HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 9 February 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor (part of the meeting)
R Gough, County Councillor (part of the meeting)
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: Cllrs Bradley, Oram, Page and Valentine declared personal interests in Minute 163 (Grants)
150
MINUTES

To confirm the Minutes of the last Parish Council meetings on 5 and 26 February.

151
MATTERS ARISING

Freedom of Information - Policies and Procedures

The clerk reported that there were various policies and procedures expected by the new regulations which the Parish Council currently does not have. It was agreed that these should be investigated by finding out whether standard templates exist.
Freedom of Information - Charges for Hard Copies of Information

RESOLVED  that £1 per A4 copy by charged for any written request under Freedom of Information.
Speedwatch and CCTV

It was agreed that the portable speed indicator devices (SIDs) would not be considered at this time but interest in a static SID was stated. There was also discussion on where the laptop controlling any Parish Council cameras should be stored.
Cllr Valentine agreed to investigate these items and a separate meeting would be held as soon as the information is available.
152
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Philip McGarvey talked about the improved street cleaning by Sevenoaks District Council particularly in East Hill and stated that the response from residents was positive.

153
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

County Councillor Roger Gough reported on various matters including our bid for grant towards the Shrubbery Road fence which had now been passed to KCC Cabinet members for approval, the temporary closure of Pedham Place household waste site and the new buses timetable which has accommodated some concerns of Southdowns residents.

154
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

155
PLANNING

SE/08/03143/FUL & 3146/LBCALT

West Wing, Reynolds Place, Rays Hill

Single storey extension

The Parish Council has concerns as to the architectural detailing - for instance the windows and patio doors - of the proposed extension as it relates to the existing house. Also, the drawings submitted give limited information as to the external finishes.
SE/09/00122/FUL

Treejumpers, Horton Wood, School Lane

Resubmission of application for the retention of change of use of land for outdoor pursuits with retention of associated buildings, structures and car parking areas. 
 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 
SE/09/TEMP/0002

Horton Kirby Primary School

Erection of an external store room for PE equipment
The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 
The following decision notice has been received for information:

SE/08/03031/FUL

1 Millen Court, The Street

Replacement of windows and doors GRANTED

156
SDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – CORE STRATEGY PREFERRED OPTIONS

Details of the current consultation process which ends on 5 March were received.
157
SDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK HOUSEHOLDER EXTENSIONS SPD

Details of the current consultation process which ends on 5 March were received.

158
RURAL PLANNING CONFERENCE

The Parish Council was unable to send a representative to this Sevenoaks District Council conference on the afternoon of 11 February.

159
COMMUNITY ACTION PLANS

This survey from ACRK on this subject was considered and it was decided to take no action at this time.

160
CLIMATE CHANGE ACRK CONFERENCE 14 MARCH
The Parish Council was unable to send a representative to this conference.
161
TRANSITION TOWNS – SEVENOAKS

Information from the Core Group, Transition Town Sevenoaks was received but it was decided to take no action at this time.

162
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors were invited to attend the internal audit session. 

163
GRANTS

RESOLVED that the following grants be made for 2008/09:
Horton Kirby School - £100

Royal British Legion - £300

1st Horton Kirby Scouts - £400

Volunteer Centre - £200

Ellenor Lions Hospice - £600

Age Concern - £250

Kenward Trust - £100

1st Horton Kirby Brownies - £100
Total - £2050

Timetable for Receipt of Grant Applications
RESOLVED that in future years a deadline of 30 November be set for receipt of applications with accounts and this deadline be strictly adhered to.
164
ACTION GROUP FUNDS

Members discussed in general terms what sort of proposals should be submitted to the Action Group committee for funding. It was decided that individual councillors should come forward with ideas, with costings, to the next meeting.
165
PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH ITEMS REQUIRING DECISIONS BETWEEN MEETINGS

Members were concerned that a recent decision had been made without the knowledge of all councillors. The clerk informed the Council that the 2 ways to address decision-making between normal council meetings were (1) delegate to the parish clerk or (2) call an extraordinary meeting. This would have to be called by the Chairman or 3 or more councillors and would require 3 clear days notice in the same way that an ordinary meeting does.

RESOLVED that decisions be made by holding extraordinary meetings of the Parish Council.
166
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Members discussed this issue and expressed concern that if the sustainability of this plot is proved by the inquiry then the precedent is set for the rest of the grazing land opposite the village hall, which would be sustainable for many, many families of travellers.
RESOLVED that a letter be sent to the Inquiry Inspector explaining the above.
167
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT

Cllr Mitchell reported that 26 tables had already been booked for the event but there were still some groups that needed contacting if anyone knew the details. Get Sorted would not be invited on this occasion.
168
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

DRiPS

Malcolm Dunn’s excellent report on the River Darenth was received with thanks.

169
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed that St George’s Day event needed to go on the website
170
ANTHONY ROPER CHARITY

RESOLVED that Roy Cockburn be appointed as Trustee as requested.
171
PRIVET HEDGE IN CHURCH BURIAL GROUND

Councillors considered the bulk of this hedge which is getting increasingly costly to cut.

RESOLVED that this item be part of the ROS terms of reference. 
172
HEDGE OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL
RESOLVED that hedges and verges be part of the ROS terms of reference. 
173
BUDGET DOCUMENT

RESOLVED that (1) the budget document be amended to include a line for the South Darenth noticeboard showing. £1098 spent in 2008/09 leaving £800 to be spent in 2009/10 on a bench near the noticeboard; and 
(2) the grass cutting of the Top Paddock budget figure for 2009/10 be increased to £695.
174
SALT BINS

Members considered a request from a resident of Glebe Place for 2 salt bins to be installed, one at the top of the road by Forge Lane and one near the garages compound.

The clerk reported that Kent Highways will provide salt bins subject to their agreement of the location if the Parish Council pays for the supply, installation and initial fill with salt. This cost varies between £240 + VAT and £290 + VAT depending on the size of bin.

There was discussion on this matter but it was decided that there were too many locations which would benefit from salt bins for the Parish Council to get involved with what would be considerable expenditure at this time.

RESOLVED that no action be taken to provide additional salt bins.

The meeting ended at 9.42 pm
Chairman

Date

