HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 4 August 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor (until 8.20 pm)
1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Peter Hylands (until 8 pm). 

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs D Mitchell, C Page and J Stevenson
Declarations of Interests: None
54
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7 July be approved and signed as a correct record.

55
MATTERS ARISING

Admin Working Group Notes

These items on staff and staffing matters were discussed in closed session at the end of the meeting after the exclusion of the public.
Gift for Former Member of Staff

It was agreed not to take any action in respect of a gift or other gratuity from the Parish Council in this instance.

56
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands submitted his written report. He also asked the Parish Council to consider removing the play equipment at Shrubbery Road if it continues to be spoiled by graffiti by a few youths. As these youths use the equipment properly in daylight, he felt this might make them think twice before damaging it. He suggested putting up a sign but members wondered whether writing a letter to all households might be better. There was considerable discussion and it was agreed that a special meeting would be held as soon as possible to agree what action to take.
57
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest.

Street Cleaning

In view of the fact that Sevenoaks District Council are considering reducing street cleaning from the current 20 day level to once every 30 days, Cllr McGarvey asked if the Parish Council had any resources which might be made available to help improve litter-picking etc in the village in the short term, especially in particularly bad or awkward places such as the bottom of East Hill, perhaps recognising that Sevenoaks is not providing the level of service we would like. There was general discussion on the level of service provided by Sevenoaks in different parts of the District, the difficulties associated with street sweeping because of the many parked cars, the weekly rubbish collection services and the lack of pride by many residents in their neighbourhoods.
RESOLVED that no action be taken at the present time to pay for additional road sweeping.
58
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest including budget implications of the rise in fuel costs.

59
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.
60
PLANNING

Pre-Planning Consultation

Environmental Study Centre, Horton Road Replacement Lavatory Block

Cllrs Page and Wilson had visited the site and studied the proposal. Cllr Wilson gave a verbal report saying that the proposals appeared to be acceptable and he had no concerns at the moment.

61
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

The clerk reported that the date for the Appeal public inquiry was not yet known but it was likely to be in December 2008 or January 2009. It has been suggested that it will be advantageous to hold the 2-day inquiry in the village hall which may require a microphone system. Assistance in setting up the hall and clearing away will be needed as well as offering clerical assistance / facilities. Cllr Valentine offered to provide a pa system and Cllr Eagles offered to help.
62
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

It was not possible to carry out an internal audit in July. Councillors are invited to attend the next internal audit session on 13 August at 11.30am. 

Budget vs Actual Update

The latest budget vs actual expenditure update was received.

63
CAR PARKING STATION ROAD

The Sevenoaks District Councillors were able to give an update on progress. Leader of the Council, Peter Fleming, who recognised the seriousness of the situation, had agreed to respond to Cllr McGarvey by tomorrow, 5 August. Cllr McGarvey would therefore be pressing for this response the next day. Cllr Arnold reported that Sevenoaks had taken on a temporary employee who was working on this scheme and the Parish Council should be receiving proposals for consultation within the next 2 weeks.

64
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY – DARENT AND CRAY CATCHMENT WORKSHOP TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 10AM TO 3.30PM

Cllr Wilson offered to attend this workshop which will help to understand the environmental pressures facing the catchment such as pollution and alien species then identify local actions needed to improve on these issues.

65
PHOTOGRAPHS OF PARISH COUNCILLORS

Members were asked to consider a suggestion by Cllr Page that photographs of parish councillors could be on display in the village hall and in the newsletter and on the website as this would be helpful for villagers to identify who their representatives were. It was generally agreed that this idea would not be proceeded with at this time.

66
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Meeting with Fairview 31 July 2008 

The audience was given a lengthy resume of this meeting with Fairview and Sevenoaks District Council’s planning officer, Karen Clark. Parish councillors had been encouraged by the exchange of information which had been much more apparent in the past few weeks. The disaster for the progress of the build of finding roosting bats in the western culvert was mentioned. If the bats hibernated in there, a full stop would come to parts of the site until next April.
WKHA Respect Day 30 July

Cllr Valentine reported back from this day which had been most useful. Good feedback had been received on the play equipment at Shrubbery Road but 15 yr olds were still saying there was not much to do around the village, the bus service was not good and the youth club did not offer activities that they wanted to do.
67
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

The report from Fairview, promised at the meeting on 31 July, would be included on the website.

The meeting ended at 9.29 pm.
Chairman

Date

