HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 July 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor (arrived 8pm)
P McGarvey, District Councillor 
3 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Rachel Rowbottom (left the meeting after the Policing item)
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Eagles, G Tripp, R Valentine and
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 47 and did not vote.
41
EXTENSION TO GAS PUMPING STATION SCHOOL LANE

Alan Midwinter and Jan Swan attended the meeting to give a short presentation from Southern Gas Networks on its proposal to extend its above ground installation (gas pumping station) in School Lane, Horton Kirby (known as the Farningham site by Southern Gas). Three sites had been considered for the extension and the gun club site adjoining had been the most environmentally sound. The entrance to the gun club would be stopped up and tree planting would take place along the north and west of the site. Members asked questions regarding risk and security. Traffic movements were also a concern. Construction vehicles would arrive via Speedgate and Mussenden Lane not along School Lane from Horton Kirby. 
 

42
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 2 and 24 June 2008 be approved and signed as correct records.

43
MATTERS ARISING

Burial Ground

It was reported that a meeting had been held in the burial ground to discuss the grass cutting regime which Cllrs Bradley, Tripp and Wilson attended with the clerk and Ian Blackamore. As a result, the chairman stated that in his opinion additional cuts to the burial ground would be the best way to improve the situation. The cost per cut would be £47.50. Mr Blackamore had said that he did not think it feasible to rake up as it would take so long and would be costly in terms of disposal. 
The suggestion of a paid-for maintenance service whereby the contractor would wipe the headstone and remove the grass cuttings from the planted grave area after each cut was rejected as it was felt that the Parish Council should take responsibility for improvements.
Safety issues were also discussed as one headstone had been found to have movement and was laid down for safety reasons. Stephen Gay memorials had been asked to submit an estimate for checking the safety of the headstones. Members were told that the HSE now says it is not interested in headstone safety as the danger is very low. 

RESOLVED that for a trial period of the next 4 weeks, the burial ground be cut weekly and the state of the burial ground be appraised during that time.

Burial Ground Policy

The clerk reminded councillors of an outstanding decision on this matter. Members were to have a site meeting to look at the various contraventions of the policy. One suggestion made by the contractor in this connection was that a noticeboard in the burial ground would be useful so that no visitor to the site would be ignorant of the rules. He also reports that grass cuttings and other items have been dumped all around the edges of the burial ground recently. Solar powered lights were not seen as a problem.
RESOLVED that estimates be obtained for a noticeboard for the burial ground.

44
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Rachel Rowbottom gave a brief report. She said that they had some leads in connection with a lot of the graffiti around and she reported that the Police were investigating an additional camera on the environmental centre system to cover the allotments where there had been continuing criminal damage and theft. 

PCSO Coverage in South Darenth, Horton Kirby and Farningham

A brief verbal report of the recent meeting with Insp Payne to discuss police coverage was given. PCSO Hylands will not be working in Farningham unless a specific police request was made for him to do so. PCSO Rowbottom will spend 1/3 of her time in Farningham and 2/3s in South Darenth and Horton Kirby. Inspector Payne said that the Police are no longer asking for financial contributions from parish councils for new PCSOs and there is a strong chance that we would lose our PCSO, Peter Hylands, completely next year if we decided to stop funding. PC Leggett goes where he is needed.
45
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Closure of Stag Theatre Sevenoaks
It was reported that Kino had pulled out of the Stag and that the theatre would close tonight as it was not creating enough revenue. It was too early to say what Sevenoaks District Council would do. Cllr Arnold had a petition to save the Stag and reported that a Sevenoaks community theatre group was developing a proposal to run the theatre and cinema complex.

Pre-Application Charging

Sevenoaks District Council will in future be making a charge for giving pre-application advice on planning. Parish councils will also be charged for advice on any of their own applications.
Parking in Station Road

Both district councillors said that they are already talking with Dartford borough councillors about solutions to this problem.
46
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

47
PLANNING

SE/08/01460/FUL

1 Millstone Mews

Erection of first floor pitched roof extension

The parish council has no objections to this application.
SE/08/01452/ADV

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Erection of gantry sign on Station Road, 2 advertising hoardings to Horton Road and advertising fixed to sales cabin (Paper Mill Green)

SE/08/01453/ADV

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Erection of gantry sign on Station Road, 2 advertising hoardings to Horton Road and advertising fixed to sales cabin (Kingfisher Place)

The Parish Council strongly objects to the above 2 proposals for advertising hoardings and illuminated signs. The hoardings are visually intrusive in the street scene of a rural village and illuminated signs are intrusive to residents’ privacy when they shine into bed rooms or living rooms. The Parish Council has NOT been consulted on these applications despite what has been stated on the application form. 

There was discussion on both the above applications particularly in respect of the lack of consultation and it was felt that the relationship with Fairview was breaking down.

RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Fairview explaining that we have objections to these applications and ask them to start talking to the Parish Council again.

The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/08/00976/CONVAR

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Amendment of start date for temporary access from Millstone Mews GRANTED

SE/08/01096/FUL

8 Rashleigh Way

Raise height of existing garage GRANTED

SE/08/01114/FUL

2 Saxon Place

Two storey side extension REFUSED

Grazing Plot 4 Horton Road – Residential Caravans

There was discussion on whether or not professional planning representation was needed at the forthcoming appeal and the clerk reported on her efforts to find a planner and also get advice from Sevenoaks officers.
RESOLVED that 

1. Malcolm Green be asked to speak on behalf of the Parish Council; and 

2. approval be given to paying his reasonable expenses.

48
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION – LEGAL DOCUMENT FROM SDC

RESOLVED that the document be signed.
49
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet was available for inspection and they were invited to attend the next internal audit session. 
Revised Budget

Chairman’s Allowance

RESOLVED that the addition to the budget of £100 for a Chairman’s Allowance for 2008/9 be agreed.

Additional Safety Mats at Shrubbery Road

RESOLVED that an additional budget for 6 extra safety mats @ £23 each, which included installation by HAGS at no charge, be agreed.
50
NOTES OF ADMIN WORKING GROUP

Notes of the recent meeting were received. Cllr Page raised the issue of a gratuity for a former member of staff and it was decided to consider a gift at the next meeting.
St George’s Day Event

It was agreed that an open day in April 2009 to give all local organisations the opportunity to promote themselves should be tried and Cllr Mitchell was volunteered to organise this.

51
RESPECT DAY WKHA

Members were informed that the Community Safety Team at West Kent Housing Association was planning a Respect Day in South Darenth (Shrubbery Road, Montgomery Road, East Hill area) on 30th July 2008. The team would be door knocking and talking to residents about the graffiti in the area. They will be handing out an A4 poster to residents with photographs of some of the graffiti that were recently taken by WKHA in those areas.    

Cllrs Oram and Page expressed an interest in joining the team for the event and it was felt that Cllr Valentine would also like to be involved.

52
PAPER MILL SITE AND NEW ROAD LAYOUT

RECENT BUILDING WORKS AND DANGERS TO PEDESTRIANS

Cllr Oram gave a verbal report on recent developments on the site including the lack of communication from Fairview and a road safety incident at the New Road / Horton Road junction. 
RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Fairview detailing the strong concerns over the lack of consultation and the poor response to the road safety issues.

53
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Tree on Shrubbery Road Green

It was reported for information that a substantial branch on the tree had been pushed down by youngsters which had exposed how rotten the tree was inside and how dangerous it was. As it could not be left in this state, arrangements had been made for the immediate removal of the whole tree.

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.
Chairman

Date

