HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 6 July 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson, G Tripp and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

14 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: R Eagles, D Mitchell R Valentine
Declarations of Interests: Cllr J Stevenson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 40 (application 1380). Cllr M Oram declared a personal interest in Minute 40 (applications 1407 & 1453)
34
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 June 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

35
MATTERS ARISING

Village Hall Extension Building by Fairview

It was reported that Sevenoaks District Council considered that allowing Fairview to build the extension posed too great a risk to the Parish Council in terms of deliverability. Members were surprised and disappointed at this but agreed with Sevenoaks District Council that it was best to get the cash from Fairview up front.
36
POLICE MATTERS

Removal of PCSO Rowbottom to New Ash Green

Members were concerned that PCSO Rowbottom had been moved to New Ash Green without any consultation with the Parish Council and it was agreed to write expressing this concern. A resident present at the meeting expressed his dissatisfaction with the Police as he had left messages on the local numbers and the main Swanley number about separate incidents but had received responses from no one. Others had similar stories including Cllr Oram who had rung 999 about a fight in Horton Road but had had no response.
RESOLVED that a letter be written to the new Chief Inspector at Swanley station expressing dissatisfaction in the strongest terms.

Art Wall – Impact of Reduced Policing
Cllr Page had concerns about the decision of the ROS committee which had been made when there were 2 PCSOs covering our area and the beat officer had had a smaller patrol area. She felt that it might be appropriate to re-consider the matter in the light of reduced policing since advertising the Stand to be used as an Art Wall could attract a lot of youngsters from other areas to Heathside.

RESOLVED that the ROS committee be asked to meet as a matter of urgency to reconsider the matter.

37
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr McGarvey reported on changes at Sevenoaks in the procedures for planning application site meetings.

Glebe Place Playing of Football on the Amenity Grassed Area

Cllr McGarvey asked the Parish Council if the 2 goals that had been put on the green at Glebe Place by a local family and used by all ages were a problem or not. There was some discussion and it was agreed that the footballs were causing a problem to residents living around the green and that Sevenoaks officers should be asked to take them away.

38
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Devon Road / Holmesdale Road – Utilities Clutter
Roger Gough reported that he was aware that KCC had instructed the utility companies involved to take away their cones and barriers at the end of the day to stop them being moved around and blocking the road.

Street Lighting
Roger Gough had been made aware by residents of Dartford Road of their opposition to the loss of any street lighting as well as other problems to do with traffic. He said that he would get KCC to look into the wider issues raised.

Roger Gough left the meeting after the above item.
39
VILLAGE HALL & RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEES

The Minutes of the last meetings were received for information.

Burial Ground

The ROS committee had requested that the Parish Council release money to have all work on all pre-2006 dangerous graves carried out. The amount involved was not yet known but consideration would be given to including this in next year’s budget.
Village Hall Standing Orders 

RESOLVED that Standing Order 11 be amended to read 

11
Rescission of Previous Resolutions

A decision of the Village Hall Committee (whether affirmative or negative) shall not be reversed within six months except by a special resolution, the written notice of which bears the names of at least 3 voting members of the Committee. When such a resolution has been disposed of, no similar resolution may be moved within a further six months.

Recreation and Open Spaces Committee Standing Orders
RESOLVED that Standing Order 11 be amended to read 

11
Rescission of Previous Resolutions

A decision of the Recreation and Open Spaces Committee (whether affirmative or negative) shall not be reversed within six months except by a special resolution, the written notice of which bears the names of at least 4 voting members of the Committee. When such a resolution has been disposed of, no similar resolution may be moved within a further six months.

Village Hall Fees
The Parish Council considered appeals against the recent large increase imposed by the village hall committee on some local groups which were not charities. 

There was a great deal of concern from the groups concerned as the large increases would jeopardise their ability to put on events in the parish. Additionally, it was felt that more research was needed into costs and income to know that the right decision has been made in setting these fees.  
RESOLVED that the Village Hall committee be asked to reconsider this matter.
40
PLANNING

SE/08/01453/ADV amended

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Gantry and Hoarding Signs Station Road and Horton Road

As before but deleting all signs for sales cabin on Kingfisher Place.

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/01181/FUL 
Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Extend temporary access via Millstone Mews to end Feb 2010

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/01020/FUL

84 New Road

Two storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/01380/FUL

Land adj 11 Coopers Close

Erection det 3 bed house with integral garage and parking space. Amendment to previous approval

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/01407/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Construction of new vehicular access from Franks Lane

The Parish Council supports this application

The following notice of Appeal has been received for information:

SE/08/03187/FUL

82 School Lane

Retrospective rear ground floor open shelter attached to property

To be dealt with by written representations

41
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors were invited to attend the internal audit session. 

42
ALLOTMENTS

Rents
An allotment holder gave details of the income and expenditure of the Parish Council on the allotments and asked whether the Parish Council really needed to make a profit from the allotment holders. The Chairman responded that the allotments did not make a profit as he had not taken into account the cost of the clerk’s time. Members were of the opinion that £30 per plot per annum was a reasonable charge and did not agree to take any further action on the matter. 
Permission to Plant Ballerina Apple Tree

RESOLVED that permission to plant a ballerina apple tree be given to holder of allotment garden 15a with the proviso that the plotholder will take action to reduce the height should it grow to more than 8 feet high.

43
STREET LIGHTING DARTFORD ROAD AND SAXON PLACE
Members of the Parish Council had received copies of several letters and emails received from residents of Dartford Road and Saxon Place following an item in the recent newsletter regarding the proposal to remove the fuses from street lights to see if they were needed.

Many residents attended the meeting to give their views in person.

RESOLVED that 

1. no action be taken to remove the fuses from the lights in Dartford Road and Saxon Place; and 

2. consultation be made directly to all residents involved if it is decided to discuss street lighting again.

44
COMMUNITY PAYBACK PROJECTS
RESOLVED that this matter be passed on to the ROS and Village Hall committees to consider any projects which would benefit from this initiative.

45
SDC SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLAN 2010-13 WORKSHOP

Two representatives were invited to attend a workshop on Tuesday 28 July.

Cllr Page expressed an interest in attending.
46
BUS STOP BY PAPER SHOP EAST HILL

The Parish Council considered the request for a seat by the newly-moved bus stop outside Leeraj but concluded that there was insufficient room there because of the nearby vehicular access and the need to keep pedestrian access to Fireman’s Run clear. There was also concern about youngsters congregating around the shop entrance because of it which the shop keeper might not be happy about.

The Parish Council therefore decided to take no action at the present time to provide a seat in this location.

47
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Site Meeting with Fairview
Cllrs Oram, Page, Valentine and Wilson and district councillor Philip McGarvey had attended a very useful site meeting with Fairview on 18 June. The buildings are looking very good. The worst part is the inside of the Horton Road wall. Cllr McGarvey mentioned that the road closure in connection with the works to the wall would last for 1 year from Jan 2010 unless Fairview get a revised planning permission. 

A planning application is expected soon for a new access for construction traffic near Kingfisher Place.
It was agreed that the Parish Council can only bear this in mind at the present time.

Parish Councils Consortium

Cllr Tripp reported that only 3 of the 7 parish councils had been represented at the recent consortium meeting so it had been short and sweet. Notes would follow.
The meeting ended at 9.06 pm.
Chairman

Date

