HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 26 January 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell (arrived during meeting), M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson          (left during meeting), G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr R Eagles
Declarations of Interests: None
148
FINANCIAL MATTERS

1
Street Lighting

Members considered the separate aspects of street lighting energy (fixed rate contract versus variable rate) and the maintenance from 1 April 2009 as well as upgrading the lights with the view to KCC adopting them.
Street Lighting Energy
RESOLVED that a fixed 24 month contract with Edf Energy be entered into as soon as possible. 

Street Lighting Maintenance

RESOLVED that a 12 month contract with PFL lighting be entered into from 1 April 2009 

Street Lighting Repairs

It was agreed to further investigate the repairs including the need to replace older style 80W MBFU (mercury) lanterns which are being phased out with lower wattage lanterns. KCC would be pressed to give details of a lighting design and PFL’s advice on suitable lanterns would be asked.
2
Parish Councillors’ Expenses

Members considered whether councillors’ telephone expenses, which were authorised in January 2008, should include email expenses and associated administrative expenses such as printing off emails.
RESOLVED that a sum of £100 be paid to each councillor to cover administrative expenses including phone, broadband and stationery for the year and allocation be made in the 2009/10 budget accordingly.
3
Staff Wages

Staff wage rates from 1 April 2009 were considered.
RESOLVED that no increase be made in the wage rates for 2009/10.
Cllr Mitchell arrived during consideration of the above item.

4
Movement of Funds Between Reserves

Movements of amounts previously agreed plus VAT adjustments between reserves were checked.

RESOLVED that cheques be signed moving £5,099.13 from Bank of Ireland No. 1 account to the Roof Reserve and £20,013.30 from Bank of Ireland No. 1 account to the Building and Amenity Land Reserve.

149
BUDGET 2009/10

Councillors considered all heads of expenditure for the 2009/10 budget and various specific items were discussed as follows:
Burial Ground

Members considered that the costs of providing and maintaining the burial ground should be met by income from burial fees. It was noted that the water pipe in the burial ground will severely restrict the land available for use and that, although there are a number of years of grave space provision left, acquisition costs for a new burial ground needed to be taken into account. Burial fees at other grounds were quoted and it was felt that Horton Kirby burial ground fees were very low. 
RESOLVED that fees for the initial purchase and burial be £400 and for a re-open burial be £250.

Top Paddock Maintenance

There was discussion on the maintenance costs of the Top Paddock and the possible re-use of the land for a different purpose. Allotments were mentioned as a possibility and this would be considered by the ROS committee. An allowance of £1000 grounds maintenance would be included so that the committee could decide what of fencing etc were needed.
Cllr Stevenson left after the above item.

Policing

There was a great deal of discussion on the policing needs of the parish and how the limited amount of money could best be spent.
RESOLVED that the part funding of a Parish Council PCSO be withdrawn from 1 April 2009.

At the request of the Chairman, the voting on this item was recorded as follows:

For: Cllrs Bradley, Mitchell, Page, Tripp and Valentine 

Against: Cllr Wilson

Abstention: Cllr Oram

Speedwatch and CCTV

It was agreed in principle that these two items could be useful items to fund during 2009/10 and further investigations be made and the matter further discussed at the February Parish Council meeting.

Precept 2009/10

The full budget figures as agreed can be found as an Appendix to these Minutes on blue.
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that a precept for £80,000 be set for 2009/10.
The meeting ended at 9.50 pm.
Chairman

Date

