MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 9 June 2011 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs I Blackamore, P Bradley, M Oram & C Page


Mr M Burroughs and Mr D Chambers 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

Mr & Mrs Lake, Mr & Mrs Saunders, Millen Court Residents Association
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs R House & D Mitchell and Mr M Costen
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
1 CHAIRMAN 2011/12

RESOLVED that Cllr R Valentine be elected Chairman.
2
VICE CHAIRMAN 2011/12

RESOLVED that Cllr M Oram be elected Vice-Chairman.
3          MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 11 April be approved and signed as a correct record.

4
WESTMINSTER FIELD

Request for further car parking

A letter from the Millen Court Residents Association requesting an area of reinforced webbing for extra parking was considered. The extra parking was needed they said to alleviate the problems being experienced in the entrance roadway and nearby verges.
Mr Saunders and Mrs Lake explained the problems that residents were experiencing including damage to bollards and block paving from vehicles reversing out of the field once they find the car park is full and dangers from parking on the corners as well as ripping up the grass.

The area suggested for the webbing was at the southern end of the existing car park stretching to the farmer’s field.
Councillors explained that the area was Green Belt which meant generally that development was not allowed. However, Mr Saunders pointed out that the car park had been extended at Lullingstone Visitor Centre, also in the Green Belt.

The committee agreed to get informal advice from the planning department on the possibility of planning permission for this idea.

Kicking of Footballs against the Pavilion

Members received a report from a resident of Millen Court who had seen frequent 

kicking of footballs against the Pavilion and had suggested CCTV. Regrettably, members felt that there was nothing that could be done to stop this happening.
The resident also mentioned the “really bad amount of graffiti that happens to the building” which surprised members as there had been no graffiti on the building of late.
5
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

It was reported that the public conveniences had been opened for some time.
6
HEATHSIDE

The Store – Two Recent Break Ins
The clerk reported that the Store had been broken into twice recently.  The door was re-secured after the first break in but is currently not locked and the building has been emptied.  The committee was asked to decide what to do about making the building secure or whether it is worth it, considering the building’s vulnerability because of its location. 
Mick Burroughs said that he felt that the football club had originally secured the door very well with 2 strong locks and the replacement padlock and hasp had been substantial so was very surprised that access had been gained so easily. It was decided that the thieves must have gone prepared with a petrol angle grinder so nothing could stop them although no break ins had been successful all the while the door had been welded closed. There was a suggestion that the building be demolished but it is an historic structure as it had been a wartime ammunition store.

The chairman reported that it was still possible to bolt the door of the Store from the outside and the committee instructed that this be remedied immediately.

RESOLVED that the door be welded shut again.
South Darenth FC – Request for Larger Pitch

Mick Burroughs of South Darenth FC read a recent FA ruling which stipulated the following size of pitches:

U10s & 11s 
 70yds x 40 yds

U9s 

 60yds x 40 yds

U7s & 8s 
 30yds x 20 yds

He asked for 2 pitches, 1 for the U11s and one for the U9s in the above sizes. Although the committee was concerned that Mr Burroughs’ requests changed each meeting, the above request was in line with the committee’s original decision for Heathside to be used for U11s and younger on up to 3 pitches. Additionally, as Derek Chambers stated that he currently had no need of the junior pitch allocated to Horton Kirby FC, the committee was able to accede to this request for the 2011/12 season.

RESOLVED that a contract as attached be agreed between both parties and signed accordingly.

Request from Kent Football United FC

A request from this community based football club providing current football for around 100 members both boys & girls in the area which is looking for a base for both its youth sides and also its senior men’s team was considered.

RESOLVED that the club be informed that there is no room on Heathside for the club’s needs at the current time.
 
Damage to Bench Table 

It was reported that one of the 2 bench tables had been damaged last month and Cllr Blackamore considered that it was too flimsy to be repaired. Members considered replacing it with a similar adult sized table made in recycled plastic which should prove much more robust in this location.
RESOLVED that the bench be replaced with a recycled plastic bench subject to it fitting the existing concrete base.

Cricket Club Contract

It was noted that this item was not on the agenda but that it should be for the next meeting and that the club be asked to ensure that a representative attended the next meeting so that the contract could be agreed.

7
100 YEAR WOOD

Cllr  Bradley told the committee of his concerns that the wood is becoming scrubland rather than a wood because of the lack of maintenance. He agreed to get some expert advice on the matter and report back.

8
PLAY AREAS

Playground reports were received.
Shrubbery Road
It was reported that because of soil erosion, the matting had become quite high. Ian Blackamore was asked to solve the problem and re-fix the matting securely.

9
BURIAL GROUND

Leaving Floral Waste

Cllr Blackamore reported that someone had been seen leaving items of waste by the “No Dumping” sign and committee members discussed how to approach the subject. The person concerned was known to believe that it was the Parish Council’s job to clear away waste and not hers to take it home. It was agreed to write to the person explaining why the Parish council considered it necessary to ask individuals to comply and help keep the ground tidy for all visitors.

10
FUTURE MEETINGS

Members were asked to note that future meetings will be held on the Thursday following the first Monday and that the next meeting will therefore be on 4 August.

The meeting ended at 9.31 pm.



Chairman

Date

