HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 5 November 2007 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr R Valentine (Vice-Chairman in the Chair)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor (arrived later)
3 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs P Bradley and M Oram
Declarations of Interests: Cllrs Valentine and Wilson each declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 114 (Lilliput application).
108
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record.

109
MATTERS ARISING

Walnut Tree on Allotment

RESOLVED that a quote of £200 to leave the wood on site (to be removed by a plot holder) be accepted.

110
POLICE MATTERS

Alan Burchmore was present to give the PCSO’s report.
Policing Partnership Agreements –PCSOs

There was much discussion on the work of the PCSO in view of the request from the Police to know whether this Parish Council would be funding the PCSO after March 2008 when the current 3 year agreement ends. Members were surprised to hear that no written agreement had been available from the Police and felt that this was something to be addressed. There was particular concern that our PCSO seemed to spend so many hours outside the parish. 

RESOLVED that no decision on funding for 2008/9 be made until after a meeting with a superior officer of PCSO Peter Hylands.
111
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillors reported on various matters of interest.

112
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported on various matters of interest.

Members Grant Award 

RESOLVED that grant-aid be applied for for a new highways-type South Darenth village sign to replace the one taken away from its location by the viaduct in 2006.
113
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

114
PLANNING

SE/07/02975/FUL

Bayhams Cottage, Rays Hill

Single storey front and rear extensions and new roof

The Parish Council has no objections
SE/07/02952/FUL

Lilliput, The Street

Single storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections
The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/07/00097/FUL

Four Winds, Dartford Road

Convert existing double garage into a separate dwelling including raised terrace

REFUSED

SE/07/00478/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details of below ground excavations

GRANTED

SE/07/01323/FUL

4 Northfield Cotts, Lombard Street

Single storey rear extension, double storey side extension and replacement garage

GRANTED

SE/07/01852/FUL

6 Rashleigh Way

Single storey side extension and porch

GRANTED

SE/07/02177/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Formation of vehicular access from Millstone Mews (temporary application for 14 months) 

GRANTED

SE/07/02297/FUL

The Leas, Dartford Road

Single storey conservatory

REFUSED

SE/07/02365/FUL

Tregea, Dartford Road

Partial first floor extension to provide bedroom

REFUSED

SE/07/02453/FUL

Land north of 1-4 Victory Terrace, Holmesdale Hill

Detached single storey dwelling and garage

GRANTED

SE/07/02668/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Demolish existing bungalow and build new single storey cottage with dormer windows REFUSED

District Planning Appeal Notices

Members decided that they wished to receive only those appeal notices relevant to this parish.
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study

Cllr Wilson reported from the information day he attended at Sevenoaks.
Local Development Framework – Identification of Sites with Development Potential
Members decided that there were no sites in the parish suitable for development or re-development.

115
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 11 IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOLLOWING ITEM

RESOLVED - that Standing Order 11 be suspended during consideration of the item that follows on the subject of the Village Hall extension, play facilities or other uses of the s106 money allocated for community purposes

116
USE OF THE S106 MONEY ALLOCATED FOR COMMUNITY PURPOSES

Members discussed the possibility of using some or all of the section 106 funds allocated for community use for sports, games, play facilities or other items of a community nature.
Cllr Mitchell said there was a lot of money proposed to be spent on a village hall extension and she asked whether this was the best use of it. She wanted parish councillors to consider something like a fitness trail and /or skate park which could be used by the whole community. It was felt that the extension could be looked at again with a view to reducing its size if some of the money was needed for outside / informal recreation.

It was also agreed that Cllr Mitchell should put forward some more specific proposals with some guide prices for the next meeting and it was suggested that consultation on these suggestions could be done in combination with the Shrubbery Road play area.
 

117
PARISH OFFICE ELECTRICS

RESOLVED that a quote for the installation of new socket outlets and an additional light switch in the office in the sum of £195 + VAT from Grimwood Electrical Services be accepted without the need for obtaining further quotes in view of the urgency of the matter.

118
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO BUS PROBLEMS IN EAST HILL, SOUTH DARENTH

Members were told of certain suggestions put forward to help access for the buses up East Hill, including (1) double yellow lines on one side of East Hill, (2) making East Hill and New Road one way and (3) removing the East Hill bank to provide parking, following a meeting with residents of Southdowns concerning the Arriva bus service.

The Parish Council could see problems with these ideas but wished to give support to the residents of Southdowns in their investigations into a possible solution.
119
PROPOSED RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION FOR SOUTH DARENTH

Members gave support to a request from Cllr Valentine for setting up a residents association in part of South Darenth. He suggested that this would start with Shrubbery road, Montgomery Road and East Hill. Several members offered their time and all were asked to make suggestions for inclusion in the community survey which would need to be photocopied, delivered and returned by way of a stamped addressed envelope provided. Cllr Valentine was asked to find out a rough cost of these expenses in time for the next meeting.
120
ST MARY’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS LIGHTING
RESOLVED that a donation, under section 137, of £80 be made towards the cost of the Christmas external lighting of the church. 

121
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

RESOLVED that the revised financial management regulations as circulated be approved and adopted.

122
BANK ACCOUNTS

In accordance with financial regulations, the clerk investigated alternative bank accounts and suggested the Alliance and Leicester which is currently offering 5.55% on deposits which compares with 5.25% with our current bank, Bank of Ireland and which can be serviced through the Post Office.

RESOLVED that 
the current account and all deposit accounts be transferred to the Alliance and Leicester bank; and

the necessary bank mandate be authorised.
123
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Risk Management 
Cllr Eagles reported briefly on an informative session at the Sevenoaks District Council offices on risk management. She offered to circulate notes from the meeting when received.

124         SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

125
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Traffic Island, A225

Residents reported details of a fire in the removal van that has been parked on the island for several months on 2 November.

The meeting ended at 9.45pm
Chairman

Date

