Draft
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Wednesday 12 March 2008 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs P Bradley, R Eagles, D Mitchell, M Oram and C Page


Mr I Blackamore and Mr D Chambers
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

Cllr G Tripp attended for the item on the Horton Kirby Cricket Club

Mac Costen and Alastair Scott of Horton Kirby Cricket Club attended the meeting
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr J Stevenson
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr M Oram declared a personal interest in Minute 47
46
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 14 February 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record.

47
HORTON KIRBY CRICKET CLUB 

The representatives of the Cricket Club were asked to give the committee details of their ideas for developing cricket in the community. Members were generally supportive of encouraging children to use the field and seeing it used for more than just dog walkers.
Details of the club’s ideas for using part of Heathside were discussed and are attached as Appendix A to these Minutes.

RESOLVED that this committee is in favour of having cricket on Heathside, in principle, subject to suitable arrangements being agreed.

48
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MINUTES
Public Toilets

It was reported that the suppliers of the cubicle doors had a standard detail of a 25 – 35 mm overhang so Derek Chambers had affixed wood to the walls as discussed at a previous meeting and reported that it looked fine. Two of the three ceilings had been painted; he was waiting to get a key to the disable toilet to do that one. Keith Philips had agreed to do the cleaning, a storage cupboard had been installed and just needed to be stocked which Derek Chambers agreed to do.

Motor Vehicles in Field – Court Lodge Farm Shepherd

A letter addressed to Peter Bradley from Sarah Ward was shown to the committee. This refuted the fact that the shepherd drove over the pitch and also asserted that the farm had access rights. Mrs Ward also asked that the matter be resolved in a spirit of good neighbourliness.

RESOLVED that 
· a letter be sent agreeing that the Parish Council also wished the matter be resolved in a spirit of good neighbourliness but also enclosing copies of the photos showing the tracks over the pitch and informing Mrs Ward that an eye witness saw this happen; and
· permission be given to Mrs Ward to put in a lockable barrier at the far end of the car park at her own expense on the understanding that this barrier is locked shut at all times other than when vehicles are being driven through it.

Lower Paddock

Cllr Valentine reported that the chairman of the South Darenth Village Society wished to maintain the area fronting Holmesdale Road. This was agreed and the Parish Council’s contractor, Ian Blackamore noted that he would not need to cut this area in the future.

Elm Trees

It was agreed that all elm trees should be cut down to ground level and all re-growth to be removed as and when it appears. An identical number of replacement trees of a more suitable species would be planted in November. Ian Blackamore said he would make a note of how many trees were involved.
Avenue House Fence

The clerk reported that the problem with the fence was more of a problem to the owner of Avenue House as it allowed free access into his garden from the open space. It was agreed that this matter would be kept an eye on for the time being.

Horton Kirby School Play Area

A great deal of discussion was held on this matter which had been discussed at the parish council meeting on 3 March. The clerk informed members that Ben Dawes had been given instructions by the chairman of school governors to unlock the gate at 4pm and lock it at 6 pm on school days. This meant that the gate was still locked over the weekends which denied the public the use of it on Saturdays and Sundays. It was agreed that the meeting with the school governors to resolve this matter should be held as soon as possible.

49
TOP PADDOCK

It was agreed that the proposed works to the eastern end of the Top Paddock were urgent and that further estimates for the fencing and the clearance works be obtained as soon as possible.
50
SHRUBBERY ROAD

Swings

The problem with the top bar (which now moved on both sides, not just one) was that the bolts had worn the original circular hole into an oval hole. Ian Blackamore had tried to undo the bolt without success (but would have another go after a spray of WD40).

Verbal and written communications with Playdale on the subject of the refurbishment of the swings were reported to the committee which showed that responses that were given on the phone were different when confirmed in writing. 
The clerk reported that if the top bar needed replacing, Playdale would have to source the bar from the original manufacturers if available (at extra cost). Paperwork on file showed that the swings were made by a company called Record which is still in existence but from photos shown to them by Playdale, Record did not think the swings were theirs. 
Ian Blackamore was sure there was a plate on the swings and Derek Chambers offered to have a look at the bar. He, Cllr Valentine and Mr Blackamore agreed to have a look at the equipment on 13 March. 

51
WESTMINSTER FIELD PUBLIC TOILETS 

The clerk informed Members that the cleaner Keith Phillips would be on holiday from 11 – 14 April incl. In his absence the toilets would be locked and unlocked at the same times as the field gate however a cleaner was not available.

Committee members did not want the toilets to remain locked and Derek Chambers agreed to check them on the Saturday and Sunday, 12th and 13th and clean if necessary. Christine Page also agreed to ask someone whom she thought might take over the cleaning for this period.
The meeting ended at 9.01 pm.



Chairman

Date

