DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE held on Thursday, 13 September 2007 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth  at 8.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr Peter Bradley (Chairman)

Cllrs Dawn Mitchell and Gill Tripp 



Mrs Anita Cockrill, 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Allart, Parish Clerk, John Wood, Caretaker

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Christine Page and Robert Valentine Mrs Marie Meggitt
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
22
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record.

23
MATTERS ARISING

Black Stage Curtains
Members received quotes for new black stage curtains which ranged from £755 + VAT to £1250. The committee was asked to decide whether it was necessary to have full width curtains at the back of the stage or whether curtains sufficient to meet the side curtains is enough.  
RESOLVED that the quote from Curtains Workshop in the sum of £755 + VAT for side curtains and back curtains to the full width of the stage be accepted 

Electrics
1
Periodical Test of Whole Installation

Members were informed that Colin Smith’s document, as seen by Members at the last meeting, had been sent to 5 electrical contractors chosen from Thompson Directory. Only one had visited the hall (on 23 August) and they had not sent an estimate for the work. 
It was agreed to contact other halls to find out what they do in terms of their periodical inspections and tests.

2
Works to Main Hall Ceiling Lights 

The committee discussed the loft clearance which is necessary before Evergreen Electrical can carry out the works to the ceiling lights. The Valley Players and WI were due to do this on Sunday 16 September. Members of the Valley Players came to the meeting. They were not aware that the whole of the loft had to be cleared and were intending to just get rid of about 50% of the pantomime stuff. They said the Valley Players had various items of furniture stored which would not be possible to move out on the 16 September. The Valley Players were told that for the electrical work to be carried out their stored items would have to be moved out at least temporarily and they agreed to give the committee a timescale for when this could be done.
Start Time of Meetings

RESOLVED that the start time of meetings be changed to 7.30pm.

24
MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Curtains and Track across Double Fire Doors
The caretaker reported that the velvet curtains and the curtain track across the double fire doors in the hall should be looked at as he felt they were in need of renewal.

RESOLVED that these be put in next year’s budget.

Hall Window Curtains

The caretaker reminded the committee that the curtain track to the middle front window needed attention as the curtains do not pull across. There were also a couple of winders missing that needed replacement.
RESOLVED that this be investigated and any necessary repairs carried out. 
25
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

RESOLVED that decorations provided by the parish council be restricted to the snowflake ceiling decorations this year.
26
GARDEN AREA

Basketball Ring

It was agreed to suggest to the ROS committee that investigations should be made into the costs and feasibility of fixing basketball rings to the existing poles in Heathside for both public and youth club use.

Clearance of Poles and Other Items

RESOLVED that a quote for the removal of poles and rubbish from the garden area in the sum of £60 from Lothlorien Landscape Services be accepted.

Riverside Storage in Garden Area
The clerk reported that a basketball net and stand has been stored outside in the garden area presumably because as a tall item it is time consuming to take apart and not easily stored inside. A trampoline left out over the summer has been removed but a plastic climbing frame is now being stored outside. 
RESOLVED that the storage of the basketball net and stand be allowed to remain but the Pre-School be advised that any further storage outside must be first approved by the village hall committee.

27
CAR PARK AREA

RESOLVED that 2 dips in the ground to the south of the hall be filled with soil and seeding at a cost of £65. 

28
MIKE FOR THE HALL

Members considered whether a PA system would be useful for the hall.

It was agreed to investigate prices of suitable equipment which could be included in next year’s budget and to consider charging groups to use it.
29
BUDGET

Members considered if there were any items that need investigation in advance of the budget setting in November.
It was suggested that it might be helpful to get a loft ladder fitted to make access to the loft easier and safer. Prices would be obtained before November.
30
GENERAL ELECTION

Members considered what action to take following a letter from SDC asking for the village hall to be reserved on every Thursday in October and November in case a general election is called.

RESOLVED that 
· Sevenoaks District Council be informed that 18 October, 15 November and 29 November are not available for use as a polling station for a general election; 
· other Thursdays will be made available if possible; and
· regular hirers will be asked to vacate the hall.
The meeting ended at 9.04 pm.

Chairman

Date
