HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 1 October 2007 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, C Page, J Stevenson,



R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllr G Tripp, S Arnold, District Councillor R Gough, County Councillor 

Declarations of Interests: None
92
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record.

93
MATTERS ARISING

Parking on Station Road

Members were informed that interim response emails from Dartford BC councillors and officers who are investigating the problem with Sevenoaks officers had been received.

Walnut Tree on Allotment Plot

One quote for the removal of this tree was received. It was felt to be sufficiently reasonable to allow the matter to go ahead but at least one more quote was requested. 

Village Hall Proposed Extension
The clerk reported that SDC had been told that this Parish Council is waiting for the VAT outcome from them before taking any more action and the district council had  been chased up on two occasions since the last meeting.
94
POLICE MATTERS

The PCSO’s report was submitted in his absence. His hours on visible uniformed patrol (144 in September) were queried and it was agreed to get further details on this aspect. It was stated that in September his presence had been invisible as no one had seen him about South Darenth. It was also noted that he had been called away to Crockenhill and New Ash Green whilst at a meeting with Mr Burchmore, police liaison representative.
95
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The District Councillor reported on various matters of interest for information including a Southdowns residents association meeting on the subject of the bus service.

96
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2007 be received for information.
97
PLANNING

Issues Affecting Planning And Development Control

A letter from Gilian Macinnes, Head of Development Services was received by Members. It was decided that this Parish Council did not have the ability to deal with electronic plans effectively and that paper plans were still needed in order to be properly scrutinised at parish council meetings.
Applications 

SE/07/01323/FUL amended
Northfield Cottages, Lombard Street

Single storey rear extension, double storey side extension and replacement garage

No further comments were made following the amendments.

SE/07/02365/FUL

Tregea, Dartford Road

Partial first floor extension to provide bedroom

The Parish Council has no objections to this application.

SE/07/02668/FUL

Boyneswood, Mussenden Lane

Add dormer windows to approved application for new single storey bungalow

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. The provision of the dormer windows improves the appearance somewhat.
The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/06/00627/FUL

Fairhavens, Mussenden Lane

Retention of replacement building to be used as an amenity block and tack room/ feed store GRANTED

SE/07/02011/FUL

Winthorpe, Holmesdale Hill

Two storey rear extension GRANTED

98
FIREMAN’S RUN

A quote for the removal of the chainlink fence was received. Members considered that taking down the fence would resolve the problem of rubbish and weeds being trapped along this footpath making it unsightly and difficult to maintain.

RESOLVED that Leeraj newsagents be approached with a request to allow the Parish Council to take down the chainlink fence along their property.  
99
FLOODING - RISK ASSESSMENTS AND ACTION

1
Village Hall

Cllr Wilson’s document which contains a draft assessment on risk of flooding for village hall was accepted. It was agreed that Wellingtons, torches and rubber gloves be purchased for staff to use in times of flood at the village hall.
2
The Wider Community

Councillors considered the wider implications of flooding in the community but decided that the Parish Council does not have the resources to deal with matters which were best dealt with by other agencies. 
100
AUDIT – RISK ASSESSMENTS
An audit document carried out by Cllr Wilson was received. It was noted that some of the water fire extinguishers in the village hall were very heavy and smaller ones would be investigated.
101
PARISH OFFICE – NEW SOCKETS AND LIGHT SWITCH
No quotes were available for this work so the matter was deferred to a future meeting.
102
BURIAL GROUND

Members decided to take no action to provide a special area for planting shrubs in the burial ground at the present time.
103
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION VERSUS MULTI USE GAMES AREA 

This item was removed from the agenda under Standing Order 11 which requires a special resolution signed by at least 5 Members to reverse a decision taken in the last 6 months. The Chairman explained that by requesting Sevenoaks District Council to pursue the VAT aspect of the village hall extension contract, the Parish Council had in effect made the decision to use the section 106 money for the extension at the last meeting.

104
PAPER MILL DEVELOPMENT

Cllr Oram reported on concerns of residents following action taken by the developers to demolish part of the frontage wall to Horton Road last week. Safety issues were raised which had been passed on to SDC. There was also some confusion as it was thought that the wall was to be retained. SDC confirmed that the wall will be rebuilt in the original style in yellow bricks.
In view of the foregoing, it was agreed to be important for Fairview to meet either with the public or the parish council as soon as possible to be reassured of what is happening on site.

105
MAY 2008 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

As the first Monday in May 2008 is a bank holiday it was agreed to hold the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 13th May. 

106        SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

107
BUDGET UP-DATE

RESOLVED that the budget update, as submitted, be received.

The meeting ended at 8.55 pm.
Chairman

Date

