MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 11 June 2009 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs P Bradley, R Eagles, D Mitchell, C Page and J Stevenson

            Mr I Blackamore and Mr D Chambers
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

PCSOs A Hearn and R Rowbottom
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr M Oram
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2009-10 
RESOLVED that Cllr R Valentine be elected Chairman for 2009/10

2          ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2009-10

RESOLVED that Cllr M Oram be elected Vice-Chairman for 2009/10

3          MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 9 April be approved and signed as a correct record.

4
WESTMINSTER FIELD

River Bank

It was reported that the steps into the river from the picnic area have begun to wear and need repair. The North West Kent Countryside Project has been asked to look to see if they can assist in the repair and their comments are awaited. One hole in particular is dangerous and Derek Chambers agreed to fill it with stones as a temporary repair.
Pavilion

Derek Chambers reported that there is wood rot at the bottom of the pitch side entrance doors to the football pavilion. Mr Chambers agreed to do a repair. The external loft doors are also starting to deteriorate and will need attention in the next year. Mr Chambers agreed to get a price for the next meeting.
5
HEATHSIDE

The Stand As Art Wall
PCSO Alan Hearn asked the committee to consider allowing the Stand to be advertised to the local youth as an Art Wall. He and the other local Police officers thought this may well stop the youths from tagging around the village. There was also the possibility that a local artist could come along on a regular basis to teach the young people. The PCSOs would arrange an advertising flyer to be given out.
All members agreed that this was a good idea that was worth a try subject to some rules being laid down at the outset. The young people would have to be aware that the wall would be painted over on a regular basis and this would be done every 3 months as well as at the request of any group using the field for a large event such as the Lions Fete. Obscene items would have to be painted out immediately.
RESOLVED that the Stand be used as an Art Wall for a trial 3 month period starting on 20 July.

PCSOs Hearn and Rowbottom left the meeting after the above item.

New Play Equipment 

Members were informed that £2000 had been allocated from the Action Group funds for play equipment on Heathside.
RESOLVED that this money be accepted with thanks.

Cllr Mitchell showed some items that she had put forward with her application to the Action Group which included a train (engine and carriage) and 2 picnic tables with gameboards which would come to approximately £2000 installed. A plaque on the train stating where the money had come from would also be included
RESOLVED that the above items be purchased for Heathside. 
Use by Cricket Club

A note and plan from HKCC was circulated. There was great concern that the ideas put forward were going much further than had originally been discussed and that another meeting with the cricket club was needed. Members of the village hall committee would also be invited to attend.
RESOLVED that a meeting with the Cricket Club be arranged.
6
PLAY AREAS

Playground Reports

Playground reports were received. All in order except that safety surface in Saxon Place needs a weed killing treatment. Ian Blackamore was asked to do this.
Shrubbery Road

Swings – Shackles and Seat

RESOLVED that a quote for the supply and fit of brass bushes on 2 swings, complete with new shackles (vandal resistant) and  the supply and fit of a new rubber seat to 1 swing in the sum of £84 + Vat for materials and £60 + Vat for labour be agreed.

7
BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground – Compensation

It was reported that the offer had been accepted with thanks.

Burial Fees

It was agreed to find out charges for the interment of ashes in other burial grounds before making a decision on this matter. 

Water Pipe

Julia Stevenson reported on her visit to Sarah Ward whom she said was not opposed to replacing the pipe but was worried about the rust if it was disturbed. The clerk was asked to look out the legal documents for the burial ground to see if the Parish Council could go ahead and just do the work. If so the clerk was asked to get an estimate for doing the work.
New Burial Ground

The clerk reported that she was still waiting for a reply to her letter asking for more details from Sarah Ward regarding her offer of the farmland between the hopfield and the environmental study centre for a burial ground and allotments. Cllr Stevenson offered to visit Mrs Ward again for an answer.
Additions to Policy – Instructions to Funeral Directors

There was considerable discussion on how to deal with the removal of all floral tributes from the burial ground once the flowers have died now that there is no place to leave them. 

RESOLVED that the following be added to the Policy document and funeral directors made aware of it:

“A £50 charge in advance of the funeral will be made to cover the cost of removing floral and other tributes from the burial ground. If all tributes are removed from the ground by the family the £50 will be returned.”
Acceptable Headstones / Memorials

There was discussion on whether the policy should include details of acceptable memorials. It was agreed that any applications for headstones for any size and design other than a standard headstone (height 4 ft, width 2 ft 6 in) would be considered by the committee.
Update on Policy Enforcement

The clerk reported on the lack of progress being made in this respect. Some letters regarding oversize plots had been sent out and not responded to and she asked the committee to decide on any action. One letter, attached to the headstone because the address of next of kin no longer applied, had been screwed up and thrown in the grass cutter’s garden. The installation of unauthorised oversize kerbs was being pursued with the stonemason concerned.
RESOLVED that

· the clerk should take no further action in writing to pre-policy (pre-2006) next of kin even those with dangerous structures;

· all post-policy (post-2006) infringements should be pursued but any necessary fees be waived;
· Ian Blackamore should look at all pre-2006 dangerous graves, supply estimates for rectifying and the Parish Council be asked to release the money to have this work carried out; and

· all letters sent out asking for compliance with the policy include as much explanation of the reasons for the request as possible.

Dumping of dead flowers on seeded area

It was reported that the previous dumping area has been seeded and fenced but that a few flowers were still being placed on top despite notices. The situation would be monitored.
Bereavement Charter

This lengthy document had been sent by email to all members but no one had really had time to read it. The clerk was asked to run off a hard copy and circulate it.
Cutting Back Trees

Cllr Page reported that action should be taken to cut back trees at the edge of the burial ground. Ian Blackamore was asked to look at those belonging to the Parish Council and give a price for cutting them back.
Land Between Blocks of Graves for Additional Burials

Cllr Page had noticed a strip of land which could be used for burials. It was decided to think about this when the rest of the land had been used.

8
CHURCH BURIAL GROUND HEDGE

It was reported that St Mary’s would prefer to make its own arrangements regarding the reduction of the hedge which would be done after the nesting season.
The meeting ended at 9.43 pm.



Chairman

Date

