on why parish councils who part-funded their PCSOs had no service level agreement with the police but agreed that this was necessary.

RESOLVED that 50% funding for our PCSO for one year from 1 April 2008 be agreed subject to a satisfactory service level agreement being signed.

Policing Kent 2008/09 Survey

Members agreed to make responses to this survey and pass them to the parish office for collating.

The Police officers left the meeting after the above item

129
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillor reported on various matters of interest.

130
COMMITTEE MINUTES

1
Village Hall Committee
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 1 November were received for information.

Name of Village Hall

RESOLVED that the official name for the village hall be the village hall.

2
Recreation and Open Spaces Committee
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 5 November were received for information.

131
PLANNING

SE/07/03120/FUL

8 Forge Lane

Erection of single storey side extension to provide disabled showering facilities

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notice was received for information:

SE/07/02837/FUL

Mussenden Cottage, Mussenden Lane

Addition of dormer window to create landing area for access to new room at first floor level GRANTED

132
GRANTS 2007/8

RESOLVED that the following grants be made:

Horton Kirby Scouts £400 

Volunteer Centre Swanley £200 

Eleanor Hospice at Home £250 

Age Concern Darent Valley £250 

South Darenth Village Society £250 

Swanley District CAB £100 

Kenward Trust £100 

West Kent Mediation £75 

Youth Befriending £125 

RESOLVED that 

1. the above grants at a total of £1750 be made; and

2. no grant be made to South Darenth Short Mat Bowling Club. 

133
PLAY AREAS AND PLAY EQUIPMENT

Play Areas Annual Inspections and Repairs (PAIR) Sub-Committee

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 25 October were received for information.

School Play Area

RESOLVED that investigations be made into gifting the play area to the school, on condition that the area is still available to the public outside of school hours.
Play Equipment Shrubbery Road

1 Consultation 

Members were informed that a consultation event would take place on the Green on Saturday 8 December between 10 am and 12 noon to get the views of residents on what sort of equipment they would like.

2 Funding

There was considerable discussion on how much funding was needed to install the first phase of the Shrubbery Road Play Equipment and where it would come from. It was considered that a ball park figure of £25,000 was needed for the first phase of providing a goal, basketball ring and associated fencing item, a second item, chosen by the residents, appropriate safety surfaces and repairs to the existing swings.
RESOLVED that 
1. the first phase of Shrubbery Road play area redevelopment go ahead;

2. £12,000 of insurance claim monies be used together with any sum forthcoming from the County Councillor’s grant fund and Rail Action Group funds (see below) for new equipment; and

3. funding for repairs to the existing equipment be taken from Reserves, if appropriate.

Rail Action Group Funds

Members discussed whether, now that the high speed rail trains have left our line, it was an appropriate time to consider using the Rail Link money for play equipment. 

RESOLVED that £5,000 to used from the Rail Action Group funds for new play equipment on Shrubbery Road Green.

Paper Mill Development Section 106 Monies for Community Facilities

There was considerable discussion on the question of play equipment being provided on Heathside and there was some sympathy for Cllr Mitchell’s idea that provision for older children should be made on the land. However, there were also concerns that if play equipment bought with section 106 money was destroyed by vandals then it would not be a good way to use the money to serve the community. 

It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee should decide whether a reduced size extension was acceptable but that no decision could be made on this until the VAT situation was finally clarified. Once the Village Hall Committee had made its recommendation, the matter would be referred back to the Parish Council.
134
KENT FIRE SERVICE

A copy of the Fire & Rescue Authority’s Integrated Risk Management Plan 2008/9 was received. It was decided that this parish council had had insufficient contact with the service to be able to comment on it. 

135
ANNUAL AUDIT 2006/7

The information that the annual report has been carried out and the auditor has found no matters giving cause for concern was received.

136
MONTHLY INTERNAL AUDIT

The information that internal audits had been carried out by Cllr Oram on 31 October and 21 November was received.

137
HEDGE

It was agreed to get further quotes for the amount of planting that could be done in the gaps in the hedge for £1000 in view of the fact that details were still awaited from Down to Earth Trees.

The Parish Council was informed that Kent Highways officers had agreed to provide the protective chestnut paling on each side of the new plants but they had suggested that the planting is done as soon as possible while there is still money in their funds. 
138
PUBLIC TOILETS CLOSURE

The question of closing the public toilets was on the agenda but not discussed. The matter was overlooked after discussion on the insurance claim for the replacement cubicle doors.

139
BURIAL GROUND – PERMISSION TO SITE A COMMEMORATIVE BENCH

A request was received from Marjorie Seal to place a bench seat in the burial ground. The clerk advised that this could set a precedent and would mean a loss of burial plots. She also reported that she had since spoken to Mrs Seal who was considering an alternative location. It was pointed out that there was a spare place on the bank overlooking St Mary’s church. There is already one bench in the parish burial ground.

140
CHANGES TO FOOTPATHS – SPEEDGATE

Information was received on changes to public right of ways in the Speedgate area.

141
CPRE SUBSCRIPTION

RESOLVED that the Parish Council subscribes to CPRE for a further year at a cost of £27.

142
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 11 IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOLLOWING ITEM

RESOLVED - that Standing Order 11 be suspended during consideration of the item that follows.
143
PARISH COUNCILS CONSORTIUM

RESOLVED that application be made to re-join the local Consortium.
144
BUDGET MEETING 

A date for the special meeting to set the 2008/9 budget was arranged for 28 January 2008.

145         SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

The meeting ended at 9.45 pm.
Chairman

Date

