MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 8 July 2010 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Dawn Mitchell and Robert Valentine 



Mike Crook, John Glozier, 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Allart, Parish Clerk, 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Christine Page, Gill Tripp 

    Peter Flewin, Jeanne Adams, Caretaker
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
13
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 January 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

14
MATTERS ARISING

Canopy and Awning in Garden Area

It was reported that planning permission has been received for these items.

Hall Extension 

The internal layout and the trust group proposal were discussed and it was agreed that a Trust would not be pursued.

RESOLVED that 

1. a Hall Extension Group be formed of interested parties comprising parish councillors, representatives of current hall users and possible future hall extension users to consider and suggest what is needed in the extension;

2. the terms of reference of the Group to include ancillary works to the existing hall;

3. the group be an advisory group only and all proposals will be reported back to the Parish Council for agreement;

4. the first meeting be called for the evening of Mon 2 August; and

5. subsequent meetings be held on the same evening as village hall committee meetings, the ordinary committee meeting being held from 7.30 – 8.30 pm and the hall extension group meeting from 8.30 – 9.30pm.
Painting of Hall

It was reported that the Parish Council had not approve the release of funds for repainting the hall in the current year and the matter will have to be discussed again in advance of budget making for 2011/12 in January 2011. 

Spring Clean 
A written note from the caretaker suggesting that no amount of cleaning in addition to that which she did weekly would compensate for the need for the hall to be painted.  
RESOLVED that the £500 “Spring Clean” budget should be spent on low level painting of the hall and ancillary rooms.

Cllr Valentine suggested buying a tower for the hall which raised various questions such as where would it be stored, how easy would it be to use and what are the comparative costs of purchase against occasional hire.

Car Parking Signs

It was agreed that these signs should be approximately 560mm wide x 355mm high with 75mm high letters. It was agreed that including “South Darenth and Horton Kirby Village Hall” on these signs would not be necessary if the existing “Village Hall “ sign above the front door was replaced by one reading “South Darenth and Horton Kirby Village Hall”.
15
OUTSTANDING MATTERS

The clerk reported on outstanding matters discussed by / decisions made by this committee since January 2009.
Stage Lighting

The Chairman offered to look again at possible spot lights which, it was felt, might be better hanging down from bars on the stage rather than on the lighting bar in the hall.

Windows

It was agreed to get 2 quotes for strip back completely, rub down, undercoat and top coat for all the windows. Separate quotes would be requested for the top windows only, the lower windows only and all windows.

Purchase of 2 large kettles for the stove 

The clerk reported that she had had no luck with sourcing large kettles for the gas hob and therefore asked the committee to consider the purchase of a large electric kettle instead. Christine Page had said that there might be spare kettles from the legion hall and she would be asked about this.
RESOLVED that if no donations of satisfactory large kettles for the gas stove were available, a large electric kettle up to the value of £50 be authorised.

Atmospheric Lighting for the Youth Club 

It was decided to take no action on this in view of a problem to one young girl from pulsing lights.
Chains to Kitchen Hatches for Safety (Jan 2009)
It was agreed to investigate roller shutters to replace the hatches instead of putting on chains.

16
TERMS & CONDITIONS REVIEW & DAMAGE DEPOSITS

RESOLVED that the Terms and Conditions be amended as follows:
Deposit Against Damage
Add. “Any cost involved in excess of £200 will be recovered from the hirer.

Building and Car Park Access

Add. “The car park is hired with the hall”

Damage 
It was agreed that when the hall is found in an unacceptable state the caretaker will endeavour to get photographic evidence where appropriate. It was agreed that it was not practical to call out the hirer and wait to clean until they arrive because of the need to get the hall ready for subsequent hirers.
It was reported that a bill and other information had been sent to the hirer who had recently disputed a deduction from the damage deposit. Nothing further had been heard.
17
POSSIBLE CHANGE OF DATE OF MEETINGS TO 4TH MONDAY
It was reported that the Parish Council had agreed a change of day for committee meetings to the 4th Monday and the committee was happy to go along with this change. It was noted, therefore, that the next meeting would be on 27 September.
18
REQUEST FROM SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNC IL TO SITE AN ADDITIONAL CLEAR GLASS BOTTLE BANK AT THE HALL
RESOLVED that this request be agreed.

19
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ice Skating Rinks

Foot Clinic 
A letter from the chiropodist objecting to the imposition of charges was read.

The meeting ended at  8.43 pm.

Chairman

Date

