DRAFT

HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 2 June 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

4 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PC Paul Leggett, PCSO Peter Hylands. PCSO Rachel Rowbottom
Apologies for Absence: S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: None
28
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last parish council meeting and the annual parish meeting on 13 May 2008 be approved as correct records.

29
MATTERS ARISING

Trim Trail Equipment – Heathside Recreation Ground

Cllr Mitchell reported that some of the items included in the previously-agreed trim trail had looked a bit boring once they had been brought lower to the ground to reduce the need for safety surfacing. The higher price now suggested included more challenging and exciting equipment.

RESOLVED that a revised quote in the sum of £11.486.37 + VAT be accepted.

Photocopier for Office

Details of a further 5 quotes for a replacement office photocopier were received.

RESOLVED that, subject to clarification that this machine is a latest model, the quote for a konicaminolta bizhub 211 in the sum of £68.94 a quarter for a 5 year contract be accepted.
Workload Issues Including Annual Accounts

On behalf of the small group of councillors appointed at the last meeting, Cllr Bradley submitted a written report on this matter which was received and accepted.
Action Group Funds

The Chairman reported that he had spoken to Mike Medlen who proposed to call a meeting of as many of the committee members as he could contact with the view to that committee making the decision on what should be done with the outstanding funds. Members agreed they would be happy for him to arrange this meeting.

30
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands reported that there was not much bad to report at the moment and that the new play park in Shrubbery Road was a great success. He stated that the environmental centre had 4 CCTVs up and running and the police were looking for funding for a 5th. Leafleting for a new neighbourhood watch area centred around East Hill would take place soon. Cllr Stevenson reported that adults had been seen buying alcohol for those underage in the village and asked for advice on what to do. PC Leggett stated that, if caught, the adults would be prosecuted and he asked for names to be passed to him. This would go in the next newsletter.
Police Liaison Representative
RESOLVED that Cllr Valentine by appointed as Police Liaison Representative.
31
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillor reported on planning matters including Tregea and Four Winds in Dartford Road.

32
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported briefly on progress on potholes and he was informed of the lack of progress on the environmental centre direction signs.

33
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

Contingency Budget for Electrical Works

It was reported that various quotes were being received for remedial works following the periodic inspection of the hall electrics and that the cost could be in the region of £5,000.
RESOLVED that a budget of £5,000 be approved from the contingency sum for this work to be carried out as soon as possible.

34
PLANNING

SE/08/01144/FUL

33 Saxon Place

RETROSPECTIVE Change of use of garden shed to beauty studio

The Parish Council has no comments on this application.

SE/08/01224/FUL

Tregea Dartford Road

Erection of first floor flank extension

The Parish Council is of the view that the proposed works are not disproportionate additions and should have minimal impact on the adjoining property.
The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/08/00033/DETAILS

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to condition 4 (Bollards) of SE/07/02177/FUL

GRANTED

SE/08/00484/FUL

79 School Lane

Proposed porch and front dormer GRANTED

SE/08/00871/FUL

Fairmount, Dartford Road

Erection of two storey extension REFUSED

The following notice of enforcement action has been received for information:

Gypsy Site on Land at Plot 4, Horton Road, South Darenth

This notice was served on 16 May and takes effect on 20 June if no appeal is received before then. The applicant has 3 months to remove all caravans and associated domestic goods, the hardstanding and reinstate the hedgerow.

Cllr McGarvey reported that an Appeal has been submitted.

There was some discussion on this item and it was agreed to consider at the next meeting whether professional representation at the Appeal was necessary.

35
ADMIN WORKING GROUP

RESOLVED that 
an Admin Working Group, comprising 3 parish councillors, to deal with all staffing / workload matters be set up;
the terms of reference be as follows:

Scope of Committee:

The working environment and methods, working issues, contracts of employment of all parish council staff. 

Frequency of Meetings

The working group will meet twice yearly to review all working practices in general and will meet as necessary when called upon to address specific issues.

Quorum:
The quorum for the working group is 3 voting members.

Powers

to consider and report to the Parish Council proposals on all aspects of the areas covered by the scope of the committee with the exception of the appointment or dismissal of staff unless instructed to do so by the Parish Council;

to consider all requests or issues of grievance by any members of staff; and 

to consider all issues raised by any councillor or councillors concerning the running of the parish council.
Staffing / workload issues that may have previously been dealt with by the Parish Council, Village Hall Committee or Recreation and Open Spaces Committee be, in the first instance, referred to the Admin Working Group; and

Cllrs Bradley, Mitchell and Valentine be appointed to this Working Group for 2008/9. 

36
FINANCIAL MATTERS

Review of Financial Risk Assessment
A review of the financial risk assessment was received by all parish councillors. 
RESOLVED that the review be received and accepted.
Section 2 of Audit Annual Return Form

This section was considered in detail and completed and duly signed by the Chairman ready for the end of year return.
2007/8 Annual Accounts

Figures for the accounts for year end 31 March 2008 were circulated and agreed and section one of the annual return form was completed and duly signed by the Chairman.
Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the last monthly audit sheet is available for inspection and that all councillors are welcome to attend the next session. 

Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Budget Comparisons

Councillors received a new look document which showed expenditure to date against budget figures. This document was readily available from the accounts software but was not split into as many spend headings as before. Various questions were asked about the figures.

37
KENT HIGHWAYS

Information was received that this parish has a new Community Liaison Officer for highways. Maria Baker will be coming to visit for an informal meeting during the next few weeks.  All members expressed an interest in attending this meeting.

38
PARKING IN SOUTH DARENTH VILLAGE CENTRE

Cllr Page reported details of problems regarding parking in the new road layout and surrounding roads and wanted to bring these matters to representatives of the appropriate authorities. There were various opinions on these matters but it was 

RESOLVED that 
Sevenoaks District Council officers be asked (1) how many offences had been recorded in South Darenth and to arrange for the traffic wardens to visit South Darenth more regularly; and

(2) to consider new restrictions for a 2 hour limit to be imposed in the centre of the village.

39
BURIAL GROUND

Cllr Wilson reported that complaints had been received from someone who regularly tended her husband’s grave. These concerned the scattering of cuttings from the strimmer over the planted areas of the graves and the headstones and the long cut grass that is left to lie.
Members were concerned to hear this and agreed to have a site meeting with the contractor in the near future.

The meeting ended at 9.25 pm.
Chairman

Date

