HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 September 2009 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: R Valentine (Vice Chairman in the Chair)



Cllrs D Mitchell, M Oram, J Stevenson and E Wilson

S Arnold, District Councillor

R Gough, County Councillor 

6 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

CI D Cooper and PC Chris Relf
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs P Bradley, R Eagles, C Page and G Tripp.
SDC Cllr P McGarvey.

Declarations of Interests: Cllr Oram declared a personal and interest in Minute 53 (Plans SE/09/1405 and 1407)
48
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 July be approved and signed as a correct record.

49
MATTERS ARISING

Glebe Place Football Posts – Petition
A resident of Forge Lane explained to parish councillors why there were objections to these goal posts on the green. These included noise and the inability to enjoy the amenities of his property, trespass and damage, and danger to passing pedestrians and vehicles. He added that the responses to the questionnaires and the names on the petition should only be taken into account if they fronted the green and thus were directly affected.

Members noted the comments and awaited the results of the questionnaires before making any further observations to Sevenoaks District Council.

50
POLICE MATTERS

New Chief Inspector Davis Cooper introduced himself and answered the concerns raised at the last Parish Council meeting. He explained that once the Parish Council’s funding for a PCSO stopped, the Police could not justify 2 PCSOs in this area as crime is lower here than in other parts of the district. He also gave various details of how to contact the Police and mentioned a new community safety unit at Sevenoaks and PACT (Partners and Community Together) which is taking action on anti-social behaviour.
51
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Loss of Trains from Farningham Road from December 2009 
Cllr McGarvey raised this item in advance of the meeting.

Members discussed the reduction in the timetable from December, in particular the loss of the 08.37 to London and the huge gap in the down service from Farningham Road between 07.34 and 08.43, an interval of 69 minutes.
Many people had already written to south-eastern trains and received replies that were not particularly hopeful. However, it was agreed that 
1. the Parish Council should also write, 
2. Fairview should be informed so that they could write,  
3. MPs should be asked for support, and 
4. details should be put on the website and in the forthcoming newsletter so that others could write. 
Among the points to stress was not only the unacceptable loss of service to existing residents but also to future residents of the 210 homes on the South Darenth Mill site.

52
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County Councillor reported that overhanging trees in Eglantine Lane were due to be cut back soon.
53
PLANNING

SE/09/1405/FUL

Horton Kirby Paper Mill

Construction of Access Road

It was reported that the following comments have been made on this application:

It is essential that the access be at an 'acute' angle from Horton Road onto the site to provide the least obstruction - this is shown on Drg. FNH 323 (Fairview).

There should be no restrictions on parking placed on the residents of the East side of Horton Road from the Fire Station South towards the Viaduct.

The access to the site and provision for 'jet washing' of vehicles should be strictly controlled as intended.
SE/09/01382/FUL

1 Station Road Cottages

Crossover

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposal

SE/09/01407/FUL

Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Construction of new vehicle access 

The Parish Council has no objections to the further details of this proposal

SE/090/01829/FUL

Westminster House Dartford Road

Erection of ground floor rear extension with glazed link to existing buildings
The Parish Council supports this application in view of the very special circumstances of the applicant.
SE/09/01885/FUL
70 Devon Road

Demolition of existing rear garage and erection of single storey side extension including garage.

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposal
09/01928/WTCA

Croft House, The Street

Large Hazel – prune to reduce crown overall by 40%; maintain shape and form

The Parish Council wishes to leave the decision on this matter to the tree officer.
The following decision notices have been received for information:

SE/09/00777/FUL

Fairmount, Dartford Road

Erection of two storey rear extension GRANTED

SE/09/01020/FUL

84 New Road

Two storey rear extension WITHDRAWN

SE/09/01380/FUL

Land adj 11 Coopers Close

New 3 bed detached house – amendment to previous approval

GRANTED

Grazing Plot 4

A letter from Heine Planning Consultancy on behalf of Mr and Mrs Knowles asking for any suggestions for alternative sites in the area was considered. 

RESOLVED that Heine Planning Consultancy be informed that 

· parish councillors did not feel qualified to suggest any sites that might be suitable for Mr and Mrs Knowles; and

· with its greater expertise, the Sevenoaks planning department might be better qualified to help in this respect.

54
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION OR OTHER PREMISES FOR COMMUNITY USE

Other Premises for Community Use

Cllr Mitchell put forward a suggestion that commercial buildings for sale on the Fairview site might be preferable to building an extension to the village hall.

The clerk reported that enquiries have shown that only 3 of the units were still available (as at 11 August) and that they each have only 1 parking space. She added that the selling agent considered that change of use to community use would be unlikely to get planning permission. An informal response from the planning department was that:
· The loss of commercial units (and employment) would be a concern;
· The financial aspects were not straightforward as it would be necessary to pay into the management fund for site management as an ongoing commitment; and
· The extension to the hall was seen to benefit both villages.
Cllr Mitchell felt that these arguments could very well be said for the extension of the village hall as well as for utilising a unit.  As for servicing both villages there was no reason why a building on Fairview site would not service both villages.  The possible financial savings aspects of not building the extension could outweigh any management fund fees and it was agreed to have a look at the units to see if they were appropriate for our needs.

Hall Extension – Planning Permission
Payment to Peter Waller for very special circumstances statement.

RESOLVED that payment to P Waller in the sum of £250 + VAT be approved.

Cutting down trees to prevent any problems with protected species habitat 
The clerk reported that advice had been given regarding the removal of any trees on the village hall extension site in order to prevent possible problems (and additional costs) with the planning application in respect of protected species.

RESOLVED that no action be taken at the present time to remove any trees or vegetation.

Hall Extension – Planning Permission

It was reported that the planning application had been submitted at the beginning of September.
55
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Schedule Of Accounts

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

Periodic Internal Audit

Members were informed that the monthly audit sheet was available for inspection and they were invited to attend the internal audit session on 9 Sept.
Budget vs Actual Update

This document was received for information.

Mobile Phone Usage

The clerk reported that increasingly she has to give her personal phone number out for parish council purposes and to use it to make calls. She requested that a contribution is made to her line rental.
Members did not feel there was any need to use a mobile phone for Parish Council business and suggested that the clerk should not give out her personal number.

56
STREET LIGHTING 
A schedule of all lights with recommended upgrades and other comments was circulated to Members. Recommendations were based on observations from PFL, the clerk and Cllrs Oram and Valentine. 
RESOLVED that
· the first tranche of replacement lights (15 iridiums and 5 mini iridiums) be approved; and
· approval be given to all necessary cutting back of vegetation round street lights.

57
TWO MINUTES SILENCE

It was reported for information that the committee of the local British Legion is organising this year’s 2 minutes silence at the village hall on 11th November. The Parish Council will purchase the maroons as usual.

58
THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

There was no interest in giving to support to the amendment to this act which gives more powers to Town and Parish Councils.
59
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLAN

There was no interest from any councillor wishing to attend the Sevenoaks District Council’s consultation workshop on Monday 14 Sept from 10 am to 12 noon.

60
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER
Cllr Stevenson wished that the lady who had been giving out leaflet information on the train service cuts should be commended in both the newsletter and on the website.
61
VILLAGE HALL FEES

Members received the figures for village hall income and expenditure for the past 5 years. There was brief discussion on the income and expenditure which showed a large subsidy and there was concern that the village hall committee might not agree a sufficient increase in rents to reduce this.
RESOLVED that the recommendations of the village hall committee for future hire charges be put before the Parish Council at its next meeting for approval.
62
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Speed Limit and Traffic Speed A225 
A member of the audience expressed concerns about the speeding traffic. It was agreed that Roger Gough should be asked at the next meeting what, if anything, is being done by Kent Highways.

The meeting ended at 9.40 pm.
Chairman

Date

