MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 9 March 2010 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Christine Page, Gill Tripp and Robert Valentine 



Mike Crook, John Glozier, Celia Reynolds
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Allart, Parish Clerk, Jeanne Adams Caretaker

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Dawn Mitchell, Peter Flewin,
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
Jeanne Adams New Caretaker/Cleaner who started work on Monday 8 March 2010 was introduced.
42
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 14 January be approved and signed as a correct record.

43
MATTERS ARISING

i
Riverside Pre-School Works to Garden Area

Mrs Reynolds gave an update on the works in progress. She explained that there had been delays because of very bad workmanship but the current crew on site were doing a good job and the first phase should soon be finished. She was still waiting to hear from Sevenoaks Council about planning permission for the shelter and roll out awning.

She asked permission to erect a natural, wicker type fence at the far end and 2 educational boards that had been provided as compensation for the problems. She also had plans for removing the ivy from the wooden fencing to improve the look and painting the wooden fence although exact details of paint colours were not known so this aspect would be agreed at a later date.
Mrs Reynolds also showed the committee her new sign which would be put up on the outside of the hall.

RESOLVED that permission be given 

(1) to erect wicker type fence and 2 educational boards at the far end of the area behind the Stand and 
(2) to remove the ivy from the fence provided this did not adversely affect the stability of the fence.

ii
Village Hall Extension

It was reported for information that the Parish Council has now agreed to go ahead with the extension subject to some internal alterations (yet to be agreed) to allow junior changing facilities. However, no progress will be made on the project until the final payment of the money from Fairview New Homes has been received. 

Informative: The Parish Council decision in Minute 124 (1/10) does not restrict internal alterations to junior changing facilities.

The clerk mentioned that setting up a community trust group to run the extension had been suggested. A response from the ACRK (rural communities and village halls organisation) stated that a charitable trust would mean that the Parish Council would lose complete control over the extension and that if a group was needed to run the hall, it would not need to be a charitable trust. Cllr Valentine thought that the idea of the group had just been to promote the use of the extension and generate income for it. It was obvious that further thought and input was needed for this but some members of the committee were against separating the hall and the extension for management purposes as this would make it very difficult to allow both parts to be used together for one booking.

iii
Caretaker Resignation

It was reported that Mr Powling had declined the invitation to discuss the issues and his resignation remained. Any matters of procedures that need addressing are to be discussed by the Parish Council.

iv
 Advert in the Town and Country Post

Members discussed the wording of the advert and agreed as below:
VILLAGE HALL

South Darenth DA4 9AX
Ideal Venue for that Special Event.  Seats 120 
Rural location  Easy Parking. 
Near M25 & Dartford & Farningham
Call 01322 865193 Mon-Fri am 

www.hortonkirbyandsouthdarenth.co.uk

v
Loft Insulation

It was reported that quotes had been received and the work should go ahead by the end of March. A grant from the County Councillor’s fund has been offered for this work. Money had also been given from the fund for the water boiler so this would also be going ahead this month.
44
HALL BOOKINGS

Invitation to Forties Dance
Village hall committee members were asked to let the clerk know if they wished to accept an invitation to attend a dance on 5 June as guests of the promoters who hoped to make our hall a regular venue for their period dances.

Request for Refund of Deposit

A Wedding booked for 4 Sept has been cancelled because of a split up and the hirer had asked whether a refund of the booking deposit was possible.

RESOLVED that the deposit would be refunded if a replacement hire of the hall was secured. 

45
BOTTLE BANKS

A request from SDC to relocate the bottle banks was considered. The present location was not suitable because the new vehicle to be used for emptying will need to extend its stabilising legs differently and the crew believed that the current site will be too narrow.
The far side of the hall was not thought to be suitable without hard standing which SDC was not able to fund. A suggestion was made of bringing the bottle banks out to the front so that they were still along the fence but away from the building and it was agreed that the SDC officer be invited out to assess this idea.
 
46
NEW YEAR’S EVE

The draw for New Year’s Eve 2010 was won by Debby Lines of the Monday Club.
Members discussed whether the draw should give preference to local people. There were applications from 2 non-locals in the draw and the draw was made fairly with all 3 applicants in it but for future years it was agreed that preference should be given to locals and this should be clearly stated in all publicity.
47
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNCIL EASTER ACTIVITY DAY

The clerk reported that an activity day organised and funded by Sevenoaks District Council would take place in the hall on Friday 9 April. The cost of the hall would be met by the Parish Council. In view of the benefit to local children, the committee agreed to allow use of the hall free of charge for this and future similar non commercial events that are open to all.
48
NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the date for the May meeting would be Tuesday 18 May.

49
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

New Caretaker Contact Details
John Glozier suggested that frequent users should be given Mrs Adams’ contact details.

The meeting ended at 8.26 pm.

Chairman

Date
