DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 9 October 2008 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs P Bradley, R Eagles and C Page


Mr I Blackamore and Mr D Chambers
IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs D Mitchell and M Oram
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Eagles declared and personal interest in Minute 23 concerning the sycamore trees in the Lower Paddock.
19
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 25 August be approved and signed as a correct record.

20
WESTMINSTER FIELD

Public Conveniences

Members discussed the provision of hand washing / drying facilities and the cleaning of the toilets. 

As regards the smell that was reported last meeting, all who had visited the toilets since agreed that the toilets were being cleaned adequately and that any smell arose either from the chemical products, that was not unpleasant, or from the mop heads which the cleaner had no facilities to wash. New mop heads had been delivered so it was suggested that the used ones should be thrown away once they got too dirty. It was also suggested that once the stock of cotton mop heads was exhausted, disposable impregnated J-type cloths be tried.

A price for the all in one soap, water and dryer unit was received. At some £1200 each just for supply, it was decided that this was much too expensive. Soap bars were now being supplied but hand dryers were not considered essential.
21
HEATHSIDE

Use as Venue for Weekend Rally and Music Event in 2009

As Cllr Stevenson was not present a suggestion from her was not discussed as no details were available.
Signs for Trim Trail

Members had seen emails from the insurance company and the broker which gave some general advice and stressed that risk assessments and general checks and maintenance have to be done.

There was discussion on the signs that were needed in all play areas and it was felt that as long as there was information on how to contact the Parish Council in the event of any problem, this was sufficient in terms of signage. The clerk repeated what had been mentioned at a previous meeting, that the signs that we already had were standard ones taken from the Sevenoaks District Council’s playground guidance manual. 
RESOLVED that a sign using the standard wording be erected in Heathside near the trim trail.

Byelaws

The clerk reported that new regulations were coming out which intend to simplify the making of byelaws but which will require local authorities to explain the extent of the problem and the reasons why byelaws are the best way to address them. The consultation document is available in the office and on the Government’s Communities website.
She suggested that it might be worth reviewing which of the existing byelaws we have ever had need of, or problems with, so that this process can be followed and the restrictions kept to a minimum in order to keep things as clear as possible for the public.

It was agreed to look at the existing byelaws and consider them one by one to agree next meeting which ones were needed for Heathside.
Basketball Hoop

There was discussion on what to do with the hoop and backboard as there were no existing poles in Heathside which would support them adequately. There was agreement that they should not go on the Stand either inside the garden area or outside. It was suggested that either a wooden frame could be made up or a purpose built one bought from a play manufacturer and costs would be investigated for a decision to be made at a future meeting.
The Stand

Information was received from Keith Phillips that he had had to remove a pallet recently that had been used to make a fire in the Stand.

22
TOP PADDOCK

Top Paddock – Eastern End Fencing and Steps

It was reported that works had been carried out (presumably under the orders of West Kent Housing) which had removed much of the cover previously afforded by boundary trees leaving large gaps. This made the previous decision to build wooden steps not feasible without additional works. However, members noted how much rubbish was being dumped on a regular basis in the Top Paddock and considered that an opening into the field from the garages would allow this to continue and be an ongoing problem. 
RESOLVED that a green palisade 1.8 m high fence be erected along the entire length of the east boundary of the Top Paddock in the sum of £2775 + VAT

Informative. The budget allowance for this item would be checked and, if insufficient funds were available the Parish Council would be requested to fund the difference from contingency or reserves.
Elms

RESOLVED that the unwanted elm trees from the east end, tree growth from the north side and 1 large dead elm from the west end be removed to a licensed waste transfer station for the sum of £180 + VAT.

23
LOWER PADDOCK

Trees

Steve Horrocks of Paddock Cottage raised concerns about the large trees near his boundary which he considered were getting too tall and could be a danger. Mr Horrocks had indicated he would attend the meeting to explain but did not arrive. Members could not therefore come to any decision of this matter though they did comment that the trees seemed healthy. However, they did ask the clerk to contact tree experts for their opinions.
Bench

The clerk reported that Mr Horrocks was also opposed to a bench on the cleared area by the river. She reminded members that South Darenth Village Society had been going to install a seat and was given money to purchase it but it had never been installed. Members agreed that a bench would be useful here and would ask the South Darenth Village Society if it was going to put it in.
Sycamores

Following discussion at the last meeting, Ian Blackamore reported costs for taking out the middle sycamore and removing lower branches of the sycamores at the east boundary.

RESOLVED that 
1. the middle sycamore be removed to a licensed waste transfer station and the stump treated to prevent regrowth for the sum of £60 + VAT; and
2. the lower branches of the remaining 2 sycamores be removed to a licensed waste transfer station for the sum of £55 + VAT.

Elms

RESOLVED that 
1. elms from the boundary of the main field area be cleared and stacked in the west corner for the sum of £50 + VAT; and
2. elms from the west entrance area be cleared and stacked in a corner for the sum of £45 + VAT.

24
SHRUBBERY ROAD

The clerk reported that the new light is on all night and if the light is to be on evenings and mornings only, a time switch is needed that costs £110. Committee members discussed the question of whether there was a problem with the new light shining into nearby houses (they did not think there was a problem, indeed many locals appreciated being able to see what was going on in the play area) but did not consider whether the light should be changed from all night to part night lighting.

25
PLAY AREAS

The playground reports were received. It was noted that the only 2 items needing completion were the holes in the safety surface and the filling of the bolt holes in the metal equipment both at Saxon Place.
26
DOG BINS

There was brief discussion on where new and replacement dog bins were needed as well as problems concerning fouling and those who exercise a great many dogs as part of a business. It was agreed to replace all badly damaged bins and order new posts as necessary.
27
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Getting Active
Cllr Eagles brought leaflets for sports cages and mobile skate parks from a health seminar she had attended. She felt that there was a big push to get children more active and that if there was money available the Parish Council should give some consideration to these items.

Burial Ground
Ian Blackamore asked whether the grass cutting in the burial ground could be transferred to the scope of this committee as it would be helpful for him to be able to add his imput to discussions. Committee members thought it would be better to transfer the whole of the running of the burial ground rather than just the grass cutting and asked that the matter be put to the Parish Council at this next meeting.

Heathside Grass Cutting 

Cllr Valentine had received a complaint about cans being cut up by the grass cutting equipment which was leaving sharp edges. Litter is picked up weekly but we do not have a regular day for grass cutting so this is unlikely to coincide. The clerk was asked to mention this to KCC contractors to see if this could be avoided.

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.



Chairman

Date

