HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 3 November 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, C Page, J Stevenson,



G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

P McGarvey, District Councillor (arrived 8.05pm)
R Gough, County Councillor 

6 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr M Oram and PCSO Peter Hylands.
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Page declared a personal interest in Minute 114.
95
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October be approved and signed as a correct record.

96
MATTERS ARISING

County Councillor’s Grant – Shrubbery Road Repalacement Roadside Fence
There was discussion with County Councillor Roger Gough who hoped to have between £1500 and £2000 to offer from his fund. He would know in a few days time when a bid from Eynsford had been finalised. A quote for each of 2 types of fencing was received. Members had been earlier advised that the cost of anti-trap bow top galvanised 1.2m high fencing was £5545 + VAT and the clerk reported at the meeting that 1m high pedestrian barrier type galvanised fencing would cost £5702 + VAT. 
RESOLVED that 

1. The anti-trap bow top 1.2m fencing be erected along Shrubbery Road to replace the existing chain link fence; and

2. Funds be made available for the difference between the cost and the grant from the County Councillor’s fund. 

97
POLICE MATTERS

PSCO Hylands’ Request for Flexible Working

Members discussed this request and his requested shift pattern. There was considerable concern about this as it was felt that it would not work satisfactorily.
RESOLVED that Insp Payne be informed that this Parish Council is not prepared to accede to this request and a meeting to discuss it further be requested.
98
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Stephen Arnold informed the meeting that the decision on The Stag has been deferred by Sevenoaks District Council until 11 November.
99
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor Roger Gough said that KCC's Planning Applications Committee was to consider the proposal to extend Lullingstone Visitor Centre's car park the next day. He would be going along with representatives from Shoreham and Eynsford Parish Councils to oppose the plans.
100
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

Top Paddock New Fence for East Boundary

RESOLVED that £1500 be released from the contingency fund for the proposed new fence.

101
PLANNING

SE/08/02654/FUL

Land north of Gas valve compound, School Lane

Change of use of land to incorporate extension to above ground installation and temporary access with landscaping

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/08/02858/FUL
Gills Farm, Gills Road

Retention of 3 no. holiday let units created through conversion of existing agricultural barn. Resubmission of previously refused application

The Parish Council has no further comments on this application

SE/08/02888/FUL

Fighting Cocks, The Street

Erection of new kitchen and conservatory dining / function room

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/08/01144/FUL

33 Saxon Place

Retrospective. Change of use of garden shed to beauty studio GRANTED

SE/08/02017

Boyneswood Mussenden Lane

Form new access to agricultural land to provide shared access road to new bungalow. Erect boundary wall. Install sewage treatment plant, surface water collection tank and ground source head pump. REFUSED

SE/08/02363/FUL

33 School Lane

Greenhouse in rear garden GRANTED

SE/08/02380/FUL

Environmental Study Centre

Extension to provide new lavatories GRANTED

SE/08/02399/FUL

79 School Lane

Porch and dormer on front elevation GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal decision has been received for information: 
Four Winds Dartford Road

Appeal against: Without Planning Permission, the carrying out of building operations namely the alterations and extension of a detached double garage at the land and its conversion into a separate dwelling.

Appeal Allowed

102
GRAZING PLOT 4 HORTON ROAD – RESIDENTIAL CARAVANS

Public Inquiry 16 and 17 December

Members discussed various matters in connection with the forthcoming public inquiry. 

It was decided that the Parish Council’s hedge along the roadside boundary should have its usual annual cut.

103
PAPERMILL DEVELOPMENT SITE

Parking

Members discussed the question of parking spaces in the Mill site in the light of information that dwellings are being marketed with permits to park in reserved areas and further clarification from Sevenoaks District planning department.
Members were concerned to hear that the arrangements told to the community by Fairview at the public exhibitions - that the public would be able to use these spaces during the day for visiting shops, etc in the village centre - was not now the case but did not see there was anything that could be done about it. It was agreed to raise the matter with Fairview at the forthcoming meeting about the road closure.
Road Closure

A representative of the local Fire Service reported to the Council details of a recent meeting with the Fairview site manager. He said that Fairview had been quite accommodating to their needs and will put hatching to prevent parking which would allow turning both ways out of the station yard. He also said that unofficially locals would be able to get through as access for residents would still be possible. District councillor Philip McGarvey questioned this as he believed it was an offence to drive straight through a closed road. County councillor Roger Gough confirmed what he had heard from Kent highways which was that a complete closure, rather than leaving half the road open, was the only option on health and safety grounds. A closure for 16 months had originally been requested and this had been reduced to 12 months at the outside.
RESOLVED that written requests be made to both Fairview and Kent Highways for clarification and confirmation of the information reported to the meeting.

104
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION 

Chartered Planner, Peter Waller addressed the meeting and circulated a document he had compiled from the original planning consent document for the Paper Mill site. He pointed out various paragraphs which showed that Sevenoaks had themselves proved the very special circumstances for building an extension to the hall and that it was basically an exercise in quoting these back to them in order to gain planning permission. He did not see the need to meet planning officers again at the moment and said that it should not matter that officers had changed because they all had to work within the rules. Mr Waller was thanked for his help and guidance.
The clerk reported that she had received 2 estimates from architects and the Chairman offered to look at these then call a meeting of all parish councillors so that the matter could proceed as soon as possible.
105
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were advised that the monthly audit sheet was available for inspection by councillors. 

Budget vs Actual Update
This document was received for information.

Bank Accounts Checks

The clerk reported that, as part of financial regulations, bank accounts have to be checked 6 monthly to see if Parish Council has best rates and conditions. As all reserves are in one bank, there was some discussion about whether this should be spread around but it was considered that the Bank of Ireland was as safe as any bank at the moment since Ireland was a triple A country.
106
STATION ROAD PARKING RESTRICTIONS

Details of small amendments to the proposed scheme were received and it was decided that no further comments were necessary.

107
BURIAL GROUND

Grass Cutting

A letter received from Mrs Annett asking for a change in the cutting regime (to stop the strimmer flicking cuttings on the graves) was considered. However, the request from the Recreation and Open Spaces Cttee that the burial ground being included in the scope of that committee rather than the Parish Council was agreed so the item was deferred to the next meeting of that committee.
Mains Water Pipe

The clerk reported that a decision needed to be made in respect of a water pipe in the burial ground. Plans show the general location of this underground water pipe which serves Court Lodge and Cottages. However, the gravedigger needs to know where it is exactly and a decision (and a budget for next year) should be made on how to do this and how to mark it permanently.
It was agreed that the water board should be asked to deal with it.
108
PARISH COUNCIL SURGERY

Cllr Page asked the Parish Council to consider holding a surgery for the public to attend and be able to speak to councillors and Police. She had been asked by local residents for this who wanted the Legion Hall to be used as this was a convenient location for South Darenth residents on the way to the doctors. Cllr Valentine said that he was happy to try this out with Cllr Page and it was agreed to set a date in January. However, it was felt that the village hall was more central to all residents and would not incur a hire charge.
109
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE ST MARY’S 9 NOVEMBER

It was reported for information that this service starts at 10.30am and councillors are invited to attend. 

110
PROBLEMS FROM LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT

Ash cum Ridley Parish Council had written to neighbouring parishes to find out if, like them, they had been experiencing problems from being under flight paths. No members were aware of any such problems.
111
RAIL LINK FUNDS

The Chairman reported that Rail Action Group chairman Mike Medlen had located 3 other members of the committee and would be holding a meeting in the near future.
112
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Consortium Report 
Clr Tripp and Cllr Valentine reported that the recent meeting had been an interesting one discussing topics such as Sevenoaks District Council’s strategic housing land availability study for the local development framework, street lighting maintenance and speedwatch machines.
Speedwatch
There were other parishes interested in sharing but Phil Hobson of Shoreham was investigating a more expensive version to see if this was more suitable for the purpose.

Street Light Maintenance

Horton Kirby and South Darenth had been volunteered to take the lead on this as it had the most lights. KCC Highways and Ringway would be pursued.

113
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was agreed to add details of the proposed road closure (Minute 103) when more is known and also to add the start time of the Public Inquiry on 16 December.
114
WREATH FOR REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

RESOLVED that a wreath be purchased and an additional donation totalling £100 be made under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 
115
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Blocked Gullies

A member of the public reported several blocked gullies in New Road which Cllr Valentine offered to take up with Kent Highways.

The meeting ended at 9.20 pm.
Chairman                            Date

