MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 10 June 2010 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs P Bradley, R Eagles, M Oram, C Page and J Stevenson


Mr I Blackamore, Mr M Burroughs (SDFC) and Mr M Costen (HKCC) 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr D Mitchell and D Chambers
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllrs Eagles and Stevenson declared a personal interest in Minute 7.
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2010-11

RESOLVED that Cllr R Valentine be elected Chairman.
2          ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2010-11
RESOLVED that Cllr M Oram be elected Vice-Chairman.
3          MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 8 April be approved and signed as a correct record.

4
WESTMINSTER FIELD

Repairs to Bench 
These are in hand

5 Year Rental Period for Pavilion

The clerk reported for information and any action that the 5 year lease on the pavilion by Horton Kirby FC comes to an end in May 2011. Members of the committee reported that it has been working very well and that the building has been well looked after.
Mick Burroughs asked whether other clubs like South Darenth FC could be considered to take over the lease. It was agreed that if Horton Kirby FC pulls out then the committee would certainly advertise the position.
5
HEATHSIDE

Junior Football Pitches

There was lengthy discussion on the junior pitches to be provided, as already agreed, for under 11s on Heathside. Mick Burroughs asked for a pitch for his under 14s side which had no pitch for September which he said he thought he had included in his initial request for “junior” pitches which he considered to be under 16s. All members of the committee were sure that he had only asked for under 9s and younger which had been the basis for all discussions and decisions.

It was agreed that the decision to provide 3 pitches for under 11s would stand but Mr Burroughs asked that a request for a larger pitch for under 14s (by increasing the size of one of the 3 pitches agreed) be put on the agenda for consideration in August. This would be done.

The positions of the 3 pitches were agreed would run north/south and would necessitate the removal of the barrier although no other groundworks were considered to be needed. An application for grant to KCC would be made for this but if this was not successful, the request to the Parish Council to provide the funds for this would be made in July.

RESOLVED that 

1. the Parish Council be asked for up to £900 to remove the pitch barrier posts and rails (the exact amount to be dependent on the success of the bid for funds from KCC); and
2. the Parish Council be informed that the ROS committee expects to recoup the financial outlay within 2 years from September 2010 from pitch fees.

An amount for fees was not set as further information was needed on comparable prices in the locality and it was yet to be decided whether fees would be per match or per season.

Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Mac Costen reported that cricket pitch preparation would not be eligible for grant from the cricket board so all groundworks at Heathside would have to be in house. He hoped that the club would make a start in the Autumn 2010. It was agreed that a grant for these works could be included in any grant application for the junior soccer pitches.

6
TOP PADDOCK

Allotments

The clerk reported that planning permission was not needed for allotments as they do not constitute development under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. However, Peter Waller had been asked to confirm whether the status of the land as "An Important Area of Green Space" has any bearing on this. Cllr Eagles agreed to ask him to check this out.
 

7
LOWER PADDOCK

Cllr Eagles reported that some leylandii had been removed from the boundary of the Lower Paddock which had exposed the need for repairs to, or renewal of, the chain link fence in one corner. Ian Blackamore agreed to have a look and give a price for this work.

8
SHRUBBERY ROAD

Mr Blackamore asked whether he should be cutting the grass on the road side of the new fence as it was not being done at the moment. As this was the Parish Council’s responsibility, he was asked to include this in his cutting regime.
9
PLAY AREAS

Playground reports were received from Mr Blackamore who reported that there were no problems.
The question of new play equipment provision was raised and it was agreed that this would be put on the August agenda.

10
BURIAL GROUND

Exclusive Right of Burial

The clerk reported on recent training she had received which clarified several points in respect of the transfer of burial rights. The new requirements would increase the work associated with burials and it was agreed to make an administrative charge in future.

RESOLVED that 

1. An administrative charge of £25 be made per burial; and

2. The term for an exclusive right of burial be set at 60 years.

11
CO-OPTION ONTO COMMITTEE

Members agreed the co-option of a non-voting representative from Horton Kirby Cricket Club onto the committee and Mr Costen said he would go back to the club and ask them to elect someone to this post.
Cllr Stevenson asked the committee to consider the co-option of Mick Burroughs at the next meeting.
12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Outstanding Issues
Cllr Eagles asked for a list of those items that were not getting done because the clerk did not have the time.

The meeting ended at 8.52 pm.



Chairman

Date

