MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 8 October 2009 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles and M Oram
            
Mr I Blackamore and Mr D Chambers
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs D Mitchell and C Page
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
19          MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 13 August be approved and signed as a correct record.

20
WESTMINSTER FIELD

Pavilion Access

Members apologised to Derek Chambers regarding access to the pavilion allowed to Sevenoaks District Council for a Summer play day without letting him know in advance.
It was accepted that under normal circumstances he would always be informed if outside bodies wanted to use the building but the Parish Council retained the right as landlords to enter the premises without contacting him first when necessary.
21
HEATHSIDE

Play Train, Carriage and 2 Picnic Tables

It was reported that these items would be installed on 22 October. Cllr Mitchell would meet the team on site and direct where to put them which will be on the northern boundary between the 2 sections of trim trail (train, carriage and one bench) and on the eastern boundary between the 2 sections of trim trail (one bench).
The Store

It was reported that there has been vandalism to the Store building. A considerable number of bricks had been removed from above the door and were lying on the ground. It was agreed that the bricks would be removed and an estimate for a temporary repair be considered at the next meeting.
Letter from South Darenth FC re Football on Heathside

A letter was received from South Darenth FC asking why Horton Kirby FC had been given first refusal if football was ever agreed at Heathside and expressing disappointment at such a decision.
The clerk was asked to reply that there was no football on Heathside at the moment as the Parish Council was still in discussion with Horton Kirby Cricket Club, that the decision to offer Heathside to Horton Kirby FC had been made 3 years previously and that Westminster Field is within walking distance of South Darenth.

Use by Cricket Club

Under Any Other Business, the clerk circulated a letter from HKCC for information.
Height Barrier
Under Any Other Business, the clerk reported that no response had yet been received from the Bowls Club regarding taking responsibility for the height barrier. 

Basketball Hoop and Backboard

Under Any Other Business, the clerk asked what were the latest thoughts on the basketball hoop. Derek Chambers said he would have a look to see if there was a suitable telegraph pole and report back to the committee at the next meeting.

22
TOP PADDOCK

Change of Use to Allotments

The committee received an email from the planning team giving pre-application advice on the possible use of the Top Paddock for allotments.
Four issues were raised:

Demand; Effect on Community of Loss of Existing Use; Effect on Dwellings; and Parking.
There is a waiting list of 5 new people plus existing holders with requests for extra plots if they come available.
There is no existing positive community use; only a dumping ground and dog toilet

There is neither noise nor smell from allotments but there could be a problem from bonfires so tenancy agreements would have to state no fires.
Based on usage of current allotments which has a max of 6 cars at any one time out of 25 plotholders, there would be minimal need for parking spaces if there were 6 – 8 half plots provided. In addition, it was felt that many would walk rather then drive.
Another issue considered was the public use of the field as a pedestrian cut through. Public consultation would be necessary to find out the reaction to blocking this off or if it would be necessary to provide a low fenced path round the edge.

RESOLVED that 

· those houses near the Top Paddock be leafleted with the idea of using the site for allotments in order to get an idea of public opinion on the issue; and
· the leaflet to include details of the cost of maintaining the Top Paddock as it is and asking views on the need for a footpath across the site from Coopers Close to East Hill.

23
PLAY AREAS

Annual Inspection 

Members received notice of the 2009 annual playground reports and considered a spreadsheet of items highlighted for action or monitoring.

RESOLVED that action as contained in Appendix A be taken.
Weekly Inspections

Weekly playground reports were received.

New Equipment at Shrubbery Road

Under Any Other Business, Members asked that an item be put on the next agenda to consider new equipment at Shrubbery Road so that budget provision could be made for 20010/11.
24
BURIAL GROUND

The clerk reported that the School had declined to take any action on removing the branches from the trees in its grounds that overhang the burial ground but had no objections to them being removed by the Parish Council.

25
KENT COUNTY PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION

Members were uncertain of the benefits of subscribing to this Association and would consider the matter again at the next meeting.
The meeting ended at 8.54 pm.



Chairman

Date

