HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 6 October 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, M Oram, C Page, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
6 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSO Peter Hylands. 

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs D Mitchell and  J Stevenson 
S Arnold, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: None
83
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

84
MATTERS ARISING

Parking in Station Road

The clerk reported that Sutton at Hone and Hawley Parish Council had also supported the proposals for Station Road although it had also asked Dartford Borough Council to address the issues of displaced vehicles causing problems in nearby residential roads as a matter of urgency. 
Speedwatch

Prices for various versions of the speedwatch equipment and incidentals were quoted. An average cost to set up would be £2400. The equipment is portable and can be set up anywhere where the Police give approval and consider it safe. At least 3 volunteers are needed and 2 hour slots at each location were recommended, changing days and times so that motorists did not get used to it. The exercise is non confrontational for volunteers as the Police carry out all follow up procedures. There is scope for sharing one set of equipment amongst neighbouring parishes as it will fit into the boot or an average sized car.
RESOLVED that this Parish Council is interested in sharing speedwatch equipment and the matter be further discussed with other parishes at the forthcoming consortium meeting.

Street Lighting

Cllr Valentine informed the Parish Council of his enquiries with Kent County Council and EDF Energy with the view of upgrading and handing over responsibility to KCC.
A quote for upgrading the whole lighting stock (some 110 lights) was awaited as was a decision from KCC on the lighting level it would accept. It was hoped they would accept a “rural” level. The newer lamps (bulbs) were brighter but used much less energy that the older style we mostly have.

The clerk reported the receipt of notice of termination of the maintenance contract from EDF Energy with effect from 31 March 2009. Other neighbouring parishes were also affected and the matter will be discussed with other parishes at the forthcoming consortium meeting.

The report was received and the matter would be considered again at the next Parish Council meeting.

85
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Peter Hylands was present and gave a verbal report of current operations including Hot Pumpkin for Halloween when more officers would be on the streets tackling any large groups of older kids or those using masks in an intimidating way. The number plate day on 27 September had been very successful. 42 cars had received special screws to prevent them being removed and re-used for crime. An arrest had been made for a graffiti offence. The person had been bailed and he was waiting to see if charges would be made.
Cllr Valentine asked about a specific problem villagers had been having with 2 boys out and about in South Darenth looking menacing with a fierce type of dog. PCSO Hylands replied that it was not an offence to have a dog and there was nothing they could do unless there were specific attacks.
86
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information.

Terms of Reference

RESOLVED that the terms of reference for the village hall committee be amended to increase the number of non-voting members to 8.
87
PLANNING

SE/08/02363/FUL

33 School Lane

Erection of greenhouse in garden

No objections 

SE/08/02380/FUL

Environmental Study Centre, Horton Road

Proposed extension to provide new lavatory facilities. New bin store and access.

No objections 

SE/08/02399/FUL

79 School Lane

Proposed porch and dormer to front elevation. Variation of previous approval SE/08/00484/FUL

No objections 

SE/08/02408/FUL

The Barn Dean Bottom

Change of use and conversion of redundant agricultural barn to form one self catering holiday accommodation unit

The Parish Council strongly objects to this application on Green Belt policies which state a strong presumption against permitting new development.
SE/08/02689/FUL 
Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Use of  temporary access via Millstone Mews for blocks B and C (37 units) until May 2009
No objections 

The following decision notices had been received for information:

SE/07/03983/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Details pursuant to condition 4 (sample panel of materials). APPROVED

SE/08/01965/FUL

14 Rashleigh Way

Replacement of side garage and internal alterations GRANTED

SE/08/01224/FUL

Tregea Dartford Road

Erection of first floor flank extension. REFUSED

SE/08/02174/LBCALT

West Wing Reynolds Place

Single storey rear extension APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

SE/08/01990/FUL

10 Russell Place

Change existing velux to dormer at rear GRANTED

The following notice of Appeal had been received for information:

SE/08/01114/FUL

2 Saxon Place 

Two storey side extension. 

This will be held by means of written representations.

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane. (SE/08/02017/FUL)

Members received a letter from the applicant regarding this Council’s objections to the wall at land adjacent to Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane. The letter stated that the wall was needed to retain earth from a steep bank and was 1.2m high. The clerk reported that the overall structure with piers and railings was over 2m high and the gates would be over 2.5m high. The applicant also stated that they had not removed a hedge as there had not been one there in the 30 years that they had lived in the lane. However, another resident of Mussenden Lane said that there had been one.
It was agreed that the contents of the letter did not change this Parish Council’s comments and the applicant would be informed that the comments had been noted.

Public Inquiry Gypsy Site Plot 4 Horton Road

It was reported that the dates for the inquiry are to be 16 and 17 December 2008 from 10am to 5pm. The Chairman reported that the pre-school had made enquiries about using the scout hut on the 16th December for the second Christmas party so it was agreed to go ahead and offer the village hall for the inquiry on these days. Councillors regretted the disruption caused but considered the use of the hall to be of great importance.
South East Plan
Public Consultation on Places to Live for Gypsies, Irish Travellers and Others
Members were asked whether they were able to attend a stakeholder meeting in Maidstone on Monday 27 October at 7pm.

88
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKS

Details of 2 briefing sessions for parish councils organised by CPRE on behalf of Sevenoaks District Council were received. Cllr Wilson and possibly Cllr Bradley and Cllr Page would attend on the afternoon of Friday 5 December. 

89
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Councillors received information that monthly audit sheet is available for inspection and were invited to attend the internal audit session. 

Budget vs Actual Update
This document was received for information.

90
ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT 2009

There was brief discussion on this event which early indications were showing would be successful. It was agreed that there would be a financial input and it was hoped that by the time the budget had to be set, members would have a better idea of how much this would be.

91
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S GRANT

Members thought that an item of play equipment or the replacement of the unsatisfactory fence along Shrubbery Road with a much more substantial one would be a good idea. This could receive assistance from both the county councillor’s grant and the separate KCC fund which had contributed to the Shrubbery Road play area. Members said they would look at a suitable piece of equipment and fencing options and consider again next meeting.
92
PROPOSED VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

Councillors were reminded of the meeting on 7 October to discuss this matter.
93
PARISH COUNCILS CONSORTIUM

Cllrs Bradley, Oram, Tripp and Valentine wished to attend the next Consortium meeting on 23 October at Eynsford. It was noted that speedwatch, housing land availability and street light maintenance would be on the agenda.
94
STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT

Members noted that a piece of land north of School Lane and east of Churchill Road was identified on Sevenoaks District Council’s website under this heading and it was agreed to advertise this by a link from our own website.

Cllrs Bradley and Wilson offered to attend the meeting on this subject arranged by Seal Parish Council on 6 November. 
The meeting ended at 8.38pm.
Chairman

Date

