HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 6 April 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor (arrived during item 194(3))
1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor, PCSO Alan Hearn and PCSO Rachel Rowbottom

Declarations of Interests: Cllr P Bradley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 201(1). Cllr M Oram declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 199 (SE/09/00502/FUL)

193
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

194
MATTERS ARISING

1
Village Hall Caretaker
The Chairman reported that a local candidate had been offered the caretaker job but unfortunately because of personal circumstances at the current time he had turned it down. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman suggested holding on for a couple of months to see if the situation changed.
2
Plot 4 Public Inquiry

Those who attended the public inquiry on 31 March gave information and there was much debate on this matter. Information was received that the inquiry was still not finished as a morning session was planned for 9 April and a summing up full day session on 20 April both at Sevenoaks council chamber. The Chairman said that his annual report at the Annual Parish Meeting next month would have details of the public inquiry.
3
Station Road Double Yellow Lines

Questions were raised on whether any progress was being made on this important matter. Philip McGarvey thought that Dartford Borough Council was dragging its heels on this because of fears of the knock-on effect to Cedar Drive and other nearby roads. He said that Dartford Borough councillor Pat Coleman was trying to push them on this and Philip agreed to make enquiries at Sevenoaks.
195
POLICE MATTERS

New Beat Officer
The latest Police report was received for information. It was noted that we have a new beat officer: PC Chris Relf.
CCTV

RESOLVED that the purchase of mobile cameras be not proceeded with.
Speed Indicators

RESOLVED that 

1. two portable speed indicators be purchased; and

2. a decision on which types to buy be made when more details of costs are known.

196
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Bird Scarers

Following complaints about very noisy bird scarers, Cllr McGarvey asked for information on where these are situated and details of the landowner.

Household Rubbish

Following complaints about people leaving their black sacks out much too early, Cllr McGarvey asked for specific instances of who, what and when in order for action to be taken.

197
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Arriva Bus Service – Instance of Bus not being able to get up East Hill

Roger Gough reported on responses from Arriva regarding this problem when an elderly lady with three bags of shopping had to get off the bus at the bottom of East Hill causing much distress. Cllr Oram who saw the bus back down the hill was able to confirm that there was no way that a bus could get through because of vehicles on both sides of the road.
198
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting of the Village Hall committee were received for information.

199
PLANNING

SE/08/03187/FUL

82 School Lane

Retrospective rear ground floor open shelter attached to property

The Parish Council has no comments on this application.
SE/09/00457/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Installation of new sewage treatment plant
The Parish Council raises no objections to this application since the vast majority of the tank will be buried in the ground; the top of the unit (painted green) will only project above the ground approx. 150 mm.

SE/09/00502/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club, Franks Lane

Formation of second entrance

The Parish Council strongly supports this application because the provision of this additional access should stop cars parking in Franks Lane on match/practice days. In addition it should allow better passage for emergency vehicles along this narrow lane.
SE/09/00541/LBCALT

Kirby Hall The Street

Demolition of existing single storey side extension and erection of a new single storey side extension.

The Parish Council raises no objections
The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/08/03143 & 03146

West Wing Reynolds Place

Single storey extension GRANTED

SE/09/00240/FUL
Horton Kirby Paper Mill

Extension of time for temporary access via Millstone Mews GRANTED
SE/09/209

Horton Kirby Primary School

Erection of external PE store GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal decision has been received for information:

2 Saxon Place Horton Kirby 

Two storey side extension APPEAL ALLOWED

200
STREET LIGHTS
Part Night vs All Night Lighting

The Parish Council was asked to decide between part-night and all-night lighting lanterns when replacing broken lights. All night were more reliable and cheaper to maintain but the Villages Design Statement promotes part night in order to retain the village atmosphere.
There was a majority vote for retaining part-night lighting but additionally councillors wanted to investigate motion sensitive lights and reconsider the matter at the next meeting.
Replacing Lanterns

This item will be considered at the next meeting.
Unspent Budget

The clerk reported on the amounts in the repairs and maintenance and new equipment carried budgets for both 2008/09 and 2009/10. There would be a shortfall of up to £5000.

RESOLVED that up to £5000 of the Policing budget be spent on upgrading the street lighting in view of its assistance in reducing crime.
Policy on Lights that are Not Needed 

A report on various lights that were not serving any purpose was given. 
It was agreed that quotes should be obtained from EDF Energy for disconnecting the lights concerned before taking any further action.
Lights Obscured by Trees

It was reported that there were some lights that were obstructed by overgrowing trees and that in some cases owners of the trees did not respond to letters requesting that they be cut back. It was agreed to see if KCC had the powers to get such trees cut back and Roger Gough agreed to find out if he had the details of specific lights.

201
FINANCIAL MATTERS
1
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

2
Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors and that they are invited to attend the internal audit session. 

3
Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received and discussed.
4
Direct Debits

RESOLVED that the list of direct debits currently in force as below be approved:
Village Hall Rates £296 per month from April to Jan each year

Village Hall Gas £200 per month
Village Hall Electricity £100 per month 

Parish Office Phone & Broadband  £19.99 per month
202
KEYS
A quote and details for changing the keying of all Parish Council buildings/structures with a master key system was awaited but unfortunately not received. The matter will be discussed at the next meeting. 

203
ALLOTMENTS

Members discussed whether an extension is needed to the allotments site in view of the waiting list for allotments (currently 5 parish residents and 2 non- residents).

RESOLVED that 

1. the farmer be asked whether the land between the allotments and Horton Road could be used for allotments; and

2. enquiries be made to see if she wishes to sell the current allotment site and this extra land to the Parish Council. 

204
ACADEMY FOR SEVENOAKS – CLOSURE OF BRADBOURNE AND WILDERNESSE SCHOOLS

The Parish Council considered this proposal which is currently out for public consultation.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council is opposed to the proposal to merge Bradbourne and Wildernesse Schools into an Academy on the grounds that the choice of a girls only and a boys only non-selective secondary school is needed and that there is great uncertainty for parents of primary school children at the moment.
205
DOCUMENTS DISPOSAL POLICY
RESOLVED that the policy for the disposal of documents as attached be approved.
206 
ST GEORGE’S EVENT

Final details for the event were discussed. Councillors agreed to help from 9am on the morning.
207
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Councillors considered details of the draft proposals for the hall extension to see where possible reductions could be made to keep in budget.
RESOLVED that the following items could be amended:

· kitchen to be reduced to about half the size;
· the windows on the east and south elevations to be reduced to half size so that glazing does not extend to ground level;
· the ceiling height to be reduced if possible;
· the floor area of the actual main hall be not reduced. 

208
CLERK’S SALARY AND TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT

The clerk reported that the national pay award for 2008/09 (from 1 April 2008) is an increase of 2.75%. An interim increase of 2.45% was implemented in December 2008 and the additional 0.3% would be added to the April 2009 cheque.

RESOLVED that the report be received. 
The meeting ended at 9.31pm.
Chairman

Date

