HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 January 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell (arrived 8.05pm), M Oram, G Tripp, R Valentine            and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PC Paul Leggett (local beat officer), PC Andy Blackmore (Crime Prevention Officer)
Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Eagles declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 137 (as an allotment holder)
132
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

Village Hall Extension

It was reported that Andrew Boakes has been appointed architect for this project and despite initially saying that a cost plan would not be necessary, he had now recommended it. He had been asked to find other quotes lower than the £1450 he had received from one quantity surveyor (as reported last meeting).
It was also reported that the site survey would be carried out on 16 January. 
It was agreed to reconsider the matter of the cost plan at the next meeting when further prices should be available.
133
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands

It was reported that PCSO Hylands had been transferred away from this parish and had been replaced by PCSO Alan Hearn who was already being mentored by PCSO Rachel Rowbottom.
CCTV

PC Andy Blackmore gave information and answered questions on CCTV equipment. The moveable camera that the Police have installed temporarily in Horton Road, which has been very useful in connection with 2 recent incidents, costs £6,000. It is in quite a dark area but still works though it would benefit from better street lighting. PC Blackmore said that a percentage of crime is displaced to other areas when cameras are installed but it has also been shown that a percentage of crime is actually reduced.

He said that if the Parish Council bought a similar camera, the Police could monitor it free of charge but this would be on a limited basis ie checked every so often that it was set up and working properly and looked at when needed. The camera is controlled via a laptop so is flexible in its use. It is easily moved to a different hotspot when needed.
It was agreed to consider further whether a budget allowance should be made for cameras in the parish at the next meeting on 26 January and in the meantime there would be an item in the next newsletter explaining that buying a camera or cameras was being considered and comments from parishioners requested.
134
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

135
PLANNING

SE/08/02949/FUL

Oakview Stud Farm, Lombard Street

Change of use from garage to MOT testing station

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/08/02609/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Use of temporary access at Millstone Mews for blocks B & C (37 units) until 31 May 2009 GRANTED

SE/08/02654/FUL

Land North of Gas Valve Compound School Lane

Application Withdrawn

SE/08/02858

Gills Farm, Gills Road

Retention of 3 holiday let units created through conversion of existing agricultural barn GRANTED

SE/08/02933/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Eradicate existing access driveway to Boyneswood and form new access in new location REFUSED

SE/08/02960/LBCALT

3 Giffords Cottages, Holmesdale Road

Replacement window to bathroom in modern extension GRANTED

136
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Members discussed the public inquiry held on 16 and 17 December 2008 which has been adjourned and will reconvene on 31 March, 1 and 2 April 2009 in order to discuss flooding and contamination issues only. It was felt that the Parish Council should ask to speak again and in the meantime get photos and other evidence to submit.  It had been agreed that the further days of the inquiry would be held at Sevenoaks DC offices and that factual details only, as well as requests for photos and other evidence, would be put in the February newsletter.
As the village hall had lost income by holding the inquiry in the hall, the clerk was requested to submit an invoice to Sevenoaks District Council to cover loss of earnings and photocopying costs.
137
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Councillors were informed that the monthly audit sheet was available for inspection and invited to attend the next internal audit session. 

Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

Allotment Rents for 2009

RESOLVED that the new rates from 1 April 2009 be £30 per plot.

Payment of Precept

RESOLVED that the precept payments for 2009/10 be taken at the usual times of 30 April and 30 September.

Budget

Members were asked to investigate any major items prior to the budget making meeting on 26 January.

138
COMPLETION OF ANNUAL AUDIT 2007/8

Information was received that the annual audit had been completed and there were no matters needing action.

139
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
RESOLVED that the new model publication scheme required from 1 January 2009 be adopted. 

Members noted that a template of information that has to be made available either in hard copy or on website needed to be completed. 

140
ARRIVA BUS SERVICE 414

Information regarding changed services from 2 February 2009 was received.

141
STREET LIGHTING

Cllr Valentine reported that edf had pulled out of street lighting work so would not now be giving an estimate for upgrading. He would be trying other firms. In the meantime it was agreed to get all necessary repairs carried out. An item would be put in the newsletter telling people that the Parish Council was looking to upgrade the lights with a view to handing over responsibility to KCC.

142
CONSORTIUM

It was agreed that (1) Litter; (2) CCTV; and (3) Street Lighting be put forward for the agenda of the next meeting of the Consortium on Wednesday 11 February in Farningham. Cllrs Bradley, Tripp and Valentine would attend if available.

143
RIVER MAINTENANCE OTFORD TO SOUTH DARENTH

Members were informed that an open meeting between Darent Valley Parish Councils and the Environment Agency to hear about the EA’s new maintenance regime would be held in the near future. The Parish Council’s DRiPS representative Malcolm Dunn would be advised and Cllrs Eagles and Wilson would attend if available.

144
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Local Development Frameworks – Meeting 5 December

Cllr Wilson reported back briefly and offered to make his fuller written report available in the parish office. Cllr McGarvey reported that the draft LDF would be available on the Sevenoaks website in the next few weeks and would form the basis of a consultation. He also said that existing village design statements would still be valid planning guidance but new ones would not.
145
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2009

No further details of this event were available but Members discussed suitable start times for publishing in the forthcoming newsletter which needed to be decided now. It was agreed that the event would start at 10am. Cllr Mitchell asked other Members to join her in an informal meeting to decide on details of the day.
146
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed that the Chairman’s statement at the Public Inquiry on 16 December would be included on the website and references made to further details on the Sevenoaks website.

147
NEWSLETTER

Cllr Tripp asked that a request that parents be urged to check that their children are riding on bikes with fully working lights be included in the February newsletter. An update on progress being made on the Station Road parking restrictions was also needed.
The meeting ended at 9.20 pm.
Chairman

Date

