         HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 7 April 2008 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr P Bradley (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram, G Tripp, R Valentine and E Wilson

P McGarvey, District Councillor 
5 members of the public

In attendance: C Allart, Parish Clerk

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs C Page and J Stevenson, 
S Arnold, District Councillor, R Gough, County Councillor

PCSO Peter Hylands

Declarations of Interests: None
218
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

219
MATTERS ARISING

Horton Kirby School Play Area

Details were received of the meeting on 27 March with representatives of the school to agree action on the locking and unlocking of the gate. 

RESOLVED that the following amendment be put to the School governors for inclusion in the lease of the School play area:
The facilities to be available to the public from 4.30pm until 6.30pm on the weekdays when the school is in session and from 7.30am until 7.00pm at weekends and when the school is on Holiday during the months of April, May, June, July. August and September and the facilities to be available to the public from 4.30pm until 6.30pm on the weekdays when the school is in session and from 7.30am until 5.00pm at weekends and when the school is on Holiday during the months of October, November, December, January, February and March.

That the facilities are securely locked from 6.30pm every day when the facilities are being used by the school. The responsibility for opening and closing the gate will rest with the school when the school is in session and with the Parish Council at all other times.
Trees on Fairview Land North of Kingfisher Place

A letter from Fairview on this matter was received which stated that the trees would have to be removed because of their instability and the risk they would cause to the river diversion work. However, further works will be proposed to add to the amenity of the area in due course.
Dark Spot on Devon Road Corner with Holmesdale Road

It was noted that there was one light on the corner of Devon Road that is obscured by branches. It was agreed to get these branches removed. There is also another light not far away towards the post office. In addition there is a post which looks like it should have a lighting unit on it but has nothing on it. Enquiries would be made about this post.
220
POLICE MATTERS

No Police officers were able to attend but a written report was circulated. 
Request to have Phone Box at Entrance to Westminster Field Removed

A resident of Millen Court had raised this matter following incidents of vandalism and Cllr McGarvey had asked that the matter be placed on this agenda.  Members agreed that a phone box was still useful even in these times of many having mobile phones so would not support its removal at present.

 

221
REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillor McGarvey reported various items for information including the new nation wide bus pass scheme, and highways contact details regarding potholes, etc.
222
VILLAGE HALL AND RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEES

The Minutes of the last meetings were received for information.

223
PLANNING

The following decision notices were received for information:

SE/08/00031/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills Ltd

Details pursuant to condition 5 (surfacing) of SE/05/02000/FUL

GRANTED

SE/08/00032/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills Ltd

Details pursuant to condition 2 (materials for external surfacing) of SE/007/02177/FUL GRANTED

SE/08/00034/DETAIL

Horton Kirby Paper Mills Ltd

Details pursuant to condition 5 (soft landscaping) of SE/007/02177/FUL

GRANTED

SE/08/00035/DETAIL

Land North of Victory Terrace, Holmesdale Hill

Details pursuant to condition 2 (materials) of SE/07/02453

GRANTED

SE/08/00133/DETAIL

Land North of Victory Terrace, Holmesdale Hill

Details pursuant to condition 3 (wall and railing materials) of SE/07/02453

GRANTED

SE/08/00134/DETAIL

Land North of Victory Terrace, Holmesdale Hill

Details pursuant to condition 4 (tree protection) of SE/07/02453

GRANTED

SE/08/00135/DETAIL

Land North of Victory Terrace, Holmesdale Hill

Details pursuant to condition 10 (flood protection) of SE/07/02453

GRANTED

SE/08/00275/FUL

Grazing Plot 4, Horton Road

Use of land as a private gypsy site for a single family 

REFUSED

It was noted that the following Appeal would now be held by informal hearing rather than written representations:
Four Winds, Dartford Road

Alterations and extension to detached double garage and conversion into a separate dwelling without permission.

224
HORTON KIRBY PAPER MILL 

1 
Village Green

The Parish Council was asked to consider in principle whether it wished to accept the Mill Green from Fairview New Homes and to give its opinion on the style of new fencing. It was noted that the fencing had already been completed. The Parish Council would be very pleased to accept this land and maintenance requirements would be considered further at a future meeting.
2
Allocation of Housing Policy by WKHA

Members discussed the housing allocation policy and wished to inform WKHA that they would have expected local people to have a priority on the new dwellings.
3
Street Name
It was noted that the name for the one road in the development is to be Esparto Way which was one of two suggested names put forward by the Parish Council. Esparto is a type of grass used in the papermaking industry and Horton Kirby Paper Mill was responsible for the innovation of its use in the 1920s.
225
INSURANCE

Renewal of Policy

It was reported that with effect from 1 June 2008 when the policy with Allianz is renewed, the excess in respect of malicious damage and theft will be raised to £500 from £200.

Change of Insurance Company

Members considered whether to investigate changing to another company and agreed to look into this (1) with Norwich Union direct and (2) via a broker to see what other options are available.
226
BURIAL GROUND

Policy Response
It was reported that few people had responded to the letters sent regarding the removal of unauthorised structures on graves so there continued to be many edgings and shrubs that needed to be removed.

It was agreed that members would arrange a site meeting to consider the matter further.

Clearance of Dumped Branches and Untidy Area round Bench

RESOLVED that 

1. quotes for £60 received to clear a considerable amount of large conifer cuttings, £15 to clear up around the bench and £10 to cut down a dead elm be accepted; and
2. authorisation be given to have removed all items of unauthorised dumping as they occur.
Watering Cans
A request for watering cans to be provided had been received. However, galvanised watering cans get stolen and plastic ones do not last so it was agreed that burial ground users would have to provide their own.
227
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PARISH COUNCILS (NALC)

Members would look at the benefits of membership of this association to decide whether to join.

228
ACTION WITH COMMUNITIES IN RURAL KENT (ACRK)

Members would look at the benefits of membership of this association to decide whether to continue.
229
REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Shrubbery Road Play Area
An update was made on progress on this play area. The goal end was expected to be installed by the end of April or beginning of May and a site meeting would be held to decide the exact position. 
230
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

Various items were suggested to be put on the website including: 

1. the acceptance of the Paper Mill Green when this is officially handed over; 

2. the school play area opening times once this has been agreed with the school;

3. the proposals for cricket on Heathside once details have been agreed; 
4. the Parish Council’s policy for Horton Kirby burial ground; and

5. the request for suggestions for St George’s Day 2009 onwards.

These items would also be put into the next newsletter.
231
DIRECT DEBITS

The list of direct debits currently in force as follows was received and approved as required by financial regulations.

As at 31 March 2008 these are as follows:

Village Hall Rates

£282 PER MONTH from April to Jan each year

Village Hall Gas. Edf Energy
£50 PER MONTH from Nov 07

Village Hall Electricity Edf Energy
£75 PER MONTH from Aug 07

Parish Office Phone & Broadband. Tiscali
£19.99 PER MONTH plus cost of some calls – includes broadband connection plus unlimited landline calls

232
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Members were asked to note that, due to a bank holiday falling on the first Monday in May, the next meeting will be on Tuesday 13 May. This will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting which will start at 8pm. 

233         SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the schedule of accounts, as submitted, be approved and payments made accordingly.

234
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Action Group Funds

Cllr Mitchell asked what was happening regarding the Action Group funds. It was agreed that a decision should be made at the next meeting so that an item could be included in the June newsletter.

Council Tax

A member of the audience initiated a discussion about whether parish councils should make savings in their precepts in view of the minor effect this has on the council tax payments as a whole or whether they should raise further money to spend for the benefit of the community.

The meeting ended at 9pm
Chairman

Date

