HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 13 May 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 8.24 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

7 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr G Tripp
Declarations of Interests: None
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2008-9 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Cllr Bradley be appointed Chairman for 2008/9
His declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman was signed.

2
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2008/9
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Cllr Valentine be appointed Vice-Chairman for 2007/8

3
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7 April 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.
4
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands’ Contract 
The contract for PCSO Hylands was signed for one year.
Beat officer Paul Leggett’s contact number
This number, 07870 252 842, which can be given out to the public, was received.
Change of Beat Areas

Information  was received from Ch Insp Ellis and Insp Adrian Payne that our beat officers and PCSOs will be covering policing areas that cover wards from now on so that Paul Leggett will be beat officer for Farningham as well as Horton Kirby & South Darenth. PCSO Peter Hylands will be covering Horton Kirby and South Darenth while PCSO Rachel Rowbottom will work in Farningham.
Parish councillors were extremely concerned to hear of this. District councillor Philip McGarvey suggested that it would be a retrograde step to dilute South Darenth and Horton Kirby’s policing.
RESOLVED that a letter of complaint be sent to Ch Insp Ellis regarding any possible loss of police cover in the parish.
5
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillors reported that the new Chairman of the District Council was Cllr Felicity Broomby who, they felt sure, would welcome an invitation to visit the parish.
District Councillor Stephen Arnold reported that an enforcement notice will be issued by hand on Friday May 16 regarding the gypsy site on grazing plot 4. He also reported that he is waiting for a response from the District Council’s officer regarding parking restrictions in Station Road. 
6
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest including the KCC scheme to extend the free bus pass scheme to 9 am instead of 9.30 am, the cost of which would be £150,000.

7
RECREATION & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

RESOLVED that the draft Minutes of the last meeting of the committee be received for information. 

8
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

RESOLVED that membership of committees and other bodies be as follows:
Village Hall Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Mitchell Page and Tripp

Anita Cockrill, Valley Players (non-voting member). Active recruitment to take place.

Recreation and Open Spaces Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Eagles, Mitchell, Oram, Page and Stevenson

Derek Chambers, Horton Kirby Football Club and Ian Blackamore, maintenance contractor. (non-voting members)

Welfare Working Group

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllr Wilson

DRIPS

Malcolm Dunn

Planning Inspectors

Cllrs Valentine and Wilson + 2 deputies: Cllrs Eagles and Tripp

Footpaths

Maurice Tripp

Darent Valley Rural Age Concern

Cllr Eagles

Swanley Volunteer Centre
Cllr Eagles

Internal Auditor

Clrs Bradley, Oram, Page and Wilson have all undertaken this duty during the past year. All councillors invited to take part.
Paper Mill Re-Development Steering Group

Cllrs Oram, Stevenson, Valentine and Wilson 

Village Hall Extension 
All councillors
South Darenth Noticeboard

Cllrs Eagles, Oram, Page and Valentine

NHS / Health Matters
Cllrs Eagles and Valentine

9
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED that the calendar of meetings for 2008/9 be as follows:

Parish Council meetings to be held on the first Monday at 7.30 pm except where this falls on bank holidays when alternative arrangements will be made.  

The Village Hall Committee to meet bi-monthly (January, March, May, July, September and November) on the second Thursday at 7.30 pm.

The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee to meet bi-monthly (February, April, June, August, October and December) on the second Thursday at 7.30 pm.  

10
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES

Amendments to terms of reference for committees were considered.
RESOLVED that no amendments be made as this time.

11
ACTION GROUP FUNDS
Members discussed what action to take concerning these funds to enable the money to be used for benefit of the communities that raised it. On the basis of informal advice from Sevenoaks District Council, it was agreed to try to arrange a public meeting of the original (Rail Link) Action Group. Cllr Oram stated that if a public meeting did not agree that the Parish Council was the appropriate body to take charge of the money, it was his view that the Parish Council should not continue to hold the funds.
RESOLVED that
1. the Chairman of the Action Group, Mike Medlen be approached to see if he would be prepared to call a public meeting with the aim of getting that meeting to decide what to do with the money; and

2. further advice be sought from Sevenoaks District Council. 
12
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

Members received a review of the regular internal audit process and its effectiveness

which is a requirement of the annual accounts procedure.  
RESOLVED that the report be received and approved.

13
PLANNING

SE/08/00871/FUL

Fairmount, Dartford Road

Erection of two storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections.

 

SE/08/00976/CONVAR

Horton Kirby Paper Mill

To amend start date of temporary vehicular access via Millstone Mews.

The Parish Council has no objections.

 
SE/08/00984/FUL  

Bayhams Cottage Rays Hill  

Loft conversion & internal modifications
The Parish Council has no adverse comments about the design of the proposals but is concerned that this proposal would bring the dwelling well over the 50% rule in the Green Belt.

SE/08/01114/FUL

2 Saxon Place

Two storey side extension.
The Parish Council has no objections.

SE/08/01096/FUL

8 Rashleigh Way

Raise the height to existing garage door opening

The Parish Council has no objections.

The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/07/03485/FUL

11 Millstone Close

Proposed single storey side extension and conversion of existing garage to habitable room GRANTED

SE/07/03917/CONVAR

Four Winds, Dartford Road

Application for variation of condition 3 for planning permission (SE/06/00095/FUL) for the retention of two roof lights and window opening to replace approved garage door. REFUSED

SE/08/00560/FUL

Rabbits Farm Cottage 4 Rabbits Road
Front porch and window to first floor ensuite GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal has been received for information:

4 Winds, Dartford Road 

Appeal by public hearing will be held on 3 July 2008 at the Hollybush Indoor Bowls Centre, Sevenoaks. 

14
PLAY EQUIPMENT HEATHSIDE RECREATION AREA

Costs of three quotes on proposals for play facilities on Heathside were received.
It was reported for information that planning permission is not needed as play equipment is permitted if the land is owned or maintained by the parish council, if it is done as part of its duties (ie to provide play facilities for the public) and is less than 4m high and under 200 cu m capacity. 
Cllr Mitchell also had costs for necessary safety surface for the Fawns scheme.
Cllr Wilson raised the subject of maintenance. Cllr Mitchell stated that the equipment was very durable and is guaranteed for 10years. Provisions for necessary inspections would be discussed further.
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that 
1. a trim trail be installed in Heathside; and

2. the quote from Fawns for trim trail equipment and some safety surface in the total sum of £10,236.37 + VAT for supply and installation be agreed and accepted.
15
INSURANCE

Details of an alternative quote with Norwich Union were considered. The new quote gave a saving of £800 and a 5% discount was applicable if a commitment was given for 3 years.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council change to Norwich Union from June 2008 for a period of 3 years.

16
FLOODING ISSUES

Cllr Wilson submitted a report which suggested that various contact information on flooding issues be publicised in the parish newsletter.
RESOLVED that the information be received and his suggestion implemented.

17
AUTOMATIC FREE MEMBERSHIP OF DARENT VALLEY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION TRUST

Members were given this information.
18
PARISH COUNCILS CONSORTIUM

Cllr Bradley reported on the discussion from the last meeting on green clusters, which involves providing recreational facilities for the huge number of new residents in the Thames Gateway.  Roger Gough told members that this is in its very early stages and that KCC would be consulting with parish councils on the implications and on how to minimise the impact on the Darent Valley and other regions in due course. 
Cllrs Bradley and Eagles said that they would like to attend the next meeting of the consortium on Tuesday 8 July in Crockenhill village hall. No items for consideration were put forward.
19
ANTHONY ROPER ACCOUNTS 2007

A copy of these accounts was received for information.
20
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – FUTURE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
An invitation to a briefing for town and parish councils on the provision for future housing in the District on Thursday 29 May at 7 pm at Argyle Road, Sevenoaks was received.

Cllr Bradley stated that he wished to attend if he was available.
21
PROPOSED VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

It was agreed that a small group of councillors (Cllrs Bradley, Oram, Page, Valentine and Wilson) would meet to put together a proposal for next action on making progress on the proposed hall extension which would be reported to the next Parish Council meeting.
22
ST MARY’S CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL 2008 
RESOLVED that a donation, under section 137, of £50 be made to sponsor an arrangement in the name of the parish council for this event which takes place on 12 – 14 September. 
23
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed to put the KCC press release regarding the extension of the free bus pass scheme on the parish website.
24
PHOTOCOPIER

The clerk gave details of options for a new Konica Minolta photocopier.
It was agreed to go ahead with a new machine but that prices from other manufacturers should be obtained. Cllr Bradley agreed to do this.
25          SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

26
WORKLOAD ISSUES INCLUDING ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

It was agreed that a small group of councillors (Cllrs Bradley, Mitchell and Valentine) would meet to discuss and consider current problems regarding office staff and workload and report back to the next meeting. 
27
WRITE OFF OF IRRECOVERABLE DEBTS
£115.65 from a cancelled booking in December 2006 and £16 from a disputed charge for additional cleaning after an event in May 2007 were reported as they needed to be written off.

RESOLVED that the 2 debts be written off.

The meeting ended at 9.52 pm
Chairman

Date

