HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 December 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PC Paul Leggett
Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: Cllr P Bradley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 126 (schedule of accounts payment)
117
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 3 and 17 November be approved and signed as correct records.
118
MATTERS ARISING

Village Hall Extension
Members discussed the latest situation regarding the appointment of an architect for this project up to planning permission stage. Two quotes had been received, the lower of which by some £1750 was from Andrew Boakes Associates. Andrew Boakes also offered an additional quote for cost planning in the sum of £1425 which was not considered necessary.
RESOLVED that Andrew Boakes Associates be appointed to act for the Parish Council in this matter.
Water Pipe Burial Ground

It was noted that this matter is not a Thames Water responsibility and will be considered by the ROS committee on 4 December.
Consortium

It was reported that the date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 11 February in Farningham.

119
POLICE MATTERS

White Van Parking East Hill

A resident of East Hill had reported a white van being parked right across the pavement outside her house. She was very concerned as this forced all pedestrians into the road and she did not want to see a serious accident. PC Paul Leggett said that the driver had been spoken to and would be ticketed if he continued to obstruct the pavement.

CCTV

PC Paul Leggett reported that he is keen to see some CCTV in one or two locations as he feels strongly that it would be a good tool in identifying vehicles and people and would be a great benefit to the villages. He is frustrated at the moment by lack of information particularly following a spate of crimes 3 weeks ago when nobody saw anything. Members asked for full details including costs in time for the next ordinary meeting so that further discussions can be held before budget making. Andy Blackmore, Crime Prevention Officer would be asked to attend the meeting.
120
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr McGarvey reported that Sevenoaks Town Council would be running The Stag theatre complex.
121
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Roger Gough reported that the Lullingstone Park application had been voted through despite strong opposition and would now be considered by GOSE.
Grant – Shrubbery Road Fence

Roger Gough hoped to be able to offer £2000 towards the Shrubbery Road fence project but this was still subject to confirmation that it met the grant fund’s criteria.

Parking Restrictions East Hill

The county councillor reported that there had been discussions regarding parking restrictions in East Hill but also that there was a possibility that Arriva would use low floor buses which might solve the problem that was preventing them serving Southdowns in the late afternoons. Councillors were still concerned that double yellow lines in East Hill would cause huge problems and be very unpopular so Roger Gough agreed that KCC must consult locally on double yellow lines before taking any action.
Gullies
Blocked gullies had been reported by Cllr Valentine following the last meeting but had not yet been cleared. As there were blocked gullies in other locations it was felt perhaps that they all should be looked at and cleared if necessary. Cllr Oram also asked Roger Gough to take up the problem of water flowing down East Hill that now flows to the right where there are no gullies and means there is a danger of flooding. Before the road changes, surface water would flow to the left where there were gullies. 
Roger Gough left the meeting after this item.

123
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

124
PLANNING

SE/08/03031/FUL

1 Millen Court The Street

Replacement of windows & doors
The Parish Council has no objections.

 

SE/08/03109/WTPO

Towers Wood and Paddock Close compound

TPO Various works to trees
The Parish Council has no objections.

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/08/01967/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club, Franks Lane

Relocation and extension of outdoor practice facilities

GRANTED

SE/08/02408/FUL

The Barn Dean Bottom

Change of use and conversion of redundant agricultural barn to form 1 self catering holiday accommodation. REFUSED

125
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Reminders to Residents of the Date of the Inquiry

Cllr Stevenson’s suggestion that flyers be put out to remind people of the dates of the Public Enquiry was discussed. It was agreed that many people will have forgotten about this and they should be reminded that there needs to be a show of strength of public opinion. Councillors offered to deliver flyers to all households (including some in Sutton at Hone) and Cllr Stevenson agreed to approach the Press for coverage.
Publicising Result in Newsletter

It was decided to hold back the next newsletter for a week or two so that the result can be publicised in the February 2009 edition. 

126
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the latest monthly audit sheet was available for inspection by councillors. 

Budget vs Actual Update

The latest document was received for information.

Clerk’s 2008 Pay Award

It was reported that the interim national increase for parish clerks for 2008 had been agreed at 2.45% from 1 April 2008.

Telephone Line Rental

The clerk reported that a reduced price deal from Tiscali for also supplying the phone line had been received.
RESOLVED that no change from BT be made at the present time.

St Mary’s Church Christmas Lighting

RESOLVED that, under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, a donation of £80 be made towards the church’s Christmas lighting.
Grants

Some members were concerned that, in the past, organisations had not had to submit accounts and it was felt that this was a necessary part of the procedures and should apply to all. It was agreed that a policy should be formulated and enforced. It was agreed that a working group of 3 members was sufficient.

RESOLVED that 
1. Parish Council grants be only given to local organisations which must submit accounts with their application; and

2. the definition of local organisation is one that is run for the benefit of residents of the parish.

Budget Meeting

RESOLVED that the special meeting to set the budget for 2009/10 be held on Monday 26 January 2009 at 7.30 pm.
127
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT APRIL 2009

Cllr Mitchell reported that she had had lots of positive response from local groups. At least 20 were interested in taking part and putting on fun events like a mini football tournament, games, bouncy castle, etc. As well as flags and balloons, she felt a marquee was needed as the hall would not be big enough. The cost of a marquee would be between £400 and £1000. She was asked to firm up a price for the size needed by next meeting. It was agreed that there would be no cost to organisations or visitors but that groups could charge for anything they wished to supply such as teas.
128
BOUNDARY MARKING STONES PROJECT
Cllr Eagles thought that the project undertaken by Linton Parish Council to locate and preserve parish boundary stones was interesting and something that could be investigated here in the spring by walking the boundary. It was pointed out that the boundary is generally on private land and others felt it should be left to the local history group. Cllr Eagles and Cllr Valentine would investigate the matter further and report back if necessary.
129
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Cllrs Bradley and Wilson reported that the meeting on 6 November was something of a damp squib as they were told that Sevenoaks District Council was not going to release Green Belt land for housing. There were enough brownfield sites to take care of needs. The chances of building at the rear of Churchill Road are so remote that it just won’t happen.
130
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed to put the Public Inquiry details and St George’s Day event on the website.
131
MAY 2009 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLVED that the May 2009 meeting be held on Thursday 7 May as the first Monday is a bank holiday.

The meeting ended at 9.12 pm
Chairman

Date

