HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 June 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Rachel Rowbottom

Apologies for Absence: Cllr D Mitchell, S Arnold, District Councillor and R Gough, County Councillor

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Bradley declared a personal interest in Minute 24 concerning the naming of Arriva buses.
23
MINUTES

Cllr Oram raised the accuracy of Minute 10 concerning the agreed response from the Parish Council to the Kingfisher Place location for the sales cabin. It was agreed there was some confusion on the decision made but, in the circumstances that the decision on the planning application had already been made, no remedial action was necessary. It was further suggested that the Parish Council should try to make sure everyone knows what decisions have been made.
RESOLVED that, subject to the comments above, the Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be approved and signed as a correct record.

24
MATTERS ARISING

Banking Arrangements

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Village Hall Roof Fund deposit account be transferred to an account with a British bank with the best rate available.

Arriva Buses Names

It was reported that Barbara Bradley and Paul Ballinger had accepted their nominations. 
Village Hall Extension

Building By Fairview

RESOLVED that the Parish Council inform Sevenoaks District Council that there are no objections in principle to Fairview constructing the extension to an agreed design which could indeed have several benefits.

Emerging Costs Of The Extension.
Following the suggestion last meeting that the shortfall of a minimum of £45,000 over the budget set by the section 106 agreement could be met from reserves, there was discussion on whether this should be ratified by a formal decision of the Parish Council.
RESOLVED that the release of funds from reserves be approved and the matter will be discussed again once more accurate costs are known.
At the request of Cllr Eagles the voting for this item is recorded as follows:

FOR: Cllrs P Bradley, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson, G Tripp, 


R Valentine and E Wilson

AGAINST: Cllr Eagles

Planning Permission

Cllr Oram reported that the Horton Kirby Cricket Club had requested changing facilities in connection with the use of Heathside and asked whether this could be built in to the extension plans.

It was agreed that a planning application for the extension as proposed should proceed and alterations be made at a later stage if necessary.

RESOLVED that the planning application be proceeded with. 
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POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Rachel Rowbottom reported on several issues:

Street Lighting
She said that lots of residents had concerns about the lack of street lights particularly in East Hill and Horton Road. Late Police patrols agreed that it would be helpful for them to have more light to see by at night. It was agreed to bear this in mind when discussing street lighting.

Horse Washing in the River at Franks Lane

PCSO Rowbottom reported that she had been following this matter up with the Environment Agency and all 6 monthly tests on water quality so far had shown it was satisfactory.
PCSO Rowbottom left the meeting after the above item.
Donation to Fishing Event

PC Laidlow had asked for a donation to a DDAPS youth fun day event to be held in the Summer which is supported financially by Kent Police.

RESOLVED that £50 be given to this event.

Advertising

The organisers of the fishing event asked if the Parish Council wanted to provide signs for advertising the village hall. It was agreed not to pursue advertising signs at the present time but to discuss at a later date.
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REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Philip McGarvey, reported on various matters of interest including street lighting. He warned that Farningham’s contractor had identified lights by using plastic labels which had started peeling off already and suggested that painted stencil marking would be preferable.

27
PLANNING

SE/09/00541/LBCALT

Kirby Hall, The Street

Demolition of existing single storey side extension, extension of existing basement level, erection of a single storey side extension and other internal alterations to listed building. Additional information received.

The Parish Council has no additional comments on this application.
SE/09/01022/FUL

1 Franks Farm Cottages, Dartford Road

Erection of conservatory at rear

The Parish Council has no comments on this application.

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/08/02243/FUL

1 Kingfisher Place 

Erection of 2 storey marketing suite with parking and landscaping GRANTED

SE/09/00502/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Formation of second entrance to car park WITHDRAWN

SE/09/00457/FUL

Boyneswood Mussenden Lane

Installation of new sewage treatment plant GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal decision has been received for information:

APP/G2245/A/08/2074966/NWF & APP/G2245/C/08/2078930

Plot 4 Grazing Land South Of Viaduct Terrace Horton Road South Darenth Dartford Kent

Use of land as a private Gypsy caravan site for a single family SE/08/00275/FUL & 310/01/153 Both Appeals Dismissed
28
SOUTH DARENTH CONSERVATION AREA

There were no comments on the draft document other than support for the need to de-clutter signage and to agree that lorry movements through South Darenth need to be kept to a minimum.
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FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors. Councillors are always invited to attend the internal audit session. 

Review of Financial Regulations

It was agreed to approve the current regulations last reviewed in November 2007 subject to the addition of a paragraph stating that all orders over £300 and therefore needing countersigning by Chairmen must be made by sending a hard copy and not just by email alone.
RESOLVED that the financial regulations as reviewed and amended by this Minute be approved.

Review of Financial Risk Assessment
The existing risk assessment was reviewed and considered to be acceptable in its current form.
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PARISH COUNCIL LOCKS AND KEYS

A quote for changing the Parish Council’s locks to a central system was received but the decision of the Village Hall committee that it was a waste of money was agreed.

RESOLVED that no further action be taken on this suggestion.
31
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Cllr Oram reported on discussions with Ben Johnson of Fairview New Homes which resulted in a reported being circulated to Members recently. Disappointment was expressed that no parish representatives had known about a site meeting with Sevenoaks District Council officers but Cllr Oram had secured a site meeting for parish councillors on 18 June.
RESOLVED that Sevenoaks District Council be informed of this Council’s disappointment and asked to be included in future meetings.

32
PLAYBUILDER FUNDS

RESOLVED that an interest in making a bid for these funds be declared.

33
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Allotment Rent Increases

John Hughes complained about the huge percentage rise in his allotment rent from £16 five years ago to the current £30. He felt that the Parish Council should not be making a profit from the mainly OAP tenants. He was asked to write in with his complaints so that the matter could be put on a future agenda for proper discussion.
The meeting ended at 9.03 pm
Chairman

Date

