HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 May 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page G Tripp



R Valentine and E Wilson

6 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Ch Insp Ellis and PC Relf

Cllrs S Arnold  and P McGarvey  District Councillors 
R Gough, County Councillor 

Apologies for absence: Cllr J Stevenson

Declarations of Interests: None
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2009 -10
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Cllr Bradley be appointed Chairman for 2009-10
His declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman was signed.

2
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2009-10
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Cllr Valentine be appointed Vice-Chairman for 2009-10
3
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 6 and 15 April 2009 be approved and signed as correct records.

4
MATTERS ARISING

Station Road Double Yellow Lines

There was discussion on the lack of action on the Dartford Borough Council’s part of Station Road. It would seem that Kent County Council had been empowered to carry out this work and County Councillor Roger Gough agreed to chase the matter.
Speed Indicators

Cllr Valentine had 2 prices to report from 5 requests for quotations. These were some £2000 for 1 and £6000 for 2. CI Ellis said there is a Roads Policing Officer in West Kent who might be able to give advice.

It was agreed to wait for more prices before considering this matter further.
5
POLICE MATTERS

All Policing matters had been dealt with at the Annual Parish Meeting.
6
RECREATION & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

RESOLVED that the draft Minutes of the last meeting of the committee be received for information. 

7
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

RESOLVED that membership of committees and other bodies be as follows:

Village Hall Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman, Cllrs Mitchell, Page and Tripp

Representatives of hall users (non-voting members) 

Carol Blendell (Youth Club), Mike Crook (Valley Players), Peter Flewin (Local History Society), John Glozier (Short Mat Bowling Club), Gayle Levy (Youth Club), Sharon Luck (New Monday Club), John Myers (Valley Players), Celia Reynolds (Riverside Pre-School)

Recreation and Open Spaces Committee

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Eagles, Mitchell, Oram, Page and Stevenson

Derek Chambers, Horton Kirby Football Club and Ian Blackamore, maintenance contractor. (non-voting members)

Welfare Working Group

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Cllrs Page and Wilson

DRIPS

Cllr Wilson and Malcolm Dunn

Planning Inspectors

Cllrs Valentine and Wilson + 2 deputies: Cllrs Eagles and Tripp

Footpaths

Maurice Tripp

Darent Valley Rural Age Concern

Cllr Eagles

Swanley Volunteer Centre
Cllr Eagles

Internal Auditor

All councillors invited to take part.

Paper Mill Re-Development Steering Group

Cllrs Oram, Stevenson, Valentine and Wilson 

Village Hall Extension 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Cllrs Mitchell, Page and Tripp
NHS / Health Matters
Cllrs Eagles and Valentine

Police Liaison

Cllr Valentine

8
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED that the calendar of meetings for 2009/10 be as follows:

Parish Council meetings to be held on the first Monday at 7.30 pm except where this falls on bank holidays when alternative arrangements will be made.  

The Village Hall Committee to meet bi-monthly (January, March, May, July, September and November) on the second Thursday at 7.30 pm.

The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee to meet bi-monthly (February, April, June, August, October) on the second Thursday and in December on the first Thursday at 7.30 pm.  

CI Ellis left during the above item.

9
PLANNING

SE/09/00658/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to condition 61 (non-residential use classes)

The Parish Council had no comments.

SE/09/00777/FUL

Fairmount Dartford Road

Erection of 2 storey rear extension

The Parish Council had no objections.

09/00910/WTCA

Croft House The Street

Works to trees

The Parish Council had no comments.

SE/09/00538/FUL & LBCALT

Kirby Hall The Street

Application no longer valid.

SE/08/03187/FUL

82 School Lane

Retrospective rear ground floor open shelter attached to property REFUSED

SE/09/00122/FUL

Horton Wood, west of School Lane

Resubmission for retention of change of use to outdoor pursuits activities REFUSED

SE/09/00174/FUL

Land north of gas valve compound, School Lane

Change of use to above ground installation GRANTED

10
PAPER MILL DEVELOPMENT - FAIRVIEW NEW HOMES 

The Parish Council considered whether there were any further actions needed to communicate with Fairview in view of the lack of promised monthly reports. There was also discussion on planning application notices regarding the marketing suite on Kingfisher Place. As it would seem that Fairview had no desire to implement any planning permission for this site, it was agreed not to comment further.

Cllr Oram agreed that he would ask for an update from Fairview and if none was forthcoming, to ask them for a meeting with the Steering Group.

PC Relf left during the above item.

11
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Banking Arrangements

The clerk reported that all funds were now in a current account at Nat West and Members gave an update on progress so far in getting the reserves put into Nat West reserve accounts. It was agreed to decide next meeting where the Parish Council should ultimately invest its reserves. 

Action Group Funds

A letter had been received by the Parish Council Chairman showing a list of recipients of grants from the Action Group. The committee chairman asked that cheques be written accordingly and informed the Parish Council that the committee had duly wound up the Action Group.
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as attached, be approved and payments made accordingly

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the monthly audit sheet was available for inspection by councillors who were invited to attend the next internal audit session on 27 May.
12
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

Internal Control Review

A review of the regular internal audit process and internal control and their effectiveness was made and approved.
Annual Governance Statement
The Annual Governance Statement on the Annual Return was completed and signed by the Chairman. 
Approval of Annual Figures
The Annual Figures on the Annual Return were approved and the appropriate section was signed by the Chairman.

13
GRASS CUTTINGS IN TOP PADDOCK

Members discussed a response to the resident who had complained about a letter regarding the fly tipping of grass cuttings in the Top Paddock. However, it was agreed to wait for a written complaint before responding.

14
ST GEORGE’S CELEBRATION EVENT

It was agreed that this event had been very successful and would become an annual event. Several items including the need for a bigger marquee were discussed and would be taken into account during the planning of the 2010 event.
15
DOCUMENT RETENTION POLICY

RESOLVED that the following be added to this document:
Planning Decision Notices. Keep for 12 months. Dispose by recycling.

16
ARRIVA BUSES – NAMES

Arriva had asked this Council and Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley Parish Council to nominate worthy recipients of the honour of having one of their 3 new 414 buses named after them. It was suggested that Sutton-at-Hone would name one, this Parish Council would name one and the third would be a shared one. Paul Ballinger of Farningham Road station which is shared by both villages would be an appropriate shared nomination. Barbara Bradley’s name was put forward in view of her many years of service to the villages, particularly her service to the Scout Group.
RESOLVED that 

1. Barbara Bradley be asked if she would accept this nomination; and

2. Paul Ballinger’s nomination as the “shared” nominee be agreed.

17
GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON NEW SPEED LIMITS
Members considered their response to the government proposed scheme to introduce 20mph and 50mph limits on some roads. 
RESOLVED that

1. this scheme would be welcomed; and

2. the matter be put on the next agenda of the Consortium for discussion.
18
STREET LIGHTING

Motion Sensor Street Lighting

The clerk reported that PFL knew of no street lights with motion sensor activation

although there are LED ones in the experimental stage. However, KCC’s street lighting engineer did not recommend them. There are none in Kent and they would not work very well because street lights (particularly low wattage ones) take time to warm up to full brightness. The pedestrian would therefore have walked past before it had warmed up and so would gain little benefit from the light. It was agreed to take no action at the moment on these types of lights.
Replacing Lanterns
The clerk reported that KCC’s street lighting engineer had suggested mini iridium lights @ £487 each could be better than ordinary iridiums (£231) in certain locations. A mini iridium had been ordered for Devon Road/Holmesdale Road junction and a location for an ordinary one needed to be decided for comparison purposes. It was agreed to put an ordinary iridium outside the village hall.
Disconnecting Lights

It was reported that taking lights out of service did not necessarily mean having to pay edf for the very costly process of disconnection. KCC’s street lighting engineer suggested that publicity of intent was necessary so that the public was aware of what was intended. It was therefore agreed to put an item in the next newsletter naming the lights that were to be taken out of service. It was agreed that all comments on this action should be in writing so that proper consideration could be given to them.
19
PROPOSED VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Members had received a revised plan of a reduced-size extension. This was priced by the quantity surveyor at £301,603 but did not include fees. This would add a minimum of £50,000 to the final bill over and above the section 106 money which initially had been expected to be sufficient for all costs including fees. It was suggested that any extra money for fees could come from reserves.
RESOLVED that 

1. the extension proceed to the next stage; and

2. all future matters be handed over to the village hall extension group to deal with.

20
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was suggested that the Chairman’s Annual Report should be included on the website.

21
NEWSLETTER

It was agreed to delay the issue of the June newsletter so that the result of the Public Inquiry on the gypsy site, which was expected by the end of the first week in June, could be included in it.
22
SHRUBBERY ROAD FENCING
It was reported that the fencing at Shrubbery Road, which had been approved in November, had been in galvanised metal and it was now suggested that green plastic coated fencing, at an additional cost of £770.74 + VAT, would be preferable.
RESOLVED that green plastic-coated steel palisade fencing be installed at Shrubbery Road play area.

At Cllr Wilson’s request, the voting for this item is recorded as follows:

FOR: 
Cllrs P Bradley, 
R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp



and R Valentine 

AGAINST: Cllr E Wilson

The meeting ended at 9.35pm

Chairman 

Date
