HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 2 March 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

2 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: R Eagles
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal interest in Minute 177.
175
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 February be approved and signed as a correct record.

176
MATTERS ARISING

Freedom of Information

RESOLVED that the decision in Minute 151 regarding the charge per copy be rescinded and the charge per A4 copy be set at 10p per sheet. Postage would be charged at cost.
CCTV and Speedwatch

Cllr Valentine brought along details and prices of cameras and speed check devices. It was agreed that he would arrange a separate meeting to enable all the details to be fully discussed and understood before the Parish Council makes a decision.
Action Group Funds

Various ideas for submitting to the Action Group Committee were discussed. Wooden play equipment for Heathside totalling some £11000, something to commemorate Mary Martin’s involvement with the fight, film projection equipment for the older youth in the village hall and equipment for the village hall extension to the value of £5000 were all put forward.
RESOLVED that an application be made for £5000 to be spent on tables, chairs, table tennis and pool tables and projection equipment in the village hall extension.
177
POLICE MATTERS

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
It was reported that 3 new areas have been set up in Coopers Close, Horton Road, and Paddock Close and a request for funding for new road signs was considered.

RESOLVED that funding for three Neighbourhood Watch road signs at £25 each be agreed. 

178
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest.

The ongoing massive problems from parked cars in Station Road were raised and both councillors agreed to chase up this matter.
179
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest, including that from June each county councillor would have £25,000 to spend on highways items in their patch (NB. Our county councillor’s patch comprises 5 parishes and part of Swanley).
180
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

181
PLANNING

SE/09/00240/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Extension of time for use of temporary access for a further 2 months to 31 July 2009.

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/09/00174/FUL

Land north of gas valve compound School Lane

Change of use to incorporate an extension to above ground installation and temporary construction compound with landscaping

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/07/00443/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to condition 12 (windows and doors) of SE/05/02000/FUL

APPROVED UNCONDITIONALLY

SE/08/02888/FUL

Fighting Cocks, The Street

Erection of new kitchen and dining and conservatory function room GRANTED

SE/08/02949/FUL

Oakview Stud Farm, Lombard Street

Change of use from garage to MOT station GRANTED

182
VILLAGE HALL CARETAKER / CLEANER

The clerk reported that there is no cleaner/caretaker at the moment and that an agency temp would be doing the cleaning from 3 March. This however did not cover keyholding which Cllr Stevenson agreed to do on a voluntary basis. The matter would be discussed further at the Village Hall Committee.
183
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION
Cost Survey

RESOLVED that the cost survey quotation from QS Paul Littlejohn in the sum of £600 be accepted.
Extension Committee

RESOLVED that 

1. a Committee be appointed to make decisions on items in respect of the village hall extension between Parish Council meetings; 

2. the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllrs Mitchell and Tripp be appointed to the committee; and

3. terms of reference be agreed at the next meeting.
Initial Plans

A draft plan by the architect was considered and agreed to be generally in line with wishes except for the unisex toilets shown. The architect would be asked to re-arrange the layout so that this was not a feature.
184
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

It was received for information that the monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors and that councillors are invited to attend any internal audit session. 

Budget vs Actual Update 
This document was received for information.

185
STREET LIGHTING

Members discussed what was needed in respect of street lighting maintenance and repairs with the forthcoming new maintenance contract with PFL.
The numbering of the columns was approved in the form SDABC1 or HKABC1 where SD and HK show what village it is in, ABC are the first 3 letters of the road and 1 is the first light in that street.

RESOLVED that PFL be asked to carry out the numbering and inventory check in the sum of £5.90 per light.

186
MEETINGS NEEDED BETWEEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The clerk asked councillors to consider setting a certain day and time for all meetings that have to take place between the normal meetings. Members did not feel able to do this and wanted to go with a simple majority of all those asked to attend. 
187
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Members agreed a letter to be sent to the Inspector on the subjects of sustainability, flooding and contaminated land. The letter would be signed by the Chairman and the clerk. It was agreed that it would not be necessary for anyone to speak on behalf of the Parish Council at the Public Inquiry.
Members also considered a suggestion that a coach should be put on for taking local people down to Sevenoaks for the Inquiry. It was decided that this was not practical as most people would not want to stay for the whole day.
188
PARISH COUNCILLORS SURGERY

Councillors were reminded that a Parish Council surgery is on Saturday 7 March from 10 am to 12 noon in the village hall.

189
RIVER MEETING AT OTFORD
Malcolm Dunn reported that he and Alan Williams would attend this meeting which is on Thursday 5 March at 8pm at Otford.

190
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT 

Cllr Mitchell asked for more tables and the Chairman said he would ask the Scout Group to provide theirs and bring them along. She also asked for help in distributing flyers.

191
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Consortium
Clrs Bradley and Tripp had attended the last meeting. Horton Kirby and South Darenth would be hosting the next meeting on Monday 22 June. Someone to take the notes would be needed as the clerk was unable to make that date.
192
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

The Chairman asked that the dates of the Village Hall and Recreation and Open Spaces committees be included on the website.

The meeting ended at 9pm.
Chairman

Date

