MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 22 November 2010 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Gill Tripp and Robert Valentine 



John Glozier 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Allart, Parish Clerk, Lorna Robertson, Caretaker

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Dawn Mitchell and Christine Page, Peter Flewin (Local History Society), Mark Worf (Youth Club) and George Piller.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
31
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 23 September 2010 be approved and signed as a correct record.

32
MATTERS ARISING

Signs
After some discussion on the decision in Minute 21 regarding the replacement sign above the main entrance, it was considered that there was no need to have a new sign showing the names Horton Kirby and South Darenth.

33
CHAIR TROLLEYS

The committee considered price and size information from the supplier and also measured the doorway into the chair storeroom.
There was a choice of two trolleys, one for 48 chairs at £318 + Vat and one for 72 chairs at £365 + VAT. Both were 210cm high whilst the existing doorway was only 198 cm high necessitating new doors and alterations to the frame.

The trolley for 72 chairs was better value but there were concerns about the weight of a fully loaded trolley and how easy it would be for users.

It was agreed that the supplier would be asked if it could bring down one of the smaller trolleys to try it out and if it fitted the purpose, it would be kept, 2 more would be ordered and the cupboard altered.

34
MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Lorna Robertson asked about recycling facilities for cans as there had been a lot thrown in the rubbish container at the weekend as well as a great many glass bottles. Lorna was informed that it was not her job to move the glass bottles into the bottle banks but it was agreed that hirers should be told to put all glass into the bottle banks and take home all cans for recycling. Notices would be put up in the hall and details added to the terms and conditions.
John Glozier reported that the heating went off at 7 pm on Sunday evening and the clerk wondered if the timer was playing up as the caretaker had definitely set it until 7.30pm and the clock was set correctly. It was agreed to get this checked out.

35
STORAGE
The short mat bowls club reported that it was having trouble with its existing trolleys under the stage and would like to find somewhere else to store 4 of their fenders. After a site meeting it was agreed to offer the space under the sink in the bar room. In accordance with a previous committee decision, the charge for this additional storage space would be £12 per year.
36
BUDGET
The existing budget and expenditure was studied and recommendations made for 2011/12 as shown on the attached spreadsheet.

In considering next year’s budget, the Chairman suggested that the committee should be mindful that he would be recommending to the Parish Council that, because of the economic climate, no increase should be made in the precept.

It was agreed that the hand driers were very poor and prices for more efficient ones should be sought and a suitable sum be included in the building maintenance amount.

The income to date was reported to be £9872 (regular users) and £6474 (casual users).
From 8.30 pm

37
VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION

It was reported that the Parish Council has instructed Sevenoaks District Council to act on its behalf in going forward with the extension. It is expected that work will start in April 2011. 

Members studied the extension plans and made the following comments to be passed to the architect/project manager:

Initially the kitchen should have just the basics of sinks, cupboards and worktops so that the room can evolve as dictated by needs;

Planters are not needed at the entrance;

Doors to the storage areas are not needed and size must be appropriate for optimum fit for all items of furniture (NB. Actual tables and chairs still to be decided);

Lighting to be advised by architect but should be easy to maintain (for changing of bulbs/tubes, etc);

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.

Chairman

Date
