        HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 4 February 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

PCSO Peter Hylands 
S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
Approximately 20 members of the public 
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Wilson declared a personal interest in Minute 180 (08/00202) by reason of knowing the applicant for many years.
173
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 28 January be approved and signed as a correct record.

174
MATTERS ARISING

Shrubbery Road Play Area

Members were informed that a list of equipment and a plan of the position of the goal end and fencing (which will be outside of the footprint of the original play area) had been sent to Sevenoaks District Council so that permission as landowner could be received. Cllr Oram asked for views on the colour of the goal end and fencing. The view of members was that green was the most suitable colour. He also informed the Council that work would commence 6 weeks after the order had been placed.
175
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands attended and gave his verbal report giving details of various initiatives. He informed the Council that the new beat officer comes with powers to stop and search which will make things easier and together they will be tackling underage drinking. He said that an arrest had been made in connection with an attempted car jacking outside the school last week.

176
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillors had little to report and Philip McGarvey stated that they were therefore just present to listen.
177
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Roger Gough’s written report, as follows, was read: 
- Since the last meeting, I have been in contact with Robert Valentine over the application for my Member Community Grant - I am about to sign off an application for £1,722
 

- On Southdowns, I have followed up with Kent Highways and I understand that engineers visited last week to look at options for improving access on East Hill
 

- I have also been pursuing the issue of the Section 106 and am now awaiting a response as to how we can best make representations to get this used for Southdowns
 

178
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

River Darent

Malcolm Dunn, this Parish Council’s representative on DRiPS, submitted a written report which showed that the river is doing very well. Mr Dunn was thanked for his good work.
179
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

Proposed Hall Extension

The clerk asked whether any action or response is appropriate to a recently-received anonymous letter from “concerned residents”.

RESOLVED that it is not this Council’s policy to respond to anonymous communications.

180
PLANNING

SE/07/03917/CONVAR

Four Winds, Dartford Road

Application for variation of condition 3 of permission SE/06/00095 for the retention of 2 roof lights and a window opening to replace approved garage door.

The applicant was present at the meeting and explained that the plans sent were not the correct ones. The proposal was for the retention of 2 velux windows that overlook Four Winds and the removal of the 2 that overlook the side accessway.

Notwithstanding this information, the Parish Council continued to object to the proposals to this garage. Openings in the roof would allow inappropriate development in the Green Belt and would be contrary to H14A of the Local Plan.

SE/07/03485

11 Millstone Close

Single storey side extension and conversion of existing garage to habitable room

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

08/00202/WTCA

Kimberley Court, The Street

Remove 7 Leylandii

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/07/00239/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to conditions 26 and 30 of permission SE/05/02000 (interceptor drain and watercourse maintenance programme)

APPROVED UNCONDITIONALLY

SE/07/00473/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to conditions 23 and 24 of permission SE/05/02000 (foul water and surface water drainage)

APPROVED UNCONDITIONALLY

SE/07/03195/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to conditions 2 (Method Statement for works to Listed Chimney) of SE/07/01728/LBCALY

APPROVED UNCONDITIONALLY

SE/07/03120/FUL

8 Forge Lane, Horton Kirby

Erection of single storey side extension to provide disabled showering facilities.

GRANTED

181
MAJOR ROADWORKS IN SOUTH DARENTH
Councillors who had met Graham Killick of Jacobs, Fairview’s contractors reported on the outcome. Assurances had been given that there would be two way traffic at the bottom of East Hill and that the bus would be able to pass when the dray lorry was delivering to the Jolly Millers. There were, however, still grave concerns about this.
Road closures were also discussed. Representatives from Southdowns reported that Arriva had been informed of these but there were again serious concerns about the workability of the proposed diversions some of which would be very inconvenient.
182
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Members of the audience reported that they had been told by SDC planning department today that an application for a change of use to a single family gypsy encampment had been received. There was much discussion about this encampment and the principle that gypsies should not be allowed to have residence on green belt land when others are not. The Parish Council would hold a special meeting if necessary to ensure its response to the planning application was received in good time by Sevenoaks District Council.  
183
COMMUTER PARKING IN STATION ROAD, SOUTH DARENTH

Discussion was held on this on-going problem. District councillor Stephen Arnold reported that he believed that Sevenoaks and Dartford engineers had held a meeting and he was expecting a response from them soon. It was agreed that any action taken should involve Sutton at Hone and Hawley Parish Council.

RESOLVED that a public meeting be arranged to which Sevenoaks and Dartford councillors are invited and at which they are asked to start a full investigation into the matter and come up with a solution as a matter of urgency.
184
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP – ACTION PLAN 2008-2011
Cllr Valentine reported that he had looked at this draft document and felt it was similar to the last one. No comments would be made on it.
 

185
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT OPEN SPACES STUDY – PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL CONSULTATION

A response to this consultation document was needed.

Cllr Wilson had been studying this document and 24 page questionnaire. It is an important document as it is part of the input into the planning Local Development Framework which will inform future planning policies. He felt that he and another councillor together with the clerk should produce a draft response for the full council to ratify. It was agreed that all councillors who want to look at the document should do so.
It was agreed that both Heathside and Westminster Field would be labelled as an Outdoor Sports Facility.
186
USE OF PARISH COUNCIL RESERVES TO PROVIDE FACIITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE (OLDER YOUTH) ON HEATHSIDE

The Parish Council was asked to consider whether Parish Council reserves should be used to provide facilities for older youth on Heathside. There was general agreement to this suggestion but it was necessary to know specifically what items were needed. The trim trail was suggested and a small-scale skateboard facility was mentioned though locals were against a skate park. The Stand could be an ideal youth shelter but it has been constantly abused.
RESOLVED that agreement be given in principle to releasing cash from the reserves for facilities on Heathside for older youth, subject to satisfactory proposals being submitted.
187
PROPOSED RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION, SOUTH DARENTH

This matter is still receiving attention and surveys should be going out soon.
188
TERRY’S CHARITY

Members were informed by the trustees that all of the money in this fund had been spent so that the charity can now be closed. £242 had been spent on 2 secondhand wheelchairs, one for the Legion hall and one for Montgomery Road flats plus donations had been given to the local Scouts and Guides.
189
KENT VILLAGE OF THE YEAR
It was decided not to enter this competition at the present time.

190
HEDGE

The clerk reported that sections totalling 80 metres of hedging to be planted with the KCC’s £1000 grant had been agreed with the contractor. There were also stretches totalling another 9 metres which could also be done if the cash is available from this council. 
RESOLVED that £112.50 be made available for the additional 9 metres of hedging.
191
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL DRAFT PERMIT SCHEME

The Parish Council had no comments on this draft scheme.

192
ALLOTMENTS

1
New Clause for Allotment Holders to Agree

RESOLVED that, in order to avoid creating an agricultural or farm business tenancy, the following clause be added to the existing tenancy agreement:

“The tenant is permitted to cultivate the land only to produce fruit and vegetables for personal consumption.”.
2
Recent Vandalism 

A tenant who lost £400 worth of equipment in the blaze when his shed was burnt down by vandals asked the Parish Council to provide fencing or insurance for plot holders.
Members felt that the cost of insurance would be very expensive and this cost would have to be passed on to all plot holders so it was better if allotment holders had their own insurance. 
193
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

As the recent newsletter is on the website no additional items were considered to be needed on the website at the moment.

194
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

195
VILLAGE HALL BREAK-IN 28/29 JANUARY 2008 

There was discussion on this break-in. Entry had been made by removing a pane of glass from the bar room and all cupboards had been forced open and the rear door to the office was forced open. The second, lower lock on the door had not been locked which was an unusual oversight which the clerk regretted but this did mean that the door was not damaged as much as it would have been. No office equipment other than 1 mouse is known to have been taken. Stamps and cash were taken from the safe.
Carrying out work to the windows to improve security will be considered by the Village Hall Committee.

196
STAFF ABUSE AND WHAT IS EXPECTED OF OFFICE STAFF

Members considered a policy for what is expected of staff to do when confronted with abusive callers and it was agreed that as soon as staff consider that a caller is becoming abusive they can state that they are going to put the phone down or ask the caller to leave.

There was also discussion on the cause of a recent incident when a telephone caller wanted the Parish Council to back up his complaint to Sevenoaks District Council regarding litter. It was agreed that Parish Council staff do not have the time to take on these requests and that giving the appropriate contact details in the first instance and then asking for written details if the caller persists, is the correct procedure.
197
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

February 2008 Newsletter
Cllr Wilson reported that there had been positive feedback on the recent newsletter which he felt had been very good.

Street Lighting

Various lighting problems were reported.

Action Group Funds

As Vice Chairman of Farningham Road Action Group, Mrs Fulford read out a statement (attached at the request of FRAG) regarding the Parish Council’s intended use of Action Group funds for play equipment at Shrubbery Road. The statement claimed that the money was the responsibility of FRAG, that the money could be needed to fight cuts in train services and that FRAG would oversee the distribution of the money to Horton Kirby, South Darenth and Sutton at Hone. FRAG also requested that the Parish Council agree that it would not now be using the funds.
The Chairman stated that the matter would not be discussed as no decisions could be made (by law) unless the matter was on the agenda. He said that it would be put on the agenda next month.

198
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

199
STAFF WAGES AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

Further items of staff conditions of service were discussed.

RESOLVED that 
1. the conditions of service for the village hall caretaker in terms of leave entitlement remain as stated in his contract;

2. the hall caretaker be paid in lieu of leave; 
3. the roll over of up to 5 days leave into the next leave year for the office assistant and the hall caretaker be at the discretion of the parish clerk; 

4. the roll over of up to 5 days leave into the next leave year for the clerk be approved as a standard entitlement without the need for consultation with the Parish Council; 
5. Sevenoaks District Council be asked if they can supply templates for staff appraisals; and 

6. the clerk be authorised to undertake training in this subject.
The meeting ended at 9.25 pm.
Chairman

Date

