HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 2 November 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
4 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr D Mitchell 
S Arnold, District Councillor
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: None
78
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

79
MATTERS ARISING

Village Hall Extension Costs and Charges

It was reported that, unfortunately, although Members were aware of the request that the proposed extension’s costs and charges could be discussed at the special meeting on 19 October, there had been no time for this.

River Darent
Malcolm Dunn, the Parish Council’s DRiPS representative attended to report on various matters concerning the current state of the river. He said that flow had returned to the eastern arm which had lost water as a result of activity on the Mill site resulting in many dead fish and the loss of other water life. However, Cllr Valentine reported that the Steering Group had met and composed a letter of objection because the Environment Agency was not going to continue with the 70:30 water flow along the 2 arms of the river as originally agreed because it had said there was not enough water to maintain the 2 arms.
Mr Dunn also reported on a large hole (probably a sink hole) in the river bank at Franks field which was swallowing 10 – 15% of the river water. The situation had been reported 2 years ago but the EA had done nothing.

Cllr Stevenson arrived during this item.

RESOLVED that a letter be sent expressing the Parish Council’s concern about these two important issues.

Meeting in May 2010

RESOLVED that the Parish Council be held on Tuesday 11 May at 8pm.

Loss of Train Service

It was noted that the response received from Southeastern was the standard letter and it was felt unlikely that changes would be made once the cuts were implemented.
80
POLICE MATTERS

Partners And Community Together (PACT )

The Parish Council received details of this initiative which both the Sevenoaks Community Safety Partnership and the Police were eager to start in South Darenth and Horton Kirby.

Some councillors were sceptical but most felt it was important to be involved with PACT, at least at the start to see if it worked. PACT Panels are not run by the Parish Council but parish clerks are usually involved in keeping notes of the issues at the quarterly meetings. It was agreed that the parish clerk would add this task to her workload.

A date for the first meeting is Monday 30 November at 7 pm in the village hall. 

RESOLVED that the Parish Council support the initiative.
81
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Glebe Place
Members were informed that the consultation process had concluded that the majority of residents wanted the football posts to be removed and Sevenoaks DC would remove them within 4 weeks if the owners had not taken them away. The Parish Council agreed to accept the decision of the majority.

Parking Outside Horton Kirby School
Cllr McGarvey reported that he had received reports of access to Court Lodge units being blocked by those parking for the school and that he was arranging for the Police and traffic wardens to patrol the area and give out tickets for illegally parked vehicles. Yellow lines were talked about but he felt that penalising those obstructing or creating other offences was the preferable way to act.

Parish councillors gave their wholehearted support in trying to get something done about the unsatisfactory situation.
Grass Cutting

Cllr McGarvey warned that it might be prudent for Parish Councils to put an amount in next year’s budget for grass cutting of Sevenoaks District Council’s grass areas in case the frequency of cut is drastically reduced. The Parish Council would then have the option of carrying out some cuts if they felt it necessary.
82
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

County Councillor’s Fund

It was agreed to apply for funding for a sturdy new replacement fence adjoining the river bridge in Franks Lane.  

83
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The latest approved Minutes of the committee (August 2009) were received for information.

84
PLANNING

SE/09/01887/FUL

1 Northfield Cotts, Lombard Street

Replace existing lean to conservatory with new hardwood orangery

No objections
SE/09/02337/LBCALT

Kirby Hall, The Street

Demolition of existing single storey side extension. Extension of existing basement level, erection of new single storey side extension and other internal alterations of listed building
No objections

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/09/01382/FUL

1 Station Road Cotts

Crossover  GRANTED

SE/09/01407/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club, Franks Lane

New vehicular access GRANTED

SE/09/01405

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Construction of temporary access road. GRANTED

SE/09/01829/FUL

Westminster House Dartford Road

Erection of ground floor rear extension with glazed link to existing buildings REFUSED

SE/09/01885/FUL

70 Devon Road

Demolition of existing rear garage and erection of single storey side extension

GRANTED

85
VILLAGE HALL HIRE CHARGES

A proposal was received from the special meeting held on 19 October attended by Cllrs Bradley, Oram, Page, Tripp, Valentine and Wilson.
A minimum charge of £6 per hour was discussed and it was agreed that this would be achieved by increasing the basic hourly rate and reducing the subsidies as noted under point 3. 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Village Hall Committee be advised of the Parish Council‘s recommendations as follows which it strongly suggests are implemented: 
1. The meeting on 19 October be designated as the special meeting referred to in Village Hall Minute 12 (7/09);

2. The rates and subsidies as specified at the village hall committee in September continue until 31 March 2010 (£9.45 per hour with 50% subsidies for local groups and 20% subsidy for Short Mat Bowls);

3. From 1 April 2010, the normal hourly continue to be increased annually as necessary and appropriate (as guidance an increase of 6% which would bring a base charge of £10 was suggested), at the same time decreasing the percentage subsidies to local organisations by 10% per year until 2012 after which a fixed rate of 20% discount will apply.

86
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors was received and councillors were invited to attend the internal audit session on Wednesday 4 November at 12 noon. 

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

It was noted that the public toilets cleaning was not in line with the budget. There was also a large percentage spend against budget in miscellaneous. Both would be investigated. It was also noted that hall rental income from casual users was 50% down on what had been budgeted. 
Funds on Deposit

Halifax Stepped Income Reserve

It was reported that this reserve has been opened and signatories are Cllrs Tripp and Wilson and C Allart, parish clerk. 
NatWest 1 yr Community Bond
It was reported that this bond is not suitable for parish councils.

Poppy Wreath
Members were informed of the date and time of the church service and Cllr Page offered to carry the Council’s wreath. Members were also reminded of the Two Minutes Silence ceremony held at the village hall on 11 November. 

RESOLVED that

1. a wreath be purchased for the 2009 Remembrance Day service in St Mary’s together with a donation to the Poppy Appeal in a total sum of £100; and

2. an amount be included in the annual budget each year specifically for this purpose.
87
POLICING SURVEY

Councillors consider their response to this survey. It was agreed that all crime issues in the survey were of equally high importance and that no increase should be made in the Policing precept. 
88
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT STRATEGY FOR TRANSPORT 2009 – 2026

It was agreed to inform Sevenoaks District Council of the lack of public transport to Sevenoaks from this parish which means that those residents without a car could not reach their District Council offices.

89
PLAYBUILDER 2010 – 2011 GRANTS

It was decided that no action should be taken on this matter.

90
PARISH PLANS

It was agreed to invite Carl Adams, new Rural Officer at Action with Communities in Rural Kent to a future Parish Council meeting to discuss the needs and concerns of this community and to see whether there was a need for a Parish Plan. The public would be made aware of this and an item included on the website.
91
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Street Cleansing

Cllr Valentine reported on a continued marked difference in the level of street cleaning in this parish compared with other neighbouring parishes which were getting a much better service. He also reported an on-going problem with the litter bin outside Leeraj’s which was full of commercial amounts of plastic wrap on most mornings. Cllr McGarvey agreed to take this up with the District Council.

Commercial Units on the Paper Mill Site

Cllr Mitchell sent a request via Cllr Page enquiring when the visit to see a commercial unit would be arranged. The Parish Council was informed that no commercial units were yet built.

The meeting ended at 9 pm.
Chairman

Date

