HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 October 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr R Valentine (Vice Chairman in the Chair)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
4 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr P Bradley 
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 70 in view of his ownership of property near to buildings 7, 8 and 9. Cllr Page declared a personal interest in Minute 67 because of her membership of 2 clubs that pay rent for use of the village hall.
63
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was agreed that the wording of the resolution of Minute 61 should be amended to read “that the recommendations of the village hall committee for future hire charges be put before the Parish Council at its next meeting for approval”.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7 September, as amended, be approved and signed as a correct record.

64
MATTERS ARISING

Purchase of Grazing Plot 4
As a result of discussion at the last meeting, it was requested that the purchase of plot 4 should be considered at this meeting as it was thought that this had been option. On further scrutiny the offer was found to be “to swop/part exchange their land for this community use (village hall parking) if another suitable site was available for Mr and Mrs Knowles.” As no offer had been made it was agreed that there was no matter to consider at the present time.
65
POLICE MATTERS

Washing Horses in the River, Franks Lane
There was discussion on a report from Cllr Tripp of 20 - 30 horses being washed in the river at Franks Lane which had prevented vehicles getting. PCSO Alan Hearn had reported that the people concerned had been spoken to about not blocking up the highway. 
Local resident Mrs Fournel reported that after the occurrence she and a neighbour had retrieved 8 empty detergent bottles and 2 other empty bottles which clearly stated that they should not be used near pets or children. There was therefore considerable concern if children played in the river further downstream.

There was also a report of vehicles being driven in the riverbed to make it deeper.
It was agreed to write to the Environmental Agency, with a copy to Environmental Health at Sevenoaks District Council, expressing concerns and asking that samples be taken further down river and on the day of the occurrence rather than some days after.

66
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Both District Councillors referred to forthcoming budget discussions at Sevenoaks the figures for which were not very clear but showed there would be certain “budget situations” (cuts?).
67
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes of the July meeting were received for information.

Village Hall Fees

There was discussion on the wording of the village hall Minutes in respect of the hall fees and some debate about whether the committee had dealt with the matter appropriately especially in view of the decision to hold a special meeting.

It was agreed that an ad hoc informal meeting of all parish councillors would be held to discuss the matter of current village hall charges and this was arranged for Monday 19 October. The public would not be invited to this meeting.

Village Hall Extension Costs and Charges

Cllr Mitchell wanted the matter of the proposed extension to be discussed in the light of the current lack of income over expenditure for the hall. She thought this subject should be added to the discussion at the special meeting on hall charges.
68
PLANNING

SE/09/01827/FUL

84 New Road

Two storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application.
SE/09/02067/FUL
The Village Hall, South Darenth
Proposed extension to existing village hall to provide additional community facilities including new hall, WCs and kitchen.
The Parish Council supports this application.

69
SPEAKING AT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL MEETINGS
The District Councillors gave a great deal of information concerning the new procedures at Sevenoaks in respect of the Development Control Committee proceedings and the running of site visits. There were concerns from other parishes that they no longer had an input at site visits which were solely for SDC members to see the site. There was also objection to Development Control meetings continuing late into the evening which was an inconvenience to those attending to speak to items late on the agenda.

RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Sevenoaks District Council requesting that Development Control meetings are not extended past 10.30 pm and that Parish Council representatives be permitted to speak at site meetings.

70
PAPER MILL SITE – BUILDINGS 7, 8 & 9

There was considerable discussion about the condition of these buildings and the proposals from Fairview New Homes to apply for planning permission to knock them down and rebuild because of, in their view, the very poor state of the structures.

It was reported that Sevenoaks District Council is resisting the demolition and will reject the proposal unless expert opinion agrees that they cannot be saved.

Philip McGarvey stated that the retention of buildings 7, 8 and 9 was fundamental to the whole concept of the approved planning application for the site and it was arguable that the application for the whole site might have to be revisited with the resultant need to reassess the s106 monies.

It was reported that the steering group was going to put out a leaflet throughout the parish to let everyone know what was going on and get local views on the possible loss of these buildings. This leaflet would be posted on the parish website.
RESOLVED that this Parish Council supports Sevenoaks District Council in its intent to save buildings 7, 8 and 9.

71
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

An error in the petty cash account for parking fees was amended.

The clerk reported that notification of the 2009 National Salary Award which showed a 1% increase from 1 April 2009 had been received and the salary cheque 6473 had taken account of this increase. 

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as amended, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information. It was requested that this document be included with the agenda rather than submitted to the meeting.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection and that the next internal audit session will be on Mon 12 October at 11.30 am. 

Second Phone line
RESOLVED that the second phone line in the Parish Room be removed as excess to requirements.

BT Phone Line Account

It was agreed to shop around to see if there were better packages than the existing one for broadband and phone calls.
Funds on Deposit
The clerk reported on progress being made on finding a bank for the Village Hall Roof Fund in order to get the best rate of interest. Mostly, it is clear that there is little in the way of interest to be had in normal accounts but investigations at the Halifax and NatWest had shown possible investment funds for some of the Council’s reserves.
RESOLVED that the clerk be instructed to 

1. open a Halifax Stepped Income Reserve with the Hall Roof Reserve for 5 years at 5.25% (average); 
2. open a NatWest 1 yr Community Bond with the Building and Land Reserve at 2.4%; and
3. leave the rest in accessible deposit accounts in NatWest at 0.05%

72
FREE SATURDAY REFUSE FREIGHTER SERVICE

RESOLVED that this Parish Council does not wish to pay for the reinstatement of this service.
 
73
SPEED INDICATORS
Cllr Valentine asked the Parish Council what sorts of speed indicator devices were wanted so that he could get further prices. It was agreed that the Parish Council did not want ones that gave a read out of actual speed as this encouraged certain drivers to see how high they could register. Those that said “Slow Down” to those drivers over the speed limit and on a fixed post were preferred and solar powered units would also be looked at.
74
STATE OF THE RIVER DARENT

Cllr Wilson reported that tree cutting had started and that he had spoken to Malcolm Dunn who reported that reed clearance would be done soon. Cllr Wilson also stated 
that work by voluntary groups should not be advocated because of risk of disease.
Cllr Valentine circulated a letter from John Woodhead regarding the dire state of the eastern arm which had lost water as a result of activity on the Mill site resulting in many dead fish and the loss of other water life. The letter asked for support to get guarantees of the promised 30% of the total water flow through the eastern arm once the work to the weir on site had been completed.
75
ST GEORGE’S EVENT 2010

Cllr Mitchell asked that her contact details be given out to anyone wishing to take part in the 2010 St George’s event on 24 April and that unless she hears from new people, she will organise things in the same way as last year. This will be put on the website.
76
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2010

The clerk asked councillors to agree revised dates for the April and May meetings which fall on Bank Holiday Mondays. The suggested date of Monday 12 April for the April meeting was agreed but it was noted that Thursday 6 May was likely to be a General Election day so another date was needed.

77
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Post-box on A225 near Franks Lane

Mrs Fournel asked the Parish Council to lobby the post office to replace this stolen box as soon as possible as it was greatly missed. 
Loss of Train Service

Polly Webb-Wilson asked whether there was anything further that could be done to get the train service re-instated. She was told that the more individuals who wrote to Southeastern the better and it was agreed to put this item on the next agenda to see if a response had been received from Southeastern.
The meeting ended at 9.35 pm.
Chairman

Date

