        HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 3 March 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

20 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: None
Declarations of Interests: As a School Governor, Cllr Mitchell declared a personal interest in Minute 209.
204
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 4 and 11 February 2008 be approved and signed as correct records.

205
MATTERS ARISING

Play Equipment
The 2008/9 budget allocation of £15,000 to the Building and Amenity Land Fund Reserve for future play equipment was clarified for Members. This amount will be transferred after 1 April 2008 from general funds (shown as working balance in 2007/2008 outturn column in budget document) to the Building and Amenity Land Fund which can then be used for general play equipment (unspecified at the moment).
Shrubbery Road Play Equipment

A letter from Sevenoaks District Council containing the terms of a lease for this play area was received and approved. The lease will be for 25 years at a peppercorn rent and includes the larger area of grass bounded by the estate footpaths.
Swings Restoration 

It was reported that the junior swings frame at Shrubbery Road had been found to have movement in the top bar so that further inspection was necessary to find out if the unit was suitable for refurbishment or if it would have to be replaced. The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee would be giving further consideration to this aspect. The goal end and fencing unit and the Jukebox Shimmy had been ordered.
Open Spaces Consultation Document

A draft response had been circulated to Members for comment and approval. This was approved subject to the alteration of the response to the question on accessibility standard for children’s playgrounds being changed from “No” to “Yes” and a comment made on page 7 asking why there was no reference to either South Darenth or Horton Kirby for new play equipment.
Action Group Funds

Mr Wescombe spoke about his disappointment that the Parish Council Chairman had not allowed discussion and a decision on the matter raised by him on the day of the meeting on 4 February. He stated that this was allowed as Shrubbery Road appeared on the agenda. He also stated that he thought Cllr Mitchell’s solution to the problem as contained in the Minutes of 4 February was a good idea.

The Chairman replied that he had been operating within the rules which said that an item had to be on the agenda in order for a decision to be made (the Shrubbery Road item on the agenda referred only to the equipment to be installed and made no mention of Action Group Funds). Cllr Oram stated that the subsequent personal letters from Mr Wescombe were offensive and did nothing to help the situation as the matter was to be discussed at a future meeting. Cllr Tripp agreed that the letter had been intimidating and appalling.
206
POLICE MATTERS

Monthly Report

PCSO Rachel Rowbottom was present but had nothing to add to the written report circulated to Members.
PCSO Mentoring

Members were informed of an item raised by Crockenhill’s PCSO in that Council’s February Minutes in which he stated that PCSO Hylands would be mentoring him for 2 days a week in Crockenhill. PCSO Rowbottom said that she thought it was only for a short time, perhaps another week. Members were concerned that they had not been told about this.
RESOLVED that a letter be written to the Police expressing this Parish Council’s extreme disappointment that this has happened without consultation and a request be made regarding the length of time of this mentoring.

207
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest including

Car Parking in Station Road
Cllr McGarvey stated that a great number of letters had been sent to Sevenoaks officers from local people objecting to the dangerous situation created in Station Road because of the many cars parked there all day. He added that there were proposed solutions in hand which would be the subject of consultation in due course. 
208
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest including
East Hill Road Works
Roger Gough reported that the traffic problems were still being investigated including whether section 106 monies could be used for improvements. The narrowness of the road at the bottom of East Hill was once again discussed and fears of problems expressed. However, as the works are being carried out in accordance with the plans it was generally felt that there is nothing that can be done at the moment although a letter expressing this Council’s concerns would be sent to the highways authority.

209
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

Horton Kirby School Play Area

A letter from David Hood, Chairman of School Governors asking this Parish Council to reconsider the decision regarding gate closing at the school playground was received and discussed. Mr Hood was concerned about school security and the cost implications of increased vandalism and increased insurance premiums.  It was agreed to hold a meeting with representatives of the school governors at which Cllrs Bradley, Oram, Page and Tripp would represent the parish council. 
210
PLANNING

SE/08/00275/FUL

Plot 4 Grazing Land South of Viaduct Terrace, Horton Road, South Darenth

Use of land as a private Gypsy caravan site for a single family

A draft response by the clerk had been circulated to all Members and was considered. The clerk had included many corrections to statements made by the agent in the application form and had made reference to the reasons given for refusal for a similar application in Franks Lane.  
District councillor Stephen Arnold informed the meeting that he had spoken to the planning officer at Sevenoaks and had been told that the Environment Agency, the environmental health department and the drainage engineers would not recommend approval because of the risk of flooding and contamination. He also read out certain sections of Government Circular 01/06 which stated that inappropriate sites were those at risk of flooding and that the rules apply equally to gypsies and settled people. He added that the community had his support on this matter. County councillor Roger Gough added that in his letter of objection he had quoted relevant parts of the circular which had a presumption against development of this site. He added that KCC are still working on a plan for authorised gypsy sites and considered that those proposals should not be pre-empted by this application. District councillor Philip McGarvey explained why he could not express his support or opposition for this application. As a member of the Planning Control Committee he had a duty to attend that meeting with an open mind and not pre-judge the matter.

Cllr Oram added that Fairview New Homes had only recently been made aware of this application but would be making representations before the deadline.

Use of Planning Consultant

In view of all the positive comments made during discussion of this item, it was agreed that the services of a professional planning consultancy to oppose this development was not necessary at the present time.
SE/08/00484/FUL

79 School Lane

Proposed porch and dormer to front

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/08/00560/FUL

Rabbits Farm Cottage, 4 Rabbits Road

Proposed ground floor extension to form utility room. Proposed front porch and window to first floor ensuite

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/07/03515/FUL

23 Forge Lane

Loft conversion and single storey side and rear extension

GRANTED

SE/07/02975/FUL

Bayhams Cottage, Rays Hill

Single storey front and rear extension and new roof

GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal was received for information:

APP/G2245/C/08/2064139

Four Winds, Dartford Road

Appeal against: Without Planning Permission, the carrying out of building operations namely the alterations and extension of a detached double garage at the land and its conversion into a separate dwelling.

Horton Kirby Paper Mill

Cllr Oram reported action taken regarding trees being removed from land to the north of Kingfisher Place and gave information regarding Fairview’s plans for a marketing suite there.

Trees

Permission had been given by SDC in June 2007 for the removal of these trees to facilitate works to the river and Fairview started taking them down on Thursday 28 February. However, at the request of Cllr Oram, Director Peter Cobb had this work stopped pending investigations and gave an undertaking to retain as many mature trees as possible. Cllr Oram further reported that on Friday 29 February Mr Cobb reported that the roots of the trees could be dangerous to the sump house. The Sevenoaks tree officer was to be consulted. If the trees had to come down, replanting with mature trees had been promised.
Sales Unit 
Cllr Oram also reported Fairview’s proposal to site its marketing suite on the garden of 1 Kingfisher Place with car parking spaces on the rough ground to the north. A planning application was currently being made which, if successful, would allow the Paper Mill green to be given to the Parish Council.

211
NOTICEBOARD

A planning application to site the new notice board on the Paper Mill green was needed all the time the land remained in the ownership of Fairview and approval of where it could be positioned was needed from the Company. However, Fairview could not give permission until the outcome of the application for the sales unit at Kingfisher Place is known. As stated above, if successful, the Mill green would be given to the Parish Council which would mean that no planning application would be necessary.

212
STATION ROAD SPEED LIMIT

It was reported that a new speed limit of 30 mph in Station Road will come into force on the 28th March 2008.
213
DARK SPOT ON DEVON ROAD BRIDGE / CORNER HOLMESDALE ROAD

Members were informed of a request from Mr Cockburn on behalf of South Darenth residents walking home from the Legion Hall for a solution to the dark spot on the corner of Devon Road which causes anxiety. Members agreed to have a further look at the location and consider the matter at a future meeting.
214
YOUTH FORUMS

No councillors were able to attend the Action with Communities in Rural Kent seminar on 13 March in Ashford on Youth Forums.
215
ST GEORGE’S DAY – 23 APRIL 2008 

Members were asked to consider if the Parish Council wants to do anything in support of England’s national day. A flagpole was suggested by Cllr Stevenson and she offered to investigate this further.
It was agreed that it was a bit late to do anything for this year but thought would be given for next year and the public could be asked for ideas.
216
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed to put the Parish Council’s response to the Gypsy site application on the website.
217     SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm
Chairman

Date

