HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 September

 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,


R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
R Gough, County Councillor 

1 member of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr G Tripp 
S Arnold, District Councillor

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal interest in Minute 74 (applications SE/08/01967 and SE/08/02243. Cllr Wilson declared a personal interest in Minute 74 (application SE/08/01967).
68
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 August 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

69
MATTERS ARISING

Police Matters – Shrubbery Road – Threatened Removal of Play Equipment

See resolution under Minute 73 below
Parking Restrictions in Station Road

The proposals from Sevenoaks District Council which showed lengths of Station Road with double yellow lines, parts with time restricted waiting and 2 stretches allowing parking (see plan attached to these Minutes) were discussed.
Cllr McGarvey referred to a proposal by owners of the land north east of Heathside to offer it for use as a car park but it was agreed that this was not a matter for the parish council. 

RESOLVED that the proposals be accepted and Sevenoaks District Council be requested to make sure that the restrictions are adequately patrolled and enforced.
70
POLICE MATTERS

A written report from PCSO Rowbottom was received and discussed. In particular the Speedwatch initiative was discussed and members thought it was something worthwhile pursuing. Speedwatch is a mobile device, manned by volunteers, for displaying vehicle speeds. It was generally thought that this device was successful at getting drivers to slow down. Cllrs Oram and Valentine would be attending a meeting on the subject and would bring back full details to the next meeting. 
71
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillor present reported on various matters of interest.

On behalf of Cllr Arnold, Philip McGarvey raised awareness of the Stag closure. Cllr McGarvey said that Sevenoaks District Council will be considering every option which will take some time. Kent County Council was also interested in the building which could be used as a community facility and offices for county council services but it was early days. 
72
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

After 2 years as a cabinet member, Roger Gough told the council that he had decided to stand down because of other calls on his time. On the positive side he said he would be able to spend more time on local county council matters.

73
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the last meeting were received for information and the following matters considered.

Heathside Trim Trail Inspections
RESOLVED that the Heathside equipment maintenance budget be amended to include a sum of £200 (from the contingency fund) for the rest of the financial year 2008/9 to cover the cost of weekly safety checks.

Shrubbery Road Play Equipment

RESOLVED that the Parish Council agrees with the Recreation and Open Spaces committee that it wishes to make no threats to take away the play equipment at Shrubbery Road and that the Police should be urged to find other ways to reduce the anti-social and criminal behaviour of youths in the area.

74
PLANNING

The following applications have been received for comments:

SE/08/01967/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Relocation and extension of practice nets

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/08/02017/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Form new access to agricultural land to provide shared access road to new bungalow. Erect brick boundary wall. Install sewage treatment plant, surface water collection tank and ground source heat pump.

The Parish Council supports the installation of the sewage treatment plant, surface water collection tank and ground source heat pump facilities. However, it has strong objections to the erection of a 2 metre high brick boundary wall along the front of agricultural land. 
The brick wall and railings creates a dominant and intrusive feature in this predominantly rural area and cause harm to the amenities and character of the Green Belt and Special Landscape Area contrary to saved policies EN1 and EN7 of the Sevenoaks District Local Plan. A hedgerow has been removed to accommodate this boundary wall.
SE/08/02145/FUL

West Wing, Reynolds Place, Rays Hill

Single storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

SE/08/02243/FUL
Land adjacent 1 Kingfisher Place

Erection of 2 storey marketing suite with associated parking, landscaping and access.

The Parish Council has no objections to this application

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/08/01282/FUL

Gills Farm, Gills Road

Retention of 3 holiday let units created through conversion of existing agricultural barn. REFUSED

SE/08/01441/FUL

7 Millen Court

Replacement doors. GRANTED

SE/08/01452/ADV

Horton Kirby Paper Mills

Erection of gantry sign on Station Road, 2 x hoardings on site boundary (Horton Road) and advertising fixed to sales cabin WITHDRAWN

SE/08/01454/FUL

Land east of Horton Kirby Paper Mill (The Green)

Temporary provision of marketing suite and parking WITHDRAWN

SE/08/01455/FUL

Land adjacent Kingfisher Place

Temporary provision of marketing suite and parking WITHDRAWN

SE/08/01460/FUL

1 Millstone Mews

First floor pitched roof side extension GRANTED

SE/08/01516/FUL

Fairmount Dartford Road

Erection of two storey rear extension REFUSED

75
INTRODUCTION OF CHARGING FOR PRE-APPLICATION PLANNING ADVICE - FOLLOW UP FROM CONSORTIUM MEETING

The Parish Councils Consortium asked member councils to consider a response to the proposal of Sevenoaks District Council to charging a fee for advice for planning applications made by parish councils. It was agreed that no action be taken in this matter as it was unlikely that Sevenoaks District Council would change its policy and this parish council rarely makes planning applications.

76
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Information was received that the latest monthly audit sheet is available for inspection by councillors and that councillors are invited to attend the next internal audit session which will be in October due to staff holidays. 

Budget vs Actual Update

The latest budget vs actual income and expenditure report was received.

77
STREET LIGHTING

Members considered that it would be advantageous to look at the parish council’s street lighting stock to see if it was possible to upgrade and pass them over to highways. Cllr Valentine had had preliminary discussions with both highways officers and edf energy staff about this matter and he was asked to pursue this and report back with costs to see if this could be done all at once (possibly with the aid of KCC grants) or piecemeal if necessary.  Roger Gough promised to investigate possible grants. It was agreed to hold any repairs in abeyance for the time being.
78
STAG THEATRE SEVENOAKS

Members heard that Sevenoaks Town Council proposed to take over the Stag and manage it as a community arts centre, maintaining the theatre, 2 cinemas, plaza suite and youth outreach services. Sevenoaks Town Council had written to parishes and towns asking for “support for this project, possibly to include some financial assistance.”  In discussion it was generally agreed that this council’s money would be better spent on improving its own facilities rather than on facilities in Sevenoaks. However, non-financial support would be given to Sevenoaks Town Council. See Minute 71 above re KCC interest.
79
ARMISTICE DAY TWO MINUTES SILENCE MAROON ROCKETS

The clerk reported that the cost of rockets has increased from £32 to £77 + VAT because of a reclassification of these fireworks and new regulations that mean a specialist carrier has to deliver them at a cost of £45. Members were asked to consider whether to continue purchasing these rockets or whether there was any other way to mark the Two Minutes Silence.

RESOLVED that assuming there were no safety reason why we should not continue to store and set off these rockets, the Two Minutes Silence continue to be marked with maroons on 11 November at 11am.

80
NHS TRUST ELECTION

Members marked their preferences for the candidates for this election and the clerk used them to cast the council’s votes.

81
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

It was suggested that the Two Minutes Silence and progress on the new noticeboard in South Darenth be included on the website.

82
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rail Link Funds
Cllr Oram asked about this matter and it was agreed to include an item on the November agenda.

Village Hall Extension

Cllr Mitchell said that the Parish Council should be progressing this and it was agreed to include an item on the October agenda.

List of Local Organisations and Businesses

Cllr Mitchell asked councillors for help in filling in the gaps on the list of contacts she is compiling for the St George’s Day event 2009. She also asked for an item on the event on the October agenda.

Activities for Older Youth

Cllr Stevenson said she wanted to organise discos in the village hall for the older youth. She also reported on discussions with a company called Blue Ice which was employed by Fairview and wanted to bring the community together by holding events. Cllr Oram and Valentine were surprised that they had no knowledge of this considering they have direct contact with the company. Cllr Bradley confirmed that the Darent Valley Lions had also been approached by Blue Ice which had offered help to the Lions.

The meeting ended at 8.48 pm.
Chairman

Date

