MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held on Monday 5 November 2007 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 9.45 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Valentine (Chairman)



Cllrs R Eagles, D Mitchell, C Page and J Stevenson



IN ATTENDANCE: 
C Allart, Parish Clerk

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs P Bradley and M Oram
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

29
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 11 October be approved and signed as a correct record.

30
MATTERS ARISING

Public toilets Westminster Field

The clerk reported in full on the various problems with the public toilets.
The toilets are still locked at the moment.
1
Winter Cleaning.

The quote from Sevenoaks Direct Services for the cost of weekend only cleaning was reported and at £44.12 plus VAT for Saturday and Sunday was considered too high.
It was also discussed whether a Monday clean was also needed.
RESOLVED that this quote be not accepted and enquiries be made to see if a local person could take on the job.

NB It was stated that if a local person was hired and they were unable to clean at short notice, the toilets would be closed.
2
Locks

It was reported that the locksmith noticed that the time- operated locks had been damaged beyond repair. He said it looked as if someone had hit it very hard with a hammer which must have happened when the cubicle doors had been stolen.
The locks could be repaired at a cost of approx £270 but would be prone to the same thing happening as the locksmith said this type of lock is not a high security lock. He suggested that the locked bolt that is on the doors at the moment is as good a solution as anything. 

RESOLVED that the time locks be done away with and the toilets be kept locked with the padlocked bolt. These would need to be locked and unlocked manually.
3
Repairs / Replacement of Damaged / Stolen Items

A quote for supply of new cubicle doors and toilet roll holders had been received at a cost of £1532.03 plus cost of installation. 
RESOLVED that 
the new cubicle doors be ordered; and

a plastic-type nappy change unit rather than stainless steel be ordered.

4
Signs

The signs for the doors stating that the toilets will be open on weekends only during the winter months were still awaited. It was agreed that the order for the signs should be stopped, if possible. 

5
Insurance

The clerk reported that she had recently sent off the claim form.
6
Opening Times

RESOLVED that, in view of the expense incurred as a result of misuse of the toilets, the question of opening times be once again debated by the Parish Council.
Suspension Of Standing Order 11 In Connection With The Following Item

RESOLVED - that Standing Order 11 be suspended during consideration of the item that follows on the subject of the Heathside Entrance Sign
Heathside Entrance Sign

Members discussed the idea of using anti-graffiti film on the front of this sign at a cost of £50 plus cost of postage.
RESOLVED that the Heathside sign be covered in an anti graffiti film instead of using acrylic sheeting.
The meeting ended at 10.10 pm.



Chairman

Date

