HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 January 2007 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor (arrived later)

PCSO Peter Hylands
4 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Eagles and G Tripp. Cllrs Oram and Stevenson apologised for lateness.
Declarations of Interests: Cllr R Valentine declared a personal interest in Minute 148 concerning the Police Liaison Officer.
146
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 December be approved and signed as a correct record.

147
MATTERS ARISING

Hedge Renovation Works Horton Road
RESOLVED that a quote from Lothlorien Landscape Services to plant 80 metres of hedging in the gaps of this hedge along the footway between the village hall and Jacobs Lane be accepted and the work carried out this current planting season. 

Public Toilets Winter Opening / Closure

This matter was briefly discussed but the Chairman ruled that there was insufficient notice on the agenda to allow a decision to be made to close the toilets during the winter.

Leaving Funds With Sevenoaks District Council

Members considered whether to accept a proposal from SDC that the precept is left with them for a few months in a higher interest rate account with the interest being paid to the parish council. The interest rate from Sevenoaks would be at least ½ % more than we get in the Bank of Ireland. Option 4 involved the precept being paid half on 31 July and half on 31 December.
RESOLVED that Option 4 be accepted.
148
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands was present and gave his Police report.
PCSO – Service Level Agreement

A document received from the Police was approved.
Parish / Police Liaison Officer
Members discussed the role of the Parish Council’s Police Liaison Officer. It was agreed that the situation whereby the Police Liaison Officer was not a parish councillor was not working satisfactorily as it was felt necessary that the public should make contact with a councillor in the first instance.
RESOLVED that Cllr R Valentine be appointed Parish Council Police Liaison Officer.
New Beat Officer

It was reported that the new beat officer, PC Paul Leggitt will start work on 4 February 2008.

149
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest.

150
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest.

151
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 6 December 2007 were received for information.

152
   PLANNING

The following application was received for comments:

SE/07/03515/FUL

23 Forge Lane

Loft conversion and single storey side and rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notice was received for information:

SE/07/02952/FUL

Lilliput, The Street

Single storey rear extension

GRANTED

The following enforcement notice was received for information:

Four Winds, Dartford Road

Enforcement is required for the restoration of the detached double garage to its condition before the conversion into a separate dwelling took place.

153
CARAVANS ON GRAZING PLOT 4, HORTON ROAD

The situation of the 2 unauthorised caravans sited on the grazing plot opposite the village hall was discussed. Members were informed that a planning application for a change of use to gypsy site was being submitted soon by the agent of the landowner who is currently living in the caravans.

RESOLVED that a complaint be made to Sevenoaks District Council about this unauthorised encampment and that that Council be asked what action its officers are taking to get the caravans removed.

154
NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2008 
RESOLVED that items on Car Parking in Station Road, Metal Detecting, Police Matters and the Unauthorised Encampment be included in the forthcoming newsletter.
155
METAL DETECTING
RESOLVED that the unauthorised use of metal detectors be prohibited on Parish Council land and this be incorporated into the Council’s byelaws.

156
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT OPEN SPACES STUDY – PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL CONSULTATION

Members were informed that a lengthy document on this subject with a 24 page questionnaire had been received. It is an important document to consider as it is part of the input into the planning Local Development Framework which will inform future planning policies. 
It was agreed to consider the matter at the next meeting and Cllr Wilson agreed to take the document to read.
157
KENT AIR AMBULANCE

RESOLVED that a contribution under section 137 of £100 be made towards Kent Air Ambulance. 
158
ALLOTMENTS RENTS AND BURIAL GROUND FEES

RESOLVED that rates from 1 April 2008 be as follows:
Allotments







 £25 per plot.

Burial Ground:

Interments

Still-born child or child whose age did not exceed 1 month
£20

Person whose age exceeded 1 month
£45

Purchase

Purchase of exclusive right of burial in plot (age over 1 month)
£165

Purchase of exclusive right of burial in plot (age under 1 month)
£85
Memorials and inscriptions

Any monument not exceeding 2 ft 6in in width and 4 ft in height
£85

Kerbs – standard stone or wooden kerbs only allowed
£35

Any inscription


£20

159
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

160
BUDGET UPDATE

A budget update to 31 December 2007 was received which showed that, overall, figures were on target.
161
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Major Roadworks in South Darenth
A resident of Southdowns expressed her concerns about disruption to the bus service as a result of these roadworks in the vicinity of Horton Road by the entrance to the Paper Mill redevelopment site which could cause great inconvenience to residents of Southdowns. She also stated that the 3 local offices of Arriva that she contacted knew nothing of these works and road closures. Other aspects of the works were also discussed.

It was agreed to put the matter on the agenda of the Parish Council meeting to be held on 4 February.

162
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

163
STAFF WAGES AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

A report for the information of councillors giving details of the Parish Council’s staff was circulated to enable amendments to the wages and conditions of service to be made.
There was some discussion on this report, specifically whether staff should be present when their conditions of service were discussed. It was agreed that the matter would be discussed on 28 January at 7 pm before the special budget meeting.
The meeting ended at 9.42pm
Chairman

Date

