HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 December 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

5 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: None
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 108 (Horton Road Road Closure). Cllr Valentine declared a personal interest in Minute 98 (SE/09/02574/FUL)
92
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

93
MATTERS ARISING

Parish Planning
Carl Adams of ACRK was unable to attend the meeting to discuss the needs and concerns of this community and to see whether there is a need for a Parish Plan because of travel problems on the M20. He hopes to be able to attend in January. 
Mill and River 
Malcolm Dunn had reported that the sink hole was to be filled in but a letter from the Environment Agency received subsequently stated that the hole would not be filled in as it was not seen to be a danger and the Agency did not wish to introduce foreign material into the river system.

The letter from the Environment Agency also reported at length on the reason why the works carried out by Fairview causing the reduction in flow below the hoped-for 30% in the eastern arm (Mill Stream) at times of low flow was in keeping with the planning application requirements.
94
POLICE MATTERS

PACT Meeting 30 November

The Chairman reported on the first PACT meeting for Horton Kirby and South Darenth which had been attended by ten members of the public including seven from Horton Kirby, one from South Darenth and two from Farningham. As a result of the meeting, he felt hopeful that these items might be progressed.
Three priority concerns had been agreed by the end of the meeting:

1
Parking / Speeding (various locations)
2
Flytipping (various locations)
3
Parking at HK School

Kelly Webb will be producing an action plan and the next PACT meeting will be on Wed 24 February in the legion hall for a follow up on what action has been taken on these 3 items.

95
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest for information.

96
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest.

County Councillor’s Fund

Quotes for a fence similar to the Franks Hall boundary for the eastern riverbank were reported but it was questioned whether similar fencing would subsequently be needed for the western bank. 
 

Roger Gough stated that he would support the scheme if the Parish Council considered that the project was durable and sustainable.

It was agreed that the matter would be reconsidered once some progress had been made on trying to find out whether highways and / or Thames Water permission was required.
Site Meeting 4 December East Hill

Roger Gough reported on the site meeting held to discuss various problems including bus access and flooding at the bottom of the hill.

It was reported that the bus route is to be changed so that the bus comes down East Hill but goes up to Southdowns via Holmesdale Hill and Shrubbery Road in order to try and solve the problems of the bus getting stuck going up East Hill. Cutting back the embankment was a hugely expensive operation and unlikely to get done. Yellow lines at a pinchpoint in the road were mentioned.
The highways officer had passed a report to various KCC officers on the problem of water flowing into the hairdressers and neighbouring properties because of the new road camber, blocked gullies and the lack of gullies. Roger Gough stated that they were a good team of officers and he was hopeful that something would get done. 
97
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The last approved Minutes were received for information.

Caretaker / Cleaner

RESOLVED that Glen Powling’s appointment as village hall caretaker/cleaner be ratified following a successful 3 month trial.

98
PLANNING

SE/09/02279/FUL  
Farm Cottage

Prince Charles Avenue

Demolition of existing house and erection of two new two bedroom houses.
The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/02459/FUL  
Winthorpe Holmesdale Hill

Erection of conservatory to the rear of the property
The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/02574/FUL

48 East Hill

Erection of ground floor single storey rear and side extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/09/02067/FUL

The Village Hall, Horton Road

Extension to existing village hall to provide additional community facilities

GRANTED

SE/09/01827/FUL

84 New Road

Erection of a part single, part two storey rear extension REFUSED

SE/09/01887/FUL

1 Northfield Cottages, Lombard Street

Replacement of existing lean-to conservatory with new hardwood orangery

GRANTED

SE/09/02336/FUL & 02337/LBCALT

Kirby Hall, The Street

Demolition of existing single storey side extension and erection of new single storey side extension GRANTED

99
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors are always invited to attend the internal audit session. 

Reserves

Members considered whether further interest bearing accounts should be considered for existing reserves which have balances as follows:

Current account

£33,890.11

Building and Land Reserve
£60,885.68

General Reserve: 

£32,899.99

RESOLVED that the money in the building and land reserve be transferred to a one year fixed bond with either the Abbey Business Bond (Abbey is part of Santander) or
Investec Business High 5 Account for 12 months at a rate of between 2 and 2.5%.

Grants to Local Organisations 2009 / 10

Members were informed that the closing date for applications had now passed and the Welfare Working Group was requested to meet.

External Christmas Lighting of St Mary’s Church

RESOLVED that £80 be donated for Christmas 2009. 
100
BUDGET MEETING IN JANUARY

A date of 11 January was agreed for this meeting at 7pm in the parish room.

101
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

There was extensive discussion on the need for a village hall extension or the purchase of a unit on the Mill site. In particular Members asked whether this was the right time to spend the money on a building that, using current hall bookings as a guide, would likely not be booked very much and could be a financial burden. The question was asked whether there was a better use for the money in terms of different community facilities.
As the planning application is valid for 3 years there is time to give further consideration to the matter. The time limit on spending the money was queried (verified after the meeting to be 10 years).

However, there was concern that if the extension was built at a later date, the costs could go up. This was borne out by a comment from the Sevenoaks District Council officer that now was a very good time to get a good deal from firms in the construction industry.

The question was raised should we ask the community what should be done with the money but it was pointed out that this had been done at the outset of the feasibility study.

It was suggested that the extension should be put off for a year but eventually it was 

RESOLVED to postpone the discussion until a special meeting of the Parish Council to be held in January for the sole purpose of discussing the matter in more detail.

102
STREET LIGHTING

Members received details of the new lights installed and those soon to be done. It was agreed to carry out the already agreed works in the sum of £7700 leaving £1300 in the budget for the time being to cover any repairs as they arise. There was a comment that in future years street lighting budgets should be set with the aim of upgrading most if not all of the lights to modern standards.

103
PARISH FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2010
There was discussion on whether the Parish Council should organise a public fireworks display for November 2010. Cllr Bradley offered on behalf of the Darent Valley Lions to organise this on behalf of the Parish Council provided that all costs were underwritten by the Council and all or part of the profits were kept by the Club. It was agreed that he could bring back costings to a future meeting for a decision to be made.
104
WELCOME PACK

An idea of Cllr Stevenson’s to produce a welcome pack for new residents was considered to be a good one but, as there would be quite a lot of work involved, Members wondered who would do it as the clerk did not have the time. Cllr Stevenson agreed to bring back some ideas to a future meeting. Sevenoaks District Councillors have an induction pack which might be useful.
105
MINUTES FOR ARCHIVING

RESOLVED that all but the last 5 years of the Parish Council Minutes should be archived at Kent Archives in Maidstone.

106
CONSORTIUM

Members were asked to agree that this Parish Council will host the next Consortium meeting on Monday 25 Jan 2010 but in view of the number of meetings already planned for January it was agreed to move the Consortium to February.

107
LEAVES ON PAVEMENTS

Recent problems of wet and slippery leaves on pavements and the poor way in which the hit squad had tackled the clean up of them was discussed. District councillors agreed to chase this up.

For the future it was suggested that each October’s newsletter had a prominent phone number for local people to report dangerous areas direct to Sevenoaks.

108
HORTON ROAD ROAD CLOSURE 
There was considerable discussion on the problems that the year-long full road closure would create for residents and businesses alike. It was suggested that there were better options and suggestions such as a tunnel for a single lane of traffic were put forward.

RESOLVED that a letter in the strongest terms be sent to Kent Highways and Fairview asking for the matter to be looked at again.

The meeting ended at 9.35 pm.
Chairman

Date

