MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 25 October 2010 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr M Oram (Vice Chairman in the Chair)



Cllrs R Eagles and C Page


Mr I Blackamore, Mr M Burroughs and Mr D Chambers
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs P Bradley, D Mitchell, R Valentine. Mr M Costen
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
26          MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 August be approved and signed as a correct record.

27
WESTMINSTER FIELD

Gate Closing – Times and New Signs

The clerk reported that trains back to Swanley are at 6.59 and 7.59 pm hence the possible problems with gate closing at 7 pm. The committee did not feel it was fair to expect the employee to have to wait an hour for his train home though Keith Phillips himself had not requested any changes. For the earlier winter closing times, it was noted that there were 2 trains an hour.
The clerk asked for guidance on wording and locations of any new signs which had been discussed at the last meeting. It was agreed that the sign should read
Westminster Field

Car Park Locked

1 Apr – 31 Sep 6.45 pm
1 Oct – 31 Mar 5 pm

RESOLVED that 
· it be proposed that the gate locking time for the summer period from 1 April to 30 September be changed to 6.45pm;

· Mr Phillips be asked if this was suitable and, if not, he be asked to suggest an alternative;
· a new sign be made showing the new times; and

· the location of the sign be agreed once it is made.

.
Football litter and tape 

The clerk reported that she had received a complaint from a regular dog walker about persistent litter and tape on the far pitch. Derek Chambers reported that he asks teams players on the far pitch to clear up after themselves and sometimes walks over there to check. He said he was only aware of 3 complaints in 4 years.
It was agreed to keep this subject under review.

28      HEATHSIDE

Litter Collection

It was reported that Keith Phillips had started weekly duties on 15 October. He will be spending half an hour on litter picking each Friday and Monday.

Cricket Square – Water Costs 

Cllr Page was concerned about the potentially huge amount of water that would be needed to maintain the cricket square and asked how this will be charged for.

It was noted that Mac Costen had carried out a lot of preliminary work on the square but in his absence it was not possible to have any update on that nor input from the cricket club about watering. It was agreed that the ROS committee would have to decide how to charge and a suggestion was made that the club would have to accept any costs over and above the general amounts used in the village hall at the moment. 
It was suggested that a contract should be drawn up detailing all the issues and decisions made about the club’s use of Heathside and that this should be on the next agenda.

Sign at Entrance 

A member of the bowls club who is concerned about occasional casual parking just inside the entrance had suggested that a sign should be erected to prevent problems with vehicles being locked in. The committee decided that it was not causing the Parish Council any problems at the moment and did not agree to any signs being put up.

Repairs to Surface of Entrance Area

Ian Blackamore reported that he had noticed that the problem areas had been filled in.
Gate into Heathside

Several people had noticed that the second gate had been left unpadlocked in recent days which was a concern to the committee. It was decided to remove the padlock and put a new lock on the gate so that the field would not be left in a vulnerable state. The South Darenth football club was given a key to this new padlock and instructed to keep it locked at all times. At the same time Mick Burroughs was asked to return the key to the original padlock which he had been given when the club needed access for working on gaining access to The Store building.

The Store
It was reported that South Darenth Junior FC had managed to get in to The Store and had re-secured it. The club was asked to give a key to the clerk. There was discussion on the costs of this work and the future use of the building as storage by the football club and the cricket club.

RESOLVED that

· The costs of the works carried out by the South Darenth club be re-imbursed by the Parish Council;

· A peppercorn rent of £20 per annum be charged for the use of The Store for a term of 5 years; 

· Security and management of the building to be the responsibility of the clubs involved; and

· The matter be subject to further discussion if the Horton Kirby cricket club wish to be involved with the use of The Store.

Junior Football – Charges

The committee was informed that the Parish Council had agreed a figure of £20 per match. Clubs would be charged in 3 instalments over the season based on an estimate of the number of matches to be played and adjusted for the final payment.

It was suggested that a contract should be drawn up detailing all the issues and decisions made about the club’s use of Heathside and that this should be on the next agenda.

Floodlights

RESOLVED that the disused floodlights be removed but the pole be left in situ.

Dog Fouling

This was discussed as a result of an email from Robert Smith of the South Darenth under 10s football team complaining about the considerable amounts of dogs mess that has to be cleared. It was suggested that the football club should get more feedback from parents and players with recommendations so that the matter can be properly considered at the next meeting.

29     100 YEAR WOOD

General Cutting Back of Trees Along the Rides
It was reported that this work would need to be carried out as a “one off” in June 2011 and that £70 should be allocated in next year’s budget for the work.
30 TOP PADDOCK

Allotments

There was discussion on how to deal with all the issues raised by the planning department especially the main issue of parking in view of the fact that it was unlikely that permission would be forthcoming for vehicular access by plot holders through the garages area in Coopers Close. It was agreed that restrictions should be imposed so that those with allotments did not need to drive there and that other possible problems such as smells could be addressed.

It was recommended that this could be done by

· Providing a lockable store for plotholders to keep tools in so that they do not have to drive;

· Promoting the use of SDC garden sacks for removal of any waste that plot holders do not wish to compost so that they do not have bonfires and do not need to use vehicles to cart away;

· Promoting normal composting of vegetable matter which does not smell;

· Stipulate no manure heaps on site so that there will be no smells (pelletted manures to be used instead);

· Considering encouraging the formation of a committee of allotment holders to monitor these things.

31 LOWER PADDOCK

West Entrance Area Clearance

The committee received information that the South Darenth Village Society members would not be continuing with work in this area. A one off clearance of the area would be £70 and an extra £5 per cut on the normal grass cutting cost for the Lower Paddock would be needed to be budgeted for in 2011/12.

The committee were also aware of a fallen tree in the area which needed to be cleared as a matter of urgency and this was in hand.

Fencing

Cllr Eagles asked that the matter of fencing repairs / renewal be put on the next agenda.

32
PLAY AREAS

Playground reports were received and outstanding issues from the annual reports were discussed. It was agreed that all repairs be done until such time as the annual report states that an item of equipment has come to the end of its life.

RESOLVED that all items stated as needing attention in the reports be carried out as soon as possible.
School Play Area New Litter Bin 

Ian Blackamore was asked to investigate whether the bin needs replacing and if it does to cost a replacement.
33
BURIAL GROUND

Rubbish

The clerk reported that the new sign asking that all rubbish is taken away is being flouted; dead flowers and cellophane, etc are being piled up around it. Ian Blackamore also reported that there is also a lot of rubbish in other places such as behind the seat and around the edges. He was asked to cost the provision of a bin and weekly emptying charges for the next meeting.
34 
HEDGES AND VERGES

To report that this aspect was added to the terms of reference of this committee in February 2009.

Hedge Opposite the Village Hall

It was reported that the Parish Council agreed that this hedge should be cut down to 2 metres high rather than 1 metre. Ian Blackamore said that the cost of the initial cut would be £495 and £120 per cut to maintain at that height.
35
FREE TREES

The committee decided to apply for 25 small and medium trees 20 in Heathside and 5 in the Lower Paddock. 
36
BUDGET 2011/12

Keep Fit Equipment for Adults and Play Equipment for Children in Westminster Field

It was felt that there should be some equipment in Westminster Field and this should be investigated together with any possibilities of grants. Cllr Eagles offered to look in to this.
Top Paddock Allotments
It was noted that there would be considerable expenditure if the Top Paddock is turned into allotments and provision would have to be made in the budget.
37
DECEMBER MEETING

It was agreed that the December meeting would be on Monday 13 December

38
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Walkabouts

The clerk suggested that walkabouts by committee members should be reconsidered. 
The meeting ended at 9.21 pm.



Chairman

Date

